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PREFACE. 

I HAVE fomewhti^ heard or read, 
■ that die l^refaca before a book, 
%ke tlic poitieo before a tiouTey fiKxiId 
fee cootrircd, fe ifi to catch, but not 
detain the attention of -thefe who de-- 
fire a^.giiflion to the family^ whbin, or 
leave to loot pver the colleQ'ion of 
piajirss n^4^ by one who/e .oppor- 
tunities of obtaining the.m y^e Yno\f 
to Jiaye I«^n .not unfrejiug^t. f.igd^ 
not to k^ep my read^ lon^ from 
l^ch intimacy spitji the jnapi^ei^ (^ 
Vt. jQhnfon^ or ^ch koQ,tvle<k;e of 
lus ieptiments as 4:hefc Jiagqi c^n ^on? 
Vey. To urge ©y.diftaqce from ^ngr 
}and as ^p Q^ufe |pr t^ k^*8 beijxg; 
HI written, .would bfe -JjdicUipus.; ^\t 
^vht inije^ {fflrre a» a lull reaifon f^f 
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my having written it at all ; becaufe, 
though others may print the^fame 
aphoiifma and ftOjries, 1 cannot here 
be fure that they 'have done fo. As 
the Duke fay8 '-however "to the 
Reaver, jn A Midfiimmer Night's 
Dream, " Never excufe ; if your play 
be a bad orfe, keep at leaft the ex-r 
cufes to yoUrfelfl'* 

I am aware that many will iay, 
I have not fpoken highly enough of 
Dr. Johnfon ; but it will be difficult 
for thofe who fay fo, to fpeak more . 
highly^ If I have .defcribed his 
manners as they wgre^ I have beea 
careful to ^ew his fupferiority to the 
common forms of common life. It 
is furely no difpraife to an oak that 
it does not bear jefiaminc j and he 
who fhould plant honeyfuckle round 
Trajan's column, would not. ^bp 
tliought to adorn, but to difgrace St. 
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.."When 1 have faid, that he was 
jnore a man of genius than of leamr 
ing, I ^ean not to take from the one 
part of his charader that which I 
willingly, give to the other. The 
erudition of Mr. Johnfon proved his 
genius ; for he had not acquired it 
by long or profound ftudy : nor can 
I think thofe charaders the greateft 
which have moft learning driven into 
their heads, any more than I canper- 
fuade toyfelf to cqnfider the river 
Jenifca- as fuperior to the Nile, be? 
caufe ;the firft receives near feventy 
tributary ftrea.ms in thecourfe of its 
unmarked, pfogrefs to the fea, while 
the great parent of African p^ty, 
flowing: from an 4'tnofl invifible 
fowrce, ^nd pnenriched by any extr^j 
peous waters, except eleven namelefs 
rivers, pours his majeftic torrent into 
the ocean by feven celebrated mouths. 
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Bnt I bull bbttchi^ titj >it&ce, 
ihi begin tey hnak, the fett I ertt 
'ptefmtti Tx^ the fflHiC) from 
Vfabfe aVfiil Appeaiatiee in ibm^ mut* 
Ttire to defeiid %hd conceal di^^i; I 
have flioi%ht fit to rtrh-e he'hihd th« 
ITelahionian 'flileld, ind ihew 'a» Httlft 
if mifkS as jldBible ; Well awan; at 
the exceeding difltrence there is, he^ 
Hntehffincing'lh the fchobi and ftghN 
jhg in the -fielfl;— — Sfudioris ho*- 
"ever tb avdid -tflfebdiBg, atfd caretefft 
of that bfience Vhich Can he Oka 
iwffhout « iSiiife, 1 liefe 'ntft uhwa- 
lingly fubmit tUy ^iglft ferforanae 
to tiR decifidn bf thA glcftioat'cotm- 
try, which IHave thi daity delight tb 
hear applauded in ottaefs, is iffili>- 
Deatly juft, .gtioi-eim, indbflmaae. 
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TO O much intelligence is often as 
pernicious to Biography as too 
little} the mtnd remains perplexed by 
contradifHon of probabiUties> and finds 
diffiflulty in feparating report from truth. 
If Johnfon then lamented that fo little 
had cycr been f^ud about Butler, I might 
B 
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2 ANECDOTES OF THE LATE 

with more rcafon be led to complain that 
fo much has been faid about himfelf j 
for numberlcfs informers but diftraft or' 
cloud information, as glaHes which mul- 
tiply wjU -pr -tj^e ^i^oft 'part be fo\f!^d 
alfo to obfcure. Of a life too, which 
for the laft twenty years was paflcd in the 
very front of.liicrature^ 9'(5'7 leader of 
a literary company, whether officer or 
I'ubakern, naturally becomes either au- 
th^f or (;ritic;,, ip, J:lj9l;litl;je lefs than the 
re'colle^ton that'it was' dwc^'the requeft 
of the deceafcd, and twice the defire of 
thofe whofe will I ever delighted to com- 
ply with, fhould have engaged me to 
add my little book to the number of 
thofe already written on the fubjeft. I 
iifrd'toXii^gtf a^QtheF-^eaA>o.fo^fo^be^-• 
3nce, and'fayj 'that-all- the. readecswould, 
oiy'this fioguUr'Occafwn, tie the .wrribnn 
of Kis- tife,t Jfkie- tbci-J^AorepixCchtAiiKtR) 
of; thfl . MiTque of< -CDmujs;; whkhc.bjT) 
changing- their charaArai. from, fpcc-: 
tfttorfr cb.'ptribrmoFS, was aSed by. tka^ 
9 
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lords and ladies it was written to enter- 
tain. This objetftion is hoWevcr now af 
an end, as I have found friends, far re- 
mote indeed from literary qucftions, who 
may yet be diverted from melancholy by 
my dcfcription of Johnfon's manners, 
warmed to virtue even by the diftant re- 
flexion of his glowing excellence, and 
encouraged by the relation of his ani-* 
mated zeal to perBft in the profelTton as 
Veil as practice of Chriftianity. 

Samuel Johnson was the fon of Mi- 
chael Johnfon, a bookfeller at Litch- 
field, in StaffordOiirc; a very pious and 
worthy man, but wrong-headed, pofitive» 
and afflifted with melancholy, as hit 
fon, from whom. alone 1 had the inform- 
ation, once told me : his bufinefs, how- 
ever, leading him to be much on horfe- 
back, contributed to the prefervation of 
his bodily health, and mental fanityi. 
which, when he ftaid long at home, 
would fometiraes be, about to give w^i 
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and Mr. Johnfon (aid, that when bii 
work-fhop, a detached building, had 
fallen half down for want of mdney to 
repair ic, his father was not ]t(i diligent 
to lock the door every night, thoi^h he 
faw that any body might walk in at the 
back part, and kaew that there was no 
fecurity obtained by barring the fronf 
door. " This (fays his fon) was madnefs, > 
you may fee, and would have been dif- 
coverable in other iuftanccs of the pre- 
valence of imagination, but that poverty 
fwcvented it from playing fuch tricks as 
riches and kifure encourage." Michael 
was a man of (till larger fize and greater 
ftrengih than his fon, who was reckoned 
very like him, but did not delight in 
talking much of his family — *' one has 
(fays he) /e little -pleafore in reciting 
the anecdotes of beggary." One day, 
however, hearing me praife a favourite 
friend with partial lendcrnefs as well as 
(rue efteemj 'f Why do you like that 
man's acquaintancefo?" faidheiBecaufea 
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-replied I, he is open and confiding, and 
tells me ftorics of his uncles and cou- 
sins ; I love the light parts of a folid 
charafter. ** Nay, if you arc for ft:- 
mily hiftory (iays Mr. Johnfon good- 
hutnouredly), / can fit you: I had an 
uncle, Corhdius Ford, who, upon a 
Journey, ftopped and read an infcrlption 
written on a (tone he faw ftanding by the 
vray-fidCifetup, as it proved, tn honour 
of a n:)an who had leaped a certain leap 
thereabouts, the extent of which was 
ipccified upon the ftone: Why now, 
fays my uncle, I could leap it in my 
boots; and he did Xtiip it in his boots. 
I had likewife another uncle, Andrew, 
continued he, my fathcrls brother, who 
kept the ring in Smithfield (where they 
wreftlcd and boxed) for a whole year, 
and never was thrown or conquered. 
Here now are uncles for you, Miftrefs, 
if that's the way to your heart." Mr. 
Johnfon was very converfant in the art 
of attack and de&nce by boxing, which 
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fcience he had learned from this uncle 
Andrew, I believe i and I have heard 
him^idelcant upon the age when people 
were received, and when rqeftcd, in the 
fchools once held for that brutal antiufe- 
Tcient, much to the admiration of cholia 
who had no expedation of his Ikill in 
fuch matters, from the fight of a figure 
which precluded all poffibility^ of per- 
fonal prowefsi though, becaule he faw 
Mr. Thrale one day leap over a cabriolet 
ftool, to (hew that he was not tired after 
a chaCe of fifty miles or more, he fud- 
denly jumped over it too j but in a way 
fo ftrange and Jo unwieldy^ that our 
terror left he ftiould break his bones, 
took from vis even the power of laugh- 
ing- 
Michael Johnfon was paft fifty years 
pld when he married bis wife, who was 
upwards of forty ; yet I think her fon 
told me (he remained three years child- 
Jcfs before he was born into the world, who 
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ft greatly contribiiced toimprove it. • In 
three yearSt morfe Are brought another 
fon, Naihariifel,- -wfiS lived to be twenty-' 
ftven or tw*hty-eight yeirs o!d, and of 
*hM"e rhanly ^ll-it I ha*e htard his brd-' 
riWr fpfeak with pride and pleafure,iiicn- 
tibflihg ohe circo'mftiBce, particular 
enough, that ^hen the cbmpahy were 
oi« day !jihi*itt?ng- ttie Badnefs oF "the 
roads, heeticjuirtd where tHtytould be,* 
as he travelltd the coljfttrjr more than 
moft people, and had never ,fcen a bad 
road in his life. The two brothers did 
not, however, much delight in each 
other's cotrtpkny, being alwiyfe rivals Tor 
the mothei^s'fondriefs ; andtnafiy rfthe- 
fevere refiCftioris on ddiTicftii life ' ire 
RaffeUs, tadiC their foiirfe -frdm its aii- 
rhor'skfetri tctblledtiohs ofthi rfiriepafled' 
in his cariy years. Their f«her Michaef 
died of an inflafrirrfatOry fever,'4c t^iC age 
of fe*enty-fi3i, ^s Mr. Johntim tttid mer 
their mother at eighty-nihe,'of a gra-' 
Aial decay. ■ She was flight ihh^per^ 
B4 
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fon, he faid, and rather below than 
above (he common fize. So excelleat 
was her character, and fo blameleis het 
lifcj that when an opprelEve neighbour 
once endeavoured to take from her a 
little field ihe poflefledi he could per- 
fuade no attorney to undertake the caufe 
againft a woman fo beloved in her nar- 
row circle : and it is this incident he 
alludes to in the line of his Vanity of 
Human Wilhcs, calling her 

The general tivourite as the general friend. 

Nor could any one pay more willing 
homage to fuch a character, though fhe 
had not been related to him, than did 
Dr. Johnfon on every occafton that 
offered ; his difquifition on Pope's epi- 
taph placed over Mrs. Corbet, is a proof 
of that preference always given by him 
to a noifelefs life over a buftling one ;. 
for however taftebegins, we almoft always 
fee chat it ends in fimplicity j the glutpn. 
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fioiflies by loflng his reltlh for anjr thing 
highly fauced, and calls for his boiled 
chicken at the clofe of many years fpent 
in the fcarch of dainties j the connoif- 
feurs are foon weary of Rubens, and the 
critics of Lucan ; and the refinements 
of every kind heaped upon civil life^ 
always ficken their po0eflbrs before the 
clofe of it. 

At the age of two years Mr. Johnfon 
was brought up to London by his mo- 
ther, to be touched by Queen Anne for 
the fcrophulous evil, which terribly af- 
flicted his childhood, and left fuch marki 
as greatly disfigured a countenance na- 
turally harOi and rugged, befide doing 
irreparable damage to the auricular 
organsf which never could perform their, 
funflions flnce I knew him ; and tt was 
owing to that horrible diforder, too, 
that one eye was perfectly ufelefs to him ; 
that defeat, however, was opt obferv- 
able, the eyes looked both alike. As 
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Wr. Johnfon had an aftonilhing mr- 
mory, I aflad him, H" he could rt- 
HAcrober Queen Anne ac all i " He 
Jiiul (hefaid) -acbfrfiHed, but fbmehow 
a -fort of fdlemn rtcollcftion of a 
tedf in diamonds> and ^ long blatk 
kood." 

The chrillcning of his brother htf 
remembered with all its circumftances, 
and faid, his Mother taugfit him to fpcU 
inJ pronourite the words Uftle Natty^ 
fyllable by fylhble, making him fay it 
Over in the cvenihg to her hufband ahd 
6is guefts. The trick which moft pa- 
rents play with their children, of fliew- 
iog off their newly-acquired accompliih- 
menis, difgufted Mr. Johnfon beyond 
expreflion; he had. been treated fo him-' 
fclf, he faid, till he abfolutely loathed 
his father's careffcs, becaufe he knew 
they Were fure to precede feme unpleaf- 
ing difplay of his early abilities j and 
h« ufed, when neighbours came o'vifit-* 
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tog, to run up a tree that he migtit not 
|>e found and exhibixed, fuch, as no 
doubt he was, a prodigy of earljr under- 
ftanding. His epitaph upon the duck 
he killed by treading -on it at five yean 
tJd, 

Here lies poor duck 
, That Samuel Johafon trod on } 
If it had liv'd it Aad been good lacfc. 
For it would Lave been an odd. one t 

is a ftriking example of early expanfioa 
pf mind, and knowledge of language ; 
yet he always Teemed more mortified at 
the, recollection of the buftle his parents 
made with his wit, than pleafcd with the 
thoughts of po0efling it. "Xhat(faidhe 
to me one day) is the great mifcry of 
late marriages ; the imhappy produceof 
them becomes the plaything of dotage: 
an old man's child (continued he) leads 
much fuch a life, I think, as a little 
l^y's dog, tcized with awkward fond- 
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nefs, "and forced, perhaps, to fit up and 
.beg, as. we call it> to divert a coTnpan/, 
who at laft go away complaining of their 
difagreeable entertainment." 'In confe- 
quence of thefe maxims^ and full of in- 
dignation againft fuch parents as delight 
to produce their young ones early into 
the talking world, I have known Mr. 
Johnfon -give a good deal of pain, by 
refufing to hear the verfes the children 
could recite, or the fongs they could 
fingj particularly one friend who told 
him that his two fons thould repeat Gray's 
Elegy to him alternately, that he might 
judge who had the happieft cadence. 
*' No, pray Sir (faid he), let the dears 
both fpeak it at once ; more noife. will by 
that n^ans be made, and the noife will 
be fooner over." He told me the ftory 
himfelf, but I have forgot who the fa- 
ther was. 

Mr. Johnfoi)'s mother was daughter 
CO a geiitleman in the country,, fuch as 
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there were many of in thofe days, \¥ho 
poffefling, perhaps, one or two hundred 
pounds a year in land, lived on the 
profits, and fought not to increafe their 
income : flic w^ therefore inclined to 
think higher of herfelf than of hpr huf- 
band, whofe conduct in money matters 
being but indifferent, flie had a trFck of 
teizing him about it, and was, by her 
fon's account, very importunate with re- 
gard 10 her fears of fpendlng more than 
they could afford, though Ihc never ar- 
rived at knowing how much that was ; a 
feuft common, as he faid, to moft wo- 
men who pride themfelves on their oeco- 
nomy. They did not however, as I could 
underftand,' live ill together on the 
whole : ," my father (fays he) could al- 
ways take his horfe and ride away for 
orders when things went badly." The 
lady's maiden name was Ford ; and the 
parfon who fits next to the punch-bowl 
■ in Hogarth's Modern Midnight Conver- 
farion was her brother's fon. THis Ford 
3 



HihyGoonlc 



14 AHECD0TE5 Oil T»B' LAT)^ 

was a man who chofe u> be eminent ontys 
for vice, with talents that might harr 
made him conrpicuous in literature, and; 
refpeiftable in any profeffion he ■ coald: 
Itave chofeh : his cbufin has mentioned; 
him in the lives of Fenton and of" 
Broome; and when-he fpoke of him toi 
mCj it was always with tenderiicfs, praif- 
jng his acquaintance Vith life and man- 
ners, and fecollefting one piece of Ad*- 
▼ice that no man furely ever followed' 
more exaitly ; *' Obtain (fays Ford) 
Ibme general principles of erery fctence i 
he who cart.talk only on ope fubjeft, or 
a^ only in one department, is fehlom 
wanted, and perhaps never wifhed for;.' 
while the man of general knowledge can' 
often benefit, and always pieafe." He 
ufed to relate, however, another ftory 
lefs to the credit of his coufm's pcnetra- - 
tion, how Ford on fome occafion faid to 
him, "You will make' your way the 
more eafily in the world, I fee, as you 
are contented to difpute no man's claim 
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ttwrefow, more wilUng^ly allow your pre- 
tenfioQS u A writer." Can one, on-fuch 
an occafion, forbesr recdlleAing the pre- 
di&ions of Boileau's father, when Uxoak- 
ing the head of the young fatirift, Cr 
^etir bon homme (fays, he) n'i point irop 
tPe/^r/i, mais il ne dtra jamais ntal de. 
fgrjuhne. . Such are, the prognoftjcs 
forraied by men of wic arid fenie» as thefc 
two certaiply were, concerning the fu- 
ture cbaraiSer and conduct of ihofe foi; 
whol^ welfare they were honeftly an J 
deeply concerned ; .and fp late do thofe 
features . of peculiarity tome to their 
growth, which mark a charader to all 
fucceedipg generiation,s. 

t)i.' Johnlpa firft. learned to read of 
biS: {Bother apd her old maid Catharine, 
in whofe lap he well remembered fitting 
while (he explained to him the ftory of 
St. George and the Dragon. I .know 
9QC whether this is the proper place to 
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add, thaffiich was his tendernefs, and 
fuch his gratitude, that he took a journey 
to Litchfield fifcy-feven years afterwards 
to fupport and comfort her in her laft 
illncfs; he had enquired for his nurfe, 
and Ihe was dead. The recoUcdtion of 
fuch reading as had delighted him in his 
infancy, made him always pcrfift in fan- 
cying that it was the bniy reading which 
could pleafe an infant ; and he ufed to 
condemn me for putting Newbery's 
books into their hands as too trifling to 
engage their attention; •' Babies do not 
want (faid he) to hear about babies; 
they like to be told of giants and caftles, 
and of fomewhat which can ftretch and 
ftimulate their little minds." When in 
anfwer I would ,urge the iiomerous 
editions and quick fale of Tommy Pru- 
dent or Goody Two Shoes: ''Remember 
always (faid he) that the parents liuy the 
blocks, and that the children never read 
them." Mrs. Barbauld however had his 
beft praife, and dcferved it ; no man was 
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rnore ftnick than Mr. Johnfon with vo-!- 
luntary defcent from poffible fplendour 
to painful dutvi 

Ac eight years old he went to fchool, 
for his health would not permit him to 
be fcDC foonerj and at the age of ten 
years his miad was dilturbed by fcruples 
of infidelity, which preyed upon his fpl- 
rits, and made him very uneafyj the more 
fo, as he revealed his uneaGnefs to no 
one, being naturally (as he faid) "of 
a fuUen temper and refcrved difpofition." 
He fearched, however, diligently but 
fruitlefsly, for evidences of the truth of 
revelation; and at length recolleftlng 
a book he had once feenin his father's 
ftiop, intitled, De Veritate Religionis, tPc, 
he began to think himfclf highly cul- 
pable for neglecting fuch a means of 
information, and took himfelf feverely 
to talk for this fin, adding many a£ts of 
voluntary, and to others unknown, pe- 
nance. The firft opportunity which. 



HihyGoonlc 



ii Astcbotli 6f THE tAfz 

efftred (of courfe) he feizcd the boofc 
vith avidity » but on exiunination, not 
finding himfelf fchoUr eaough to penilf! 
its contents, fet his heart at reft; and> 
Hot thinking to enquire whether there 
*cre any Englifli books wriften on the 
fubje£i;, followed his ufual amufemenn, 
and coaGdered his tfonfcience as light- 
ened of a crime. He redowbled hii 
dilt^nce to learn 'thelBmguage that con-< 
taincd the informarion tie mott wiflicdfor ? 
but from the pain Which guilt had given 
hioii be now began to deduce the foul's 
immortality, which was the point that 
belief firft flopped at; and from that 
moment rdblving to be a Chriftian, 
became one of the moft zealous and 
pious ones our nation ever produced,r 
When he had told me this odd anecdote 
of his childhood; "I cannot imagine 
(faid he) what makes me talk of myfelf 
to you fo, for I really never mentioned 
this foolifh fliory to any body except Dr. 
Taylor, not even to my dear dear Ba- 
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riiurft, w4iom 1 lored better tban <ver I 
kwed any human creatuwi but poor 
Sariiurft ie -dead !!.!'" — {€»« (i4«mg paute 
and a iem tears et^ued. • 'W'hy Sir, faid 
X how lika h aX\ tHoM to^tta faquea 
KioulIeauJ as like, I meat), a« the feit- 
factons of froft and fire, wfcen irijr child 
conoplaincd yeftcrday that «he ice fiie 
w»siesiingA«r»f/her mouth. -Mr-Johti- 
fon UBghed -at the incongruotis ideas j 
bat thc'firflr thing which prefentcditrcH' 
to the mind of an ingenious-and'Iearned 
fi-iend whom I had the pleafure- to pafs 
fomc time with here -« (Florence, -waa 
the -faiiw refemblancc, though 1 think 
the twQ charaftcrs hadiittlc iii common, 
further than an early attention to things 
beyond the- cajjacity erf" other babies, a 
keen -fenfibilicy of right and Wrong, and 
a warmth of ■imagination little confiftent 
with 'found and perfeft hedth.' -I -have 
heard him relate anotho- odd 4hing of 
himfctf too, but it is one 'which- eveiy 
body has heard a» well as 3 : hW, 
C a 
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wbenhe was about nine years old> hav- 
ing goc the {day of Hamlet in his hand, 
' and reading it quietly in his father's 
kitchen, he kept on fteadily enough, till 
ccuning to the Ghoft fcene, he fuddenly 
hurried up^ ftairs to the ftreet door that 
he might fee people about him : fuch 
an incident} as he was not unvrilling to 
relate it, is probably in* every one's pof- 
feffion now ; he cold it as a teftimony to 
the merits of Shakefpeare : but one day 
when my fon was going to fchool, and 
dear Dr. Johnfoa followed as far as the 
gardea.gate, praying for his falvaiion, 
in a vcMce which thofe who. liftened at- 
tentively could hear plain enough, he 
iaid to me fuddenly, "Make your boy tell 
you his dreams.: the firfl: corruption thai: 
entered inCQ my heart was communicated 
in a dream." What was it. Sit ? faid I. 
*' Do not aflc me," replied he with much 
violence, and walked away in apparent 
agitation. ' I never durft -make any far- 
mer enquiries. He retained a ftrong 
9 
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averfion for the memory of Hunterj one 
of his fchoolmafters, who, he faid once, 
was a brutal fellow : " fo brutal (added 
he), that no man who had been educated 
by him ever fent his fon to the fame 
Ichool." I have however heard him 
acknowledge his fcholarfliip to be very 
great. His next maftcr he defpifed, as 
knowing lefs than himfelf, I found ; but 
the name of that gentleman has Hipped 
my memory. Mr. Johnfon was himfelf 
exceedingly difpofed to the general indul- 
gence of children, and was even fcrupu- 
loufty and ceremonioufly attentive not 
to offend them : he had ftrotigly per- 
fuaded himfelf of the difHculty people 
always find to erafe early impreffion« 
either of kindnefs Or refentment, and 
faid, " he Ihould never have fo loved his 
mother when a man, had fhe not given 
him coffee fhe could ill aflford, to gratify 
his appetite when a boy." If you had 
had children Sir, faid I, would you have 
taught them any thing? " I hope (rer 
C3 
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pli<!dhe),th«IfliooMhavcwillinglyHve4 
on bread and water to obtain inftru^ion 
for thcni) btit I would not have fee 
their futare friendfhip to hazard for tho 
fake of thrufting into their heads know- 
ledge of things for which they might 
not perhaps have either tafte or necef-r 
fity. You teach your daughters the dia- 
meters of the planets, and wonder when 
you have done that they do not delight 
in your company. No fcience cart be 
communicated by mortal creatures with- 
out attention from the fcholar ; no atten- 
tion can be obtained from children with- 
out the infliction of pain;i and pain is 
never remembered without refcntment." 
That fomething ihould be learned, was 
however fo certainly his opinion, that 
I have heard him fay, how education had 
been often compared to agriculture, yet 
that it refembled ic chiefly in this : *' that 
If nothing is fown, no crop (fays he) can 
be obtained." His contempt of the 
l4dy who fancied her fon could be emi- 
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nent without ftudy, becaufe Shakcfpeare 
vas found wanting in fcholaftic Icarfi- 
ing, was exprcffed in terms fo grpfs and 
fo well knownj I. will doc rcpeftc thenf 
here. 

To recolleft, however, and to repeat 
the iayingB of Dr. Johnfon> is almoft all 
that can be dope by the writers of his 
life; as his life, at leaft fince my acr 
quaintapce with him, confifted in little elfe 
than talking, when he was not abfolutcly 
employed in fomc ferious piece of work ; 
and whatever work he did, feemeql fo 
much below his powers of performance, 
that he appeared the idleft of all human 
beings i ever myGng till he was called 
out to converfe, and converfing till the 
fatigue of his friends, or the promptitude 
of his own temper to take offence, coit^ 
figned hin\ b^ck again to filent n:>edita-' 
tipn. 

. The remembrance of what had p^Hcdi 
jn bi» own childhood} qudc Mr, Johnfoif) 
C4 ■ 



HihyGoonlc 



34 AJTECDOTES OT THE LATE 

very folicitous to preferve the felicity of 
children; and when he had perfuaded 
Dr. Sumner to remit the talks ufually 
given to fill up boys' time during the 
holidays, he rejoiced exceedingly in the 
fucccfs of his negociation> and told me 
that he had never ceafed reprefcnting to 
all the eminent fchoolmafters in England, 
the abfurd tyranny of poifoning the hour 
of permitted pleafurc, by keeping future 
mifery before the children's eyes, and 
tempting them by bribery or falfehood 
to evade it. " Bob Sumner (faid he), 
however, I have at length prevailed 
upon : I know not indeed whether his 
tenderncfs was perfuaded, or his reafon 
convinced, but. the e0e£t wiU always be 
the fame." Poor Dr. Sumner died, how- 
ever, before the next vacation. 

Mr. Johnfon was of opinion, too, 
that young people IhouM have fofitive 
not general rules given for their direftibn. 
" My mother (fa"id he) was always tcll- 
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- ing me that I did not behave myfelf pro- 
perly ; that I Jhould endeavour to learn 
behaviour, and fuch cant: but when 1 
replied, chat the ought to cell me what 
to do, and what to avoid, her admoni- 
tions were commonly, for that time at 
leafb, at an end." 

This, I fear, was however at beft a 
momentary refuge, found out by per- 
verfenefs. No man knew better than 
Johnfon in how many namelefs and 
numberlefs aftions behaviour confifts; 
aftions which can fcarcely be reduced to 
rule, and which come under no defcrip- 
tion. Of thcfe he retained fo many very 
ftrange ones, that I fuppofc no one 
who faw his odd manner of gefticuliting, 
much blamed or wondered at the good 
lady's foliciiude concerning her fon's 
kebavioHft 

Though he was atcentive to the peace 
Ipf children in general, no man had a 
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fVronger concempt than he for fuch ps-* 
rents ^s openly profefs th^t they cannot 
govern their children. " How (fays be) 
is an army governed ? Such people, for 
the moft part, multiply prohibitions till 
.pbediencc becomes impofiible, and au-* 
ihority appears abfurd J and never fufpeft 
that they tcafc their family, their friends;i 
and themfelves, only becaufe converfa- 
tion runs low, and fomethtng muft be 
faid." 

Of parental authority, indeed, few 
people thought with a lower degree of 
eftimation. I one day mentioned the 
refignation of Cyrus to his father's will, 
as related by Xenophon, wheOi afcer a,l\ 
his conquefts,. he requeued the confen^ 
of Cambyfes to his marriage with a 
neighbouring princefsi and I addec) 
Roltin's applaufe and reconimendation 
of the example. *' Do you not perceiv(t 
then (fays Johnfon), that Xenophon on 
this occalion commends like a p(dant4 
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jind Pere Rollin applauds like a fiave ? 
If Cyrus by hi& conqaefVs had not pur- 
di^d emancipation, he had conquered 
to tittle purpofe indeed. Can you bear 
to fee the folly of a fellow who has in 
his care the lives of thoufands, when 
he begs his papa pcmniflion to be mar- 
ried, and confeflTes his ii^ability to decide 
In a matter which concerns no man's 
happinefs but his own?"-^Mr. Johnfon 
caught mc another time reprimanding 
the daughter of- my houfekccpcr for 
having fat down unpfrmiited in her 
mother's prefencc. *' Why, Ihc gct^ 
her living, does ftje not (faid he), with- 
out her mqther's help ? L^t the wench 
fllone," continued he. And when vie 
were again out of the women's fight who 
were concerned in the difpute : *' Poor 
people's children, dear Lady (faid he), 
never refpe6t them: I, did not refped 
my own mother, though I loved her i 
' '«nd one day,' when in anger Ihe calle4 
fpe a puppy, I afked her if Ihe kne<¥ 
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whar they called, a puppy's mother." 
We were calking of a young fellow who 
ufed to come often to the houfe; he was 
about fifteen years old, or lefs, if I re* 
member right, and had a manner at 
once fuUcn and fheepiih, ** That lad 
(fays Mr. Johnfon) looks like the fon of 
a fchoolmafter i which (added he) is one 
of the very worft conditions of child- 
hood : fuch a boy has no father, or 
worfe than none; he never can refleft 
en his parent hue the reQcAion brings 
to his mind feme idea of pain inQided, 
or of forrow fufFercd." 

I will relate one thing more that Dr. 
Johnfon faid about babyhood before I 
quit the fubjeft; it was this: " That 
little people Ihould be encouraged 
always to tell whatever they hear parti- 
cularly ftriking, to fome brother, ftfter, 
or fervant, immet^ately before the im- 
preflion is erafed by the intervention of 
newer occurrences. He perfeftly rc- 



HihyGoogle 



DR. SAUUEL JOHNSON. 29 

membercd the firft time he ever heard of 
Heaven and Hell (he faid), becaufe 
when his mother had made out fuch a 
defcription of both places as Ihe thought 
likely to feizc the attention of her infant 
auditor, who was then in bed with her, 
ihe got up> and drefling him before the 
ufual time, fent him directly to call a 
favourite workman in the houfe, to 
whom ihe knew he would communicate 
the converfation while it was yet im- 
preffcd upon his mind. The event was 
what jhe willied, and it was to that me- 
thod chiefly that he owed his uncom- 
mon felicity of remembering diftant oc- 
currences, and long paA converfations." 

At the age of eighteen Dr. Johnfoo 
quitted fchool, and efcaped from the 
tuition of thofe he hated or thofe he de- 
fpifcd. I have heard him relate very 
few college adventures. He ufed to fay 
that our belt, accounts of his behaviour 
there would be gathered from Dr. Adams 
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and Dr. Taylor, and that he was fiirft 
they would always tell the truth. He 
told mc however one day, how, when h^ 
Was firft entered at the univerfity, ht 
paiTed & mornings in compliance ^ith the 
cuftoms of the placcj at his tutor's cham- 
bers; but finding him no ichdlar, went 
no more. In about ten days after, meet- 
ing the fame gentleman, Mr. JiJrdan, in 
the ftreet, he offered to pafs by withotit 
faluti-ng htm ; but the tutor flopped, anA 
enquired, not roughly neither> What he 
liad been doing? " Sliding on the ice," 
-Was the reply j and fo turned awaywith 
difdain. He laughed very heartily ac 
the recoUeition of his own infolence, and 
faid they endured it from him with won- 
derful acquiefcence, and a gentleftefa 
that, whenever he thought of it, afto'- 
rtilhed himfelf. He told me too, that 
when he made his firfl: declamation, he 
wrote over but one copy, and that 
coarfely ; and having given it into the 
hand of the tutor who ftood to receive 
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It as he paflcd, was obliged to begin by 
chance and condmie on how he could, 
for he had got but little of it by heart j 
fo fairly trufting to his prefcnt powers for 
immediate fupply, he finifhed by adding 
aftoniihment to the applaufe of all who 
knew how little was owing to ftudy. A 
prodigious rifque, however, faid fomc 
one : " Not >t all (exclaims Johnfon), 
no man I fuppofe leaps at once into 
de«p water ^ho does not know how to 
fwim." 

I doubt not but this ftory will be told 
by many of his biographers, ^nd faid fo 
Co him when he told it me on the i8th of 
July 1773* ** And who will be my 
biographer (faid he), do you think ?" 
Goldfmith, no doubtj replied I, and he 
*?ill do it the befl: among U3. ** The 
dog would write it beft to be furc, re- 
plied he } but his particular malice to- 
. ^ards me, and general difregard for 
trmh, would make the book ufelds » 
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all, and injurious to my charaftcr." 
Oh ! as to that, faid I, we ftiould all 
fatten upon him, and force him to do yoa 
jufticc ; but the worft is, the Doftor does 
not know your life ; nor can I tell indeed 
who does, except Dr. Taylor of Afli- 
bourne. •* Why Taylor (faid he) is 
better acquainted with my heart than 
any man or woman now alive j and the 
hiftory of my Oxford exploits lies all 
between him and Adiunsi butDr.James 
knows my very early days better than 
he. After my coming to London to 
drive the world about a little, you muft 
all go to Jack Hawkefworth for anec# 
dotes : I lived in great familiarity with 
him (though I think there was not 
much affeftion) from the year 1753 till 
the time Mr. Thrale and you took me 
up. 1 intend, however, to difappoinc 
the rogues, and either make you writ? 
the life, with Taylor's intelligence; or, 
which is better, do it myfcif, after ouc- 
living you all. I am now (added he). 
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tefping a diaryj in hopes of ufuig it for 
that purpofc fome time." Here the con- 
Tcrfation ftopped, from my accidentally 
looking in an old magazine of the yeof 
I768> where I faw the following line*' 
with his name to them, and afked if 
riiey were -his. 



Verses fati u ht virittm by tfr. Samuel 
'Johnson, at the reqiujt af a Gentleman U 
wham c Lady bad given a Sfrig ef Myrtle. 

What topes, ^rhat terrors, does thj gift create* 
Ambiguous emblem of uncertain faxn : 
The Myrtle, enli^ of fupreme conunand^ 
Conliga'd by Venus to Melink's fumdt 
Npt lefs capricious than a reigning fair« 
Now grants, and now rejefts i lover's prayer. ' 
In myrtle {hades ofc iings the happy fvain, 
In myrde fhades defpairing gbofts complain : 
The myrtle crowns the happy lovers' heads, 
Th' unhappy lover's grave the myrtle fpreads : 
Q then the meaning of thy gift imparti 
And eafe the throbbings of an anxious heart! 
Soon muft this bough, as you fliaU fix his doont, 
Adom I^ander's head, or grace his tomb. 
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*' Why now, do but fee how the worldf 
is gaping for a wonder ! (cries Mr. John-r 
foiii) I think it is now juft forty year^ 
ago that a young fellow had a fprig pC 
myrtle given him by a girl he courted, 
and alked me to write him fome verfc^ 
that he might prefent her in return. ^ 
promifed, l?ut forgot %. and when he called, 
for his lines at. the time .agreed on — Sit. 
ftill a moment (lays I}, dear Mund, and 
I'll fetch them thee — fo ftepped aflde for 
Bve minutes, an(3 wrote the nonfenfe you 
now keep, fuch a ftir about."*" 

Upon revifing thefe Anecdotes, it is 
impoflfible not to be ftruck ivitb fluime 
and regret that oftc trcafured no more of 
them up; but no experience is fufficient 
to cure the vice of negligence : whatever 
one fees conftanily, or might fee con- 
ftaiitly, becomes uninterefting ; and we 
fuffer every trivial occupation, every 
night amuf«ineDt> tfk hinder m frooii. 
writing down) wJiat lAdMd. we cannot 
7 - 
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chiiie but remember; but what wc 
ibouM with to recoHeft with pleafure, 
rfnpoifoned by remorfc for not remem- 
bering more. Wbile I write this, I negle& 
iea^nSing my mind with the wondvrs of 
art, .and beauties of nature, that now fu^ 
round me I and fhall one day* perbi^is, 
chink on the hours I might have profit'- 
ably paffed in the Florentine Oatkry, and 
xcficdtiDg on Raphael's St. John at that 
timci as apon Jobnibn'^s convcrfation hi 
diis moment, may jq(Uy exclaim of tht 
months fpcnt by me moft delightfully 



Tliat I priz'd every hour that pafs'd by^ 
Beyond all diat had pieas'd mo before ; 

But now tbey are paft, and I Cgh, . 
And 1 ^eve tliaC I priz'd tbem no more. 

SHlHsi-OHt. 

Df. Johoibt) delighted tnjiis own pur- 
talicy €9pO«ford ;. .and one d4y» at my 
h9u^ entertained fiye members -itf th« 
other WHverfity wi^ ywious inftubcfs of 
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tthe fuperiority of Oxford, enumerating 
,the gigantic names of many men whoiti 
-it had produced, with apparent triumph. 
At laft I fsid to him, "Why there happens 
to be no Icfs than five Cambridge men 
■in the room now. " I did not (faid he) 
Jthink of that till you told me ; : but the 
-wolf don't count the flieep." "When the 
company were retired, we happened to be 
talking of Dr. Barnard, the Provoft.of 
Eton, who died about that timej and 
after a long and juft eulogium on his 
-wit, his leju-ning, and his goodnefs of 
heart : " He was the only man too (fays 
Mr. Johnfon quite fcrioufly) that did 
jufiice to my good breeding} and you 
may oblerve that I am well-bred to. a 
degree of needlefs fcrupulodty. No man, 
(continued he, not obferving the amaze- 
nunc of his hearers) no man is ib 
cautious not to interrupt another ; ' no 
inan thinks it ib neceflary to ^peor at- 
cative when others are fpeaking; no 
-manlbAcadily-rcfufcs preference .to him- 
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ilblf, or fo willingly beftows it on another, 
,a$ I -do; no body holds fo ftrongly as I 
do ,ihc necetTity of ceremony, and the 
iU effects, which follow the breach of ic : 
.yet people think me rude; but Barnard 
did mejuftice." 'Tispity, faid I,laugh- 
ing> that. he had not heard you compli- 
ment the Cambridge men after dinner 
to-day. ** Why (replied he) I was in- 
clined to down them fure enough t but 
then a fellow defgrves to be of Oxford 
that talks fo-" I have heard him at 
other tim«s relate how-he ufed to fit in 
fome coffee-houfe there, and turn M<~~*s 
C-pr-ft-U'*s into ridicule for the diverfion 
<X himfclf and of chance comers-in; 
" The Elf,— da (fays he) was too exqui* 
ficely pretty ; I could make no fun out of 
that;" When upon, fome occafions hv 
would exprefs his aftonjflim^nt th;tf hQ 
ihould have an enemy in the world, 
while he; had been doing nothing but 
good to his neighbours, I u&d tomakc, 
bim recollect chefecircumftancci: "W^ 
P3 
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child (fa1d he), «rliat harm could ^it do 
the fcllow ? I alwsy« thought Twy «*11 
of M-— n for' a Cath^idgt ttita; 'ht 
ii> I btlicvc, a mighty blamilcfs tha- 
rafter." Such tritks were, howewt-,"flie 
■more uflpardoiiabie in Mr. Johnfon, bc- 
CBufe rto one could haranguc'like'him 
abdut the difficulty always found- inftir- 
^ving- petty w^uriis; cr in proVoking 
*y needlefs otftncci Mr. }ar^m; \m 
tw'ttf, had mudhdfhite affeftlioft, fliAugh 
Ik defjpifed his «s«tof foholaftk; -lefcm- 

. iiig.: ' f* That j^mionrt would (&itihe) 
delend'hra pbpBs to'tbc btft:>'<iio>^iMU)g 
iad ■ under hie . care Ihould -ftfffe^'for 
cdmmittiDg flight improprieties, Mrtiilc he 
had bfouh Co dtf&ad, or power co proceA 

'- them. If I httl had foos to fend to 
college (added";he)i Jot^an Ihould have 
bfceh their tutor." 

. i.ifir VfiHiam. Bhowoe the phyficiah, 
f^'Jvncd lift 1 y^tar txtraordinary »ge, 
«aid ftns ioj^chCr refpeds ao otM.inortal, 
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aith more gonial than und«rftanding, 
■and more felf-fufilcieticy than wit^ was 
*he only peffon who ventured to oppofc 
Mr. Johnfon, when he had a' mind to 
Aline by exalting his favourite univerfity, 
and to -cxprefit his contempt of the 
vhiggiih nations which prevail at Cam- 
bridge. He did it once, howeVcr, with 
ibrprifing felicity : his antagoniA having 
jcpeated with aij air of Jrijimph the 
&H10US effigtun v^ritten by £>r. Trapp, . 

Our royal mafter faw, with heedful eyes, 
'Tfac Wats ofjiu mn usiTcrfities ; 
'Troops bcLtPpKfbrd fentt as Icnowiilg why 
That learned body wanted loyalty : 
" But boots to Cambridge gave, as, WcH difceming, 
Tkat that right loyal -boiy waitted kanmig< - 

Which, fay.s 'Si^ William, might wdl be 
.a^weced thus : . 

^The ti^fo pifoEd {enthis troop ofhorie. 
For Tories awa no argument b'fit force % 
With dqiial'carc to Cambridge books he fenti 
Tor WiigsaBownt force 4)14 argunimu 

D + 



HihyGoonlc 



40 A^fiCDpTES OF THB: :,A-BE 

Mr. Johnfon dui him the jullice ta 
fay, it was.ohcof thehappieft extempo- 
raneous prbdu£tions he ever met with ; 
though he oQce.coitiically cQnfcQed> thftt 
he hated to repeat the wit of a whig urged 
in fupport of whi^ifm. Says Garrick tO; 
him one day, Why did not you. make mc 
a tory, when we lived fo much .together,' 
you love to make : people tories h 
•* Why (fays Johnfon, pulling a heap, 
of halfpence from his pocket) did noC- 
the king make thcfc guineas V 

Of Mr. Johnfon's toryifm the world 
has long been witncfs, and the political 
pamphlets written by him in defence of 
bis party, are vigorous aod elegant. He 
often delighted his imagination with the 
thoughts- of having destroyed Junius, an' 
anonymous writer who flourifhed in the. 
years 1769 and 1770, and who kept 
himfelf fo ingenioully concealed from 
every endeavour to deteft him, that 
no prgbaWc guefs was, I believe, ewr 
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fomie^ concerning' the author's name, 
though at that time the fubjcft of gene-, 
ral converfation. Mr. Johnfon made us 
aU laugh one day, becaufe I had received 
a remarkably fine Stilton cheefe as 
a prefent from fome perfon who had 
packed and direfted it carefully, but) 
wichoiit jncntioning ■ whence, it came. 
Mr. Xfarale^ defirous to know who we 
were obliged to, aflced every friend as they 
came in, but rio body owned it : *• De- 
pend upon it. Sir (fays Johnfon), it was 
fcnt by Jumus." 

The Falfe Alarm, his firft and favourite 
pamphlet, was written at our houfe be- 
tween eight o'clock on Wednefday night" 
and twelve o'clock on Thurfday night j* 
we read it to Mr. Thrale, when he came 
very late home from the Houfe of Com- 
mons : the other political trafts followed 
in their order. I have forgotten which- 
contains the ftroke at Juniusi but Ih all 
for ever remember the pleafur^ it gave- 
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him to have written it. It was however 
in the year 1775 that Mr. Edmund Burko 
made the famous fpeech in parlismeat, 
that ftruck even foes with admiration, 
and friends with delight. Among the 
namelefs choufands who are contented t» 
echo thofc praifes they have not iktU tq 
invent, /ventured, before Dr. Johii£>n 
himfelf, to applaud, with rapture^ the 
beautiful pafTage in it concerning Lord 
Bathurft: and the Angel i which, faidoiir 
Podtpr, had I been in the houfe, I woul4 
have anfwered thus : , , 

** Suppofe, Mr. Speaker, ^?t to 
"Wharton, or to Marlborough, or to any 
of the eminent whigs of the la(i age, the 
devil had, not with any great impro- 
priety, confented to appear j he would 
perhaps in fomewhat like thefe word^ 
have commenced the converfation : 

** You feem, my Lord, to be con- 
cerned at the judicious apprebenfion, that 
while you are Taping the ibundatione of 
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r&ytlty^ at home> and propagating here 
the dangerous do£triae of refiftancej 
the diftance af America maf fccure its 
iidiabitants &otn your arts, though adtve : 
but 1 will unfold to you the gay profpcfts 
of futurity. -TJiis people, now fo innocent 
kiiA harmkfs, fkil\ draw the fword againft 
their mother country, and bathe its point 
W the blood of their benefaftors : this 
Jjfce^c, now contented with a little, ihall 
flWh refufe-to fpare what they themfelves 
confefs thej^ couH not mifsj and thefe 
(Wen, now fo he^cfe and fo grateful, fliall, 
^ fttufn f<>t peace and for proteAion, 
fee their vile agents in the houfe of par- 
Haiittent, there to fow the feeds of fcdition, 
and propagate confuflon, perplexity, and 
pain. Be not difpifited then at the con- 
templation of their prcfcnt happy ftatc: 
I proniifc you that anarchy, poverty, and 
death flialJ, by my care, be carried even 
acrofs the fpacious Atlajitic, and fettle in 
America icfelf, the lure confequences of 
our beloved whiggifm," 
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This I thought a ;t^iDg fo very pw-. 
ticular> that I begged his leave to write 
it down direftjy, before ijiy thing coui4 
intervene that might roake me forget 
the force of the exf«<fflons: a trick, 
which I have however feen .pUyed on 
eoitimoti occafiops, of fitting fteadily 
down at the other end of the room to 
vritc . at the moment what fhould be 
faid in -company, either ^^Dr. Johnfon 
or to him, I never prafi^ifed rayfclf, nor- 
approved of in another,-. There is fomc- 
thing fo ill-bred, and fo. incliningi to^ 
treachery in this condu£t> -that were it 
eomi-nonly adopted, all confidence would 
foon beexiJed from foCiety, and a con-J 
verfation aflembly-room wpuld become, 
tremendous as a court of juftice. iV ^E- 
of acquaintance joined infamJUar chat: 
may fay a thoufand things, which (as^ 
the phrafe is) pafs well enough at the, 
timcj though they cannot ftand the teft; 
of critical exanVmationj and as all taJk. 
beyond that which is neceffary to tbci 
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purpofes of ai^ual bufinefs h a kind of 
game, there will be ever found ways of 
playing" fairly or unfairly at it, which 
diftinguifb the gentleman from the jug- 
gler. Dr. Johnfon, as well as many of 
my acquaintance, knew that I ktpt a 
common-place book; and he ai\e day 
faid to me good-humouredly, that he 
would give me fomething to write in my 
rcpofitory. " I warrant (faid he) there 
is a great deal about me in it: you ihall 
have at leaft one thing worth your 
pains J fo if you will get" the pen , and 
ink> I will repeat Co you Anacreon's 
Dove directly} but tell at the fame 
time, that as I neyer was ftruck with' any 
thing in the Greek language till I read' 
tkat, fo I never read any thing in. the 
fame language fiQce, that pleafed me as 
much. I hope my tranflation (conti- 
nued he) is not worfe than that of Frank 
Fawkes." Seeing mc difpofed to laygh,' 
" Nay, rvay (faid he), Frank Fawkes has 
done them very finely." 
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Lovely courier of the flsy. 
Whence and whjther doft thou fiy l 
Scatt'ring, 'as thy pinions play. 
Liquid fragrance all the way : 
. Is it bufinefs ? is it lore ? 
TdlEie, tell me, gentle Dove. 

** Soft Anacreon'i tows I bearj 
" Vows to Myrtalc the fair ; 
" Grac'd with all that charms the hcart» 
" Blufhing nature, fmiling art. 
•' Venus, courted by an ode', 
<< On the bard ber Dove beltow'd. 
" VeAed with a maficr's right 
■ '* Now Anacreon rules my flight ; 
■ " Ks the letters that you fee, 
" Weighty charge confign'd to me : 
" Think not yet my fervide hard, 
" Joylefs taflc' without reward »- 
" Smiling at my ma Iter's gates, 
*' Freedom my return awaits ; 
" But the liberal grant in vain 
" Tempts me to be wild again i 
" Can a prudent Dove decline ' 
" BliTsful bondage fiich as mine ? 
" Over hills and fields to roam, 
" Fortune's gueft without a home f 
" Under leaves to hide one's head, 
" Slightly fheltet'dy coarfdy fed ;. 
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•* Nowmy better lot bellows 

*' Sweet repail, and foft repofe ; 

" Now the generous bowl I fip 

" As it leaves Anacreon's lip ; 

" Void o£ care, and free irom dread^ 

** From his tingers Ciatcli bis brefidt 

" Then with lufeious plenty gay, 

" Round his chamber dance and play ; 

" Or from wine/as courage fprlngs, ■ 

" &er bia face extend my wings ; 

" And when feaft and frolic tii-e, 

" Drop ftfleep upon his lyre. 

'* This is all, be quick and go, 

■* More than all tbon canft not know f 

" Let mc now my pinions ply, 

" I have chatter'd like a py'-" 



When i had finiihed, " But you muft 
femanber to add (fays Mr. Johnfon) 
that thotj^ theie verfe^ «ere planned, 
luid even begun, when I wa& fixceen years 
tM, I never could ftod time to make ati 
•tnd of them before I was fixty-eight," 

This facility of writing, and this dila- 
torinefs ever to write, Mr. Johnfon always 
xeuined, from the days that he lay i-hcd 
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and dilated his firft publication to Mr. 
He£tor, who a£ted as his amanuenfts, to 
the moment he made me copy out thofe 
variations in Pope's Homer which are 
printed in the Poets Lives : " And now 
(faid he, when I had finifhed it for him) 
1 fear not Mr. Nichols of a pin."— rThe 
fine Rambler on the fubjeft of Procrafti- 
nation was haftily compofed, as I have 
heard, in Sir Jofliua Reynolds's parlour, 
whilq the boy waited to carry it to prcfs : 
and numberlefs are the inftances of his 
writing under immediate preflure of im- 
portunity or diftrefs. He told me that 
the charafter oiSoher in the Idler, was 
by himfelf intended as his own portrait ; 
and that he had his own outfet into life 
in his eye when he wrbte -the eaftern 
ftory of Gelaieddin. Of the allegotical 
papers in the Rambler, Labour and Heft 
was his fayourtte; but Serotinus, the 
iman who returns late in life to receive 
honours in his native country, and meets 
with mortification inftead of rcfpeft, was 
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by him canfidered as a maftcrpieCc in 
the fcience of life and manners. The 
charafter of Profpcro irt the fourth vo- 
lume, Garrick took to be his : and I 
have heard the author fayj that he never 
forgave the offence. Sophron was like- 
wife a piiSure draWn "from reality j and 
by Gelidus the phildfophel-, he ttieartt ttj 
rcpreftnt Mr. Coulfon, a mathfematician, 
who formerly lived at Rocheftcr. The 
tnan-in:imortaItfed for purring like a cac 
was, as he told me, one BliJby, a proftor 
in the Commons; He who barked fo 
ingcnioufly, and then called the drawci- 
t(j drive away the dog, Was ftther to Dr. 
Salter of the Chartcrhoufe. He who 
fung a fong, and by correfpondent mo- 
tions of his arm chalked out a giant on 
the wall, was oneRiehardfon, an attorney. 
The letter figned Sunday, was written by 
Mifs Talbot i and he fancied the billets 
in the firft volume of the RaiTibltr, were 
fent him by Mifs Mulfo, noW-Mrs. Cha- 
' |)onc. The papers contributed by Mrs. 
£ 
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Carter, had much of his eftcem, th&ugff 
he always blamed nft for preferring the 
letter ligned Chariefla to the allegory, 
where religion and fuperftittoii are indeed 
ttmft mafterly delineated. 

"When' Dr. Johnfon read his own iatfref 
31 which the life of a fchidar is painted, 
with the various obftniftioni thrown ia 
his way to fortune and to fame, he burlt 
inta a pafltoh of tears one day:- the 
family and Mr. Scott only were prefenty 
who> in a jocofe way,- clapped him, on 
the back, and faid> What's all this, my 
dear Sir ? Why yotf» and I, and flirr- 
(ttlety you know» were all troubled with 
Melancholy. As there are many gentlcT 
men of the fame name, I Jfaould fay^ 
perhaps, that it was a Mr. Scott who 
married Mifs Robinfon,.and that I think 
1 have heard Mr. Thrale call hitn George 
Lewis* or George Auguftus, I have (tx- 
got which.. He was- a very large msn* 
Jhowerer>. apd.tQade.QUt tbe.viBOivinUf 
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with Johofpn ' and Hercules comically - 
Cii^ugh . The Doftor was fo ^eligbted a.f 
his odd. r^lyi tbac he fuddenly embrace^ - 
^itftx and che ftibjed was immedlatelf 
Changed. I never faw Mr. Scott buc 
that once in my life. 

. pr. Johnfon was liberal enough in 
graDting literary aflHtaace to others, \ 
think i and inBumo^blo are the prefaces, 
iermotis, lectures, and dedications whici) 
fie ufed to m^Jc^ fpr pepple who begged 
of him. Mr. Murphy related in his tni 
fny hearing one day, and he did nop 
^ny it, that when Murphy jok^d hjnj 
the week-before for having been fo dili* 
gent of late between Oodd's feraiun an4 
E^eny'8pro]ogue>thatDr.Johnfopreplje^» 
^ Wbfi Sir, when tfwy come to me ^rith 
a .(?e»d ftay-maker and a dying p^rfpn^ 
what can a man dpf" 'H.t/aid, however, 
that " he Ji«ed tp give away literary 
performances, or even x^ fell them to9 
cJieaply: the next gcfieratioa Jhall not 
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accufe me (added Ke) of beating dbwn 
the price of literature: one hates, bc- 
fidcE, ever to give thst which one has ' 
been accuftomed to UM; would- not 
you. Sir (turning to Mr. Thralc), rather 
give away money than porter ?" 

Mr. Jfoiinfon had never, by his own 
account, been a clofc ftudent, and ufed 
to advife young people never to be with- 
out a book in their pocket, to be read at 
bye-times when they had nothing elfe to 
do. " It hais been by that meaiis (faid 
he to a boy at our houfe one day) that 
all my knowledge has been gained, 
except what I have picked up by run- 
ning about the world with my wits ready 
to obferve, and my tongue ready to talk. 
A man is feldom in a humour to unlock 
hh book-cafe, fet his defk in order, and 
-betake himfelf to ferious ftudy; but 3 
retentive memory will do- fomethrng, 
and a fellow fliall have ftraoge credit 
grren him, if he can but rccolkt^ finking 
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pafl^es from different boQks» keep the 
authors feparate in his head, and bring 
his ftock of kncfwledge artfully intQ 
play : How elfe (added he) do the 
gamefters manage when they play, for 
more money than they are worths* , His 
Dlftionary, however, could not, one 
would think, have been written by run- 
ning up and down ; but he really did 
not.confider it as a grjcat performance^ 
and ufed to fay, " that he might have done 
it eafUy in two year«, had not his health 
received ieveral fbocks during the time." 

. When Mr. Thrale, In confequence of 
this declaration, teized him in the year 
17^8 to give a new edition of it, becaufe 
(faid he), there are four or five grofs 
faults : " Alas, Sir (replied Johnfon), 
there are four or five hundred faults, 
inttfid of four or-five ; but you do not 
confider that it would take me up three 
whole months labour, and when the time 
was expired, the work would not be 
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&ohft/' When the bookfelfcrs fct ftfm 
abo'ut it liowever fome ytsn after, hfr 
Wnc cheerfully to the bi>iibefs» fald'Ue 
Vas *rdl i>'aid, and that they dsferVed 16 
haVfc it done carefully. His reply to tTtc- 
pcrfon'who cbnipli oriented him on ita 
tofniti^ oiit firft> hiciitiotiing fhe lU fuc- 
cefs of the French in a, fiiictnar atteriipt, 
IS well known ; 'and» I triiit^ has b^eH 
Wten recdi'ded : " "Why, *hat wtiiild ych 
TTXlftft', dear Sir (faid he% from fellot^, 
'that eat frogs ?" I have however oftib 
'thought'Dr. Johhfon more-Frw tMrptii- 
dent in profefling fo.loudjy hi? little IkiU 
to the Greek language : for thoAJgh. h© 
■tonfide'reU it as a proof of "a narrow rru'nd 
"to be tb6 careful of ntefary repytatibn^ 
yet no man could be more enfaged thafn 
■he, if an enemy,, taking Advantage bf'thii 
confelfifth, twitted him, with his ignorance j; 
and I femei^bci; when Ihc king of Deft-. 
mark was i'n England, one of his nobl&- 
men w-as brought by Mr. Colman'lb fee 
'Vx. JoKnfqn at our co.uflt^-liauf? -^ apdi 
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fraving heard, he {aid, that be vk not 
famous for Greek literature, attacked 
him on the weak lide ; politely adding, 
chat be ehofe th»t conrerfacion on pur- 
pofe to favour himfelf. Our Dodor, 
fedwevcr, difplayed fo copious, fo com- 
pendious a knowledge of authors, books, 
and every branch of learning in that lan^ 
guage, that the gentleman appeared allo- 
nilhed. Wheo he was gone home (fays 
Johnfon), '' Now for all this triumph, I 
may thank Thrale's'Xenophon here, as, 
I think, expeptiag that one, 1 have not , 
looked in a Greek book thefe ten years j 
but fee what hafte my dear friends were 
all in (continued he) to tcU this poor 
innocent foreigner that I knew nojthing 
of Greek! Oh, no, he knows nothing of 
Creek!" with a loud burft of laughing, 

■ When Davics printed the Fugitive 
iPieces without his knowledge or confent i 
How, faid I, would Pope have- raved, 
'W he beert ferved fo? " VTc IbouJd 
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never ( replied h«) have heard the laft or\- 
to be fure i bi^t then Pope was a narrow 
man : I will however (added he) fto.nn. 
and blufter tayjflf a little this time}"—, 
fowent to London in allthcwrathh? cauld 
mufter up. At bis return I afted how the 
ifFair ended ; " Why (faid he), I was a 
Qcrce feUpw, and pretended to be very 
angryj and Thomas was a good-natured 
fellow, and pretended to be very forry; 
fo there the matter ended ; I-bcUewe the 
dog loves mc dearly. Mr. Thrale (turn- 
ing to my huiband), what (hall you and 
I do .that is good for Tom Davies? 
Wc win do fonic;hing for Incfi, \.o h% 
furc," 

Of Pppe as a writer he ha4 the hjg^ieft 
opinipn, and once when a lady at ouf 
houfe talked of his preface to Shakefpeare 
3s fupcrior ta Pqpe-'s ; '^ I fear not, 
Madain (faid he), the Htcle fellow h^ 
doi^e wpodcrs." His fu.perior reverence 
pf Pryden i>ptvith{landii]g{lil| appeyre^ 
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in hjs talk as in his writings i and wheq - 
fome one mentioned the ridicuJc thrown 
en him in the Rehearfal, as having hurt 
his general chara£ter as an author ; ** On 
the contrary (fays Mr. Johnfon), the 
greatnefs of Dryden's reputation is now 
the only principle of vitality which 
keeps the duke of Buckingham's play 
from pytrefftftion." 

It was not very eafy however for people 
not quite intimate with Dr. Johnfon, 
to get exactly his opinion of a writer's 
merit, as he would now and then divert 
himfelf by confounding thofe ly ho though^ 
themfclvcs obliged to fay to-morrow 
what he had fatd yefterdayj and even 
Garrick, who ought to have been better 
acquainted with his tricks, profefled 
himfelf mortified, that one time when he 
fvas. extolling l>ryden in a rapture th^c 
I fuppofe difgufted his friend, Mr. John- 
fon fuddenly challenged him to produce 
^enty lines in a fcries that would noi; 
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Hifgrace the po« and his admirer. Gar-- 
Hck produced a pafli^ that he had once 
heard the Ooftor commend, in which he 
»«f found, if I Tcnttmber rightly, fixtcerj 
Taolre^ and tnadc Gtrrick look filly at 
Tits -owa ttble. When I toM Mr. John- 
fon the ftory, " Why, whit a monkey 
>ai Dartd bow (fays he), to tell of his 
own difgrace!" And- in the -courfe of 
that hour's chat.hc told me, how he 
ufed to teize Garrick by commendations 
tof the tomb fcene in Congreve's Mourn- 
ing Bride, proreftrng that Shakcfpeare 
"had in the fame line of excellence no^ 
thing as good : *' All which is ftriftly 
irue (faid he) j but that is no rcafon 
for fuppofing Congreve is to ftsnd in 
competition with Shakcfpcare ; thefe. 
"fellows know not how to blame, nor 
iiow to commend." i forced him one 
•day, in 3 fimilsir humour, to prefer 
"Young's dcfcription of Night to the 
Vo tnuGh admired ones of Dryden and 
Shakcfpcare, as more forcible, and mor^ 
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geheral. Every reader is riot €\tHet a 
loV'er or a tyrant, but every readSrls'ln- 
Ufcfted *hch he hears that 

'Creadota fleepe » 'tis 'm the ^ewntF pSft 

Qf life flood fim, and nature mad^i^ {IM& } . 

jAji airfui pauT; — prophetic of its end. 

y This (feid fee) is true i but remembex 
that taking the compofitlons pf Young 
.JB.gcnerali they ire but Uke bright Hcd- 
jsin^-ftones oyep a miry ro«d;, Toung 
. froths, and foams, -and bubbles ,fiBmfr- 
'tiiiie's very Yigorouflyj but we muit 
iiot compare 'the noTfe made by your 
'tea-kettle here with die roaring ot" the 
(jceaij," 

' Soin«b©yy 'was praiting ComciHe- one 
^diy |n OppOfltibn tb Shakefpeaf e ; "Gof- 
^ireilh: is 'to Shakefptare (replied Mr. 
"lohnftti) as *a ■cKpped ■ hcdige ■ is to -a 
'-"fortjft:" Wren we ' talked bO'Steelc's 
"Kfiajfs, ^* *rhey are too "Min (fays 
"teUf^riti?) -for ^n-En'glilhman's taftc: 
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mere fuperRcial obfcrvations on . life 
and manners, without erudition enough 
to make them keep, like the light 
French wines, which turn four with 
ftanding a while for want of hdy^ as 
we call it." 

Of a much admired poem, when ex- 
tolled as beautiful (he replied), "That 
it had indeed the beauty of a bubble : 
the colours are gay (faid he), but ihfe 
fubftance flight."- Of James Harris's 
Dedication, to his Hermes I have hear^ 
him obferve, th»t, though but fourteen 
lines long, ther^ were fix grammatical 
faidlts in it. A friend -was praifing the 
ftyleof Dr. Swifc; Mr. Johnfon didnot 
find himfcif in the humour to agree with 
him; the critic was driven from oae 
.of his performances to th? other. At 
length you muji allow mc, laid the gen- 
tleman, that thaeaxc^rcjfgfaSs in the 
account of the Four laft Years of Que^n 
Anne : " Yes furely Sir (rejJie? Johg- 
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fon), andfo there are in the Ordinary 
■of Newgate's account." This was like 
■the ftory which- Mr. Murphy tells, and 
Johnfon always acknowledged : How 
.Dr. Rofe of Chifwick, contending for 
:thc preference of Scotch writers over 
the Englilh, after having fet up his 
authors like nine-pins, while the Dodor 
kept bowling them down again ; at lalt, 
to make fure of viAory, he named Fergu- 
fon upon Civil Society, and praifed the 
■ book for being written in a »fw manner. 
" I do not (fays Johnfon) perceive the 
value of this new manner; it is only 
like Buckinger, who had no hands, and 
-fo wrote with his feet." Of a modern 
Martial when it came out: ** There 
are in thcfe vcrfes (fays Dr. Johnfon) 
too much folly for madncfs, I think, 
and too much madnefs for folly.". If, 
however, Mr. Johnfon lamented; that 
■die nearer he approached, to his own 
times,' the more enemies he fliould 
■make, by telling biographical truth* in 
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hj& Liv<5 of the Utor PecYi, what tti^ 
I i\ot apprehend', wbo^ if I relate zjicK'' 
^oces of Mr. Jqhnfon* am obltgcd-ta 
repeat cx{»^ffion3 of feverity, and fcn- 
tencH of contempt? Let me at Icaft 
ibfcen them a Utfk» b]r &yingi that he 
did not hate the pcrfbns- he treated with 
roughncis, or delptfe them whom be 
dr^ve from him by apparent fcortu. He 
jcally loved and refpefted many whom 
he would not. fufier to love him. And 
when ho related to mc a fliort dialogue 
that paPfed between himfelf and a writer 
of.^he f^t eminence in the world, when 
he was in ^Scotland, I was fliocked to 
think how he mgll have difgufted him. 
Dr. ■— ' " ' afked me (faid he) why 
I did not join in their public worihip 
when among thpm ? for (faid .he) I 
went CO your churches oftei> when in 
Efigland. " So (replied Johnfon) I 
.have rea4 that the. Siamefc fent aml;>4f- 
fadori to Louis Qgatorar^ bup I nev^r 
bevd.tM the lctng,of France thougbt 
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Jt frorth his while to fend atxibafiadbr» 
from his coun ta that of Siam." H« 
was no gentler with myjelf, ttr thofe for 
%kom I had the grcateft regard. Whe? 
I one day Ivnented the lofs of ft &ik 
eonfin kilied in America-^" Prithee, 
my dear (faid he), have dom with. cant- 
ing; how would the world be wor& 
for it> I may alk, if all yoar relations 
were at . once fpitted like larkst and 
roafted for Prefto's ftipper?" Frefto 
was the dog that lay under the tabic 

while *e talked. When we went 

into Wales together, .iuid fpenc fome 
lime at Sir Robert Cotton's .at 'Lle- 
weny, one day at dinner ! meant to 
pleafe Mr. Johnfon particularly with a 
difh of very young peas. Are not they 
charming ? faid I to him^ while he was 
eating them.— " Perhaps^ (faid he) they 
would be fo— to A fig." I only inftancc 
thefe replies, to excufe my mentioning ' 
thofe he made to others.^ 
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■ When a well-known author publifti^d 
■his' poems in the year 1777 ; Such a 
one's verfes are come out, faid I : " Yes 
{replied Johnfon), and this froft has 
-ftruck them in again. Here are fome 
lines I have written to ridicule them : 
■but remember that I love the fellow 
dearly, now — for all I laugh at him^ 

Whfcrefoe'er I tura my view, 
All is ftrange, yet nothing oeW : 
Endlefs labour, all along, 
Endleft labour to be wrong ; 
PhraTe that Time has flung away ) 
Uncouth words in difarray, 
Trick'd in'antique ruff and bonnet, ' 
Ode, and elegy, and fonnet." 

When he parodied the verfes of an- 
other eminent writer, it was done with 
more provocation, I believe, and with 
feme merry malice. A ferious tranfla* 
tion of the fame lines, which I think are- 
from Euripidei, may be found in Bur- 
Tiey's Hiftory of Mufic— flerc are the 
burlefqueoncs:' 
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Err {h^UxfjuQt, .ntg stfoluteicil^Jqfie 
Times glooiiijriha<**ar'i5HSly»4tfi(»i« cjTM » 

JTJiejr ro tie dc^e yjiere fnj^kc 'with curljiitplay 
ABiiOUa<:'d-die dianer to Che njpODS roQn^ 
- '8iH>Haoa''d''the i.-i^cf'blT^liC'aild'lui^r.gt^,' 

The better vSi af.BOtas, or Jwcsc «r fluall. 
By quiT'ring ftci^.^r.jntudijj^c^ jrind; 
Tn]mgst,qr^lyte-rjo. ttqjrh^rih bolbpu,chillt 
Admi{^^fic!cr J)^ foi^ht, or could jiot find. 
Oh! fcnd;feowi.tO;rtc.<«Il«».9«tt$o»s.fcn, 
Her bal^ul eyes where Soitow roll* around ; 
Where gloom^imtnour'4 ltfil«hMf ioves to dwell, 
^ Jiy^ fftwd-K, ;allJi(i«^,^l(pF'^, :ii.Jie«es fj^e 

-tW**? 8*=^:liWf'^jI?l« ^§?fcioi«,^0i. 
And purplenc^jr^Jads the feftive hourj 
The gueft) without k want, without a. with, 
Can yield no^jiBm(^o;J^g^c^s fiwtljiflgBow'r. 

Some of ,ibetj}lj^:l4pgend^r7 Aai;ies put 
in verft tbjr .modern vrjteis pravokcd 
him to caricature them thus one day at 
Streathamj but they are .already .well- 
knowfl, li^^f^rt:. . 
F 
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6$ ANKCDOTBS Ot TRS' LATI 

The tender iafant, meek and^iUy 

Fell down upon the (lone t 
The Qorfe todc up the fquealing chik^ 

Bat lUU the child fquealM on. 

A famous balUd alfo> beginning jRio 
verdcj Rio verdct whet> I comniended 
the tranflation of it, he faid he could do 
it better himfelf—as thus; 
Glafljf water, glaffy- water, 
Down whol^ current clear and Arongf, 
Chiefs confus*d in mutual flaughter. 
Moor and CliriMan roll along. 

But SiFi faid I, this is not ridiculous at 
alL " Why no (replied he), why fhould 
I always write ridiculoufly?— perhaps 
becaufft I made thefe verfes to imitate 
fuch a one, naming him : 

Hcnnic hoar, in {blemn cell/ 
Wearing out life's evening gray ; 
Strike thy bofom fage ! and tell^ 
-^What is bltfs, and which the wiy f 
Thus I fpoke, and fpealung figh'd. 
Scarce repreii 'd the ftartiog tear, 
When the hoary Sage reply'd. 
Come, my lad, and drink Ibmc beer;** 
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DR. SAHUBL JDRN'SOir.-. 6^ 

- I could give aitothef comical ioftaiice 
of caricatura imitation. RecoUe&in^ 
ibmc day, when praifing thcfe verfes of 
Lopez de Vega, ■ 

St a fuin U) Uenet vikct 
Vtnt* una mmgtr. btrmtjk 
OtUtfiaeaaiitrpunfi 
O tUa it fir mffiailfa^ 

more ,than he thoughc they 4cferyqd> 
Mr. Johnfon inftantlyohfervcd, "that 
they were founded on a trivial conceit; 
and that conceit ill-explained, apd iU- 
ej[I)reffed befidc»-^— The lady, we all 
know, does not conquer in the fame 
manner as tlie lion does : *Tis a mer« 
play of words (added he), and you 
might as well fay, that 

If tlw nun wliQ tanUps cries, 
Crf not wlien bis £itlier dies, 
/Tu a proof tliat he had r^her 
Hare a taniip than his fattier. . 

And this humour is of the fame forc 
with which he anfwered th^ -&iea<l 



HihvGodnlc 



wtw ' ebtbdioachd 4he '^otlpiriag ^Uie: 

; ■' "Wliffhilrfs b'er ^eebiJri'ffitJul* iMfttf 6^ frte. 

" To be fure (faid Dr. J^yli^^a), 

Who drives fet^^n^c^ijJd^li^Bifrlfvbe fat." 

This rcadincis of finding (i jJitfallcl, or 
Hiding onc,^;^ ;Ili,ejn|p^y|tpi perpe- 
tually in the courte of convcrfation.— 
jJVW^'^e\Fi*DGh.'^«tfe»''or a 'ceruM 
i>arreoiirfilrie'w*ert4*o«'i''*«s, ' ■ ■■ - 
'■:r,uu-j u.:-y.-r. ■. . r... i, ;-. - ,. -.■ ■, ;■ 

I pMir vtBt^air ftt^ofdrt, mt/dofnti tt.m^ia(rt, 
' ' ^'j'fti'^offandftdifctniutdcs max; 

: ^ ■;. -j I ri: ,■!'■■■ 'c:> ~. : . .. 'i . r-,,l 

" I am CalTaiidra^Me Hftki^htfin VieHk^f- -' 
To tell ea^^;by-:,ftHifl<!rj»^taflne,i;ap deny, 
7bat I am.^^j^^v^ oQii),e $t(i,wji.|(TQfa^the Iky." 

The pisttyli(Wli»n we^fts^go^t fhe end 
of Barctti 'shook, called "EafyPhrafeo- 

kmiktf- i -■■■- ■'-■-s -;l i/:. ..■-'...- 
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La fdJrena * tai taigitUUm 



Long may live my lovely Hetty 1 

Always pretty, always young, 
IArt,vtf imilyTiittf]oi^:l- ' ] ■ " 
Alway* jtxmg and aiv^sfi prattif 4 

The famous diftich too, of an Italian 

Itfoaetfa ntt ^ifixm iHc'6Mtttt'al-'tHi 
fiitffT^fibriTij;:;-^ ■ ■■ -'^- ■ '■ ■ ; 

■ 9»ai 9mr!V^i.triiu^M -iffWW; ■;. . . 

* wfiicTi^ (faM Ke5 *burd do'j\iti:'Wiirtlf 
^ <iuMarigu'4^" fSu^": - ' ■ •' 

If at your. coiQiiur prince^ dliappegr, 
Coincts 1 c^pi^ every day— and Hay * y^i" 

f 3 
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ja AUlCDOTBS OF -'TH» tATB 
"When fomcone'in coriipany commended 
the verics of M. dc Benfcrade i/on Zi/j 

ThfatreJttrit«dufiaa-*v > 
Lit! tiujt-wau, etbij/'ttntri^ • 
7« ntus/aUvtir ttmmiiifoHj^, 
Stat lutflqi/b-St it mu ciagrint. 

To which he replied -without heiitatiiif^ 

*• In bed we Uagh, in bed we cry. 
And bora in bed^ io bed we die { 
The near approach a bed maj ihew/ 
Of human blils to bi^naa woe." 

. The infcciption . or the collar of Sir 
Jofeph Banks's ^at which had been oq 
two of his adventurous expeditions with 
him* and was then^ by the humanity of 
her amiable mafter> turned out to graze 
in Kent, as a recompence for her utility 
4nd /uthful. fervicC] wa,s given me by 
Johnfon in the ye^ 1777 I thinks and 
1 have never yet feen it printed. 

Ptrfitui, amhil4 bit ttrri, prtmia laSft, 
Bitt Saitt altrici Cafra/itundti Jivit. 



HihyGoogle 



-DR. SAMUEL JOHNSON., Jt 

The epigram written at Lord Anfon's 
houfe many years ago, " where (fays 
Mr. Johnfoo) I was well received and 
kindly treated, and with the true grati- 
tude, of a wit ridiculed the ipalter of 
the houfe before I had left it an hour," 
has been falfely printed in many papers 
fince his death. I wrote it down from 
his own lips one evening in Augufb 
1772, not neglecting the litde prefacci 
acculing himfelf of making lb grace- 
lefs a return, for the civilities fhcwn 
him. He had, among other elegancies 
about the park and gardens, been made 
to' -obferve a "temple to the. winds, 
when this thought naturally prefepted 
itfclf fo a wit. 

. Grattim animitm laitj»; .^t dtttdt am*ia vtntit, 
, ^atit bru viHleriim, furgtri umflajuhit I 

A tranflation of Dryden's. epigram - 
too, I -ufed to fancy I had to my- 

fcif.: 

F4 
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9'M ifiat^eHbus Jith JiJm Jiiii : 
Sublime iagtniiam Graim,—Riiwiamts b^Btht^ . 
Carmen grandt finals, Ab^Iiu Btfumjue lulit, . 
Nil tkajui uatura iapit j etaf'ari ^rtirti 
^fdtW^tMA,MflkeMm^i^:- 

from the famous lines, writteif undep 
^Utpn'f pidlurc: . ',_ . 

- ^fae- firfV ^ )oftmM^ of flt9u|S<.AH^ftr 
.TheDeKtmraajelly; iabotl» the laft.' 
The force oi Nature could'no fortfieV go, 
f-Smai^a iMrJftiJj«ri^#tlI*'fenitt-two-/ 

, Oii© evdaing in the oratorio («afoo of 
the yfiar yyfii Mr, Jo^fofr weijt with 
me to Covent- Garden f^atce; aitd 
though he was for the moft part an ex- 
ceiafr^y Baa pU;^'Rt«fe ciSTffpwrifti*; as 
his perfeh drew p■<»'^^^^^S u^6tf the 
box> and the loudnefs of his voice made 
ifdilS'Colt for riie to hdair d^ bcia^-bu< 
hiittlfclfi fee fatf fS^iriruf^y- qUiet^, afl^' 
I Battered myfelf that he was liftenh^ 
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td thv iwufiie. Vftam' wfe ^re g»ckomc 
fiotf)<t^ Ifc rc^atj*d- theSf! WHt<iV which 
he faid he had made at the oratorkty aavd 
he bid me tranUate. them. . . 

IN THEATK&t 

Tirtii •oir/t quatir »rht lufiri 

StrmvthifUt/ 
Ttwt midari fidihui caneris f 
Tint pir fiStt SeiAd^gtmfr 

Jnter tquaUt fiti ftlU lihw, 
Caditii ^mjfwitiBjto msr 

Lufihut gaudttfutr sttajtt 
huxu) thliSat jitvenim tieatri. 
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74 AffECDOTES or THl LATC 

I ^^c him the folUwiDg lines in iniic^ 
tion, ■ ■^hicb. he Ijkftd well enough, I 
think::. 

■When threefcorc years Have cMII'd thee qutte, 
StOl can theatric fcenei delight i , 
lU fiitts diis place .with Ileaiiied'vtglit, 

May Bates or CoulToQ cry. 

The fchoUi's pride ^«a^ Breat dtfarm f 
His heart catf foft Guada^i vrarm i 
Or feenes with ftreet delullon cbamt 

The climaAeric eye t 

The focial club, the lonely towcpf 
Far better, fuit thy midnight hour j . 
Let each according to his power 

In worth or wiTdom Aine ! 

And while play 'pleafes idle boySt 

And wanton mirth fond youth employ^. 

To fix t)ie foul, and free from toys, 

That ufeful talk be thine. 



The copy of verfes in Latin hexamc- 
ter8> a^ well as I remember, which he 
wrote to Dr. Lawrence, I forgot to keep 
ft copy of} 4nd he obliged me to refign 
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Etiji: lAMiTEi josxsoh;.-. ^j 

£is. trandatioR 'of 'die •■ foiig begihmng; 
iSi0, . eutioui^ thit^ ^, ; for him to give 
Mr; Langton, with>a promife »«/ .td re- 
taiii & dopy. -' I e'(>nc4^ed-he.kAe^ whjv 
fo never enquired the teafon. "He hid 
the 'grcfcfttfft pofltbl^-'value for Ml-. Xj&bg- 
ton, of whofe ' virtue^ : and learoiingL iie 
delighted to talk, in Very fixalteti terms }' 
and poor Dr. Lawiincc had long -been 
his- friend and cbnfidcot. r. Thclcamrer- 
lacion I fat? themlrald together in Efltx-- 
ftreet'one day.in the year 178 1 ol',i782, 
was a melancholy one, :and made-a fin- 
gtilar tmpreflion ofi my,mind. He was. 
himfelf exceedingly iUV''and I accom- 
panied, -him -thither: fo/' advice. The 
phyfician wii however,' in fame refpefts, 
more to be ' picicH than the- patient : 
Johhfon was -pantiDg-under an Eifthma 
znd dropfy; but Lawrence had been 
brought homethat v^ry" morning ftruck 
with the palfy, ffoip fthich he had, two 
^ours before we came, ftrove to awaken 
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7^ AMCoom wr m t^rv 

bfcnfelf by'bUftch : iii^«ici«^ bb£h dea^ 
and fotro^ >Ue,i:b i]^^ befidu; ocft 
ijnra difficufeT) o£ brtJat[»Dgh' tbe otldtt 
(rwa pualjetic: dfUtH^T* Tp- give aAd 
fecciv^ mc^^ fiwAiftfl- Cbersfoiwy tke^ 
£urly iatfe do^n dn-.eoth fide % table to 
theDo&ar'dgJoamT'apartiAeiftj- Aiomeift 
Tich flEiletbna^ preftrrol.' moaSenr,; Stsli 
and' ag^eA fo irnte EAdol bitkts to* etcb 
odwr: fodi: a .foe^ did I nrfvcr fedS 
V Tod (find Joliiifa>> aii9 ri^tHii ahii 
gfliJ^i" &rtdjiig.that His friend had prcn- 
Icribed- pottiafcrve aot draftic ittncdies^ 
Ic is b^t ah, Kplits.poor X:^MrKiice iir 
an intcrriipfcd v(»ife; 'nS'BOfttre'diu isl 
^itie and tiimJi: . Infefi he lived' bnc 
few months' aftcT I bclievei and :reta{ned- 
his &oultieg( ftiti « Sorter dmei, - ^e- 
wa^ ai mao^ o( flr^ ip>c^ ^^ piK>f!HU^ 
learaingt but tittte fkilkd in the kpow* 
l^g^ of life fxTMOMttif and died with* 
out having tiwte tttjVfo^ th« repuuooii: 
be fo juftly d^HTc^t 
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Mt. Johlifon'fi'heakh.haclibacn always 
extremely 4}ad finoe X firit knev 'him, 
aftd hisi>v>er-aiixious oacc to rpum with- 
out :bteiiKQi the :fetiia& ianitf .of im 
miadt >coDtrihui)eil xnndi to difturb it. 
I(Ee hsifl (ftuditd.medkiiie diUgently ia 
all its lininches i dbot l^d iguien ■pmi' 
aular .atscnclon to cbc diftaffu .of (the 
iau^iiaciabi «diidi:be Vrat^hcd.ia.bini- 
fcdf -widi » ibUckudexloftru^WvOf his 
aim p«aoe> wad iia«>lffi«ible ito .!^o(etb« 
tinftcd. ilDtr. j-dnrefice told ihtfh one 
da^, thatif ihenoikid cQVie;aiid 4»^t shiq) 
cteoe *iw«RkiKWQwld *<»riitj iiHt ^ 
Hsw b» Qomplwmis wits 4i)prc >tjijui ,»»« 
cQwW :fi*pport. 'Jaws rthflrrfiipf tti^v I^ 
tfted» II . luppfrfc, iai)d Jq .nightficn 4^»q» 
CADCrHceil to vsMf ebbe |)«tip»cie pf it, 
xetam. IKhco :Mr. Joho&ni j&Ic J^ 
i^ncy, iQT £mated iiezfidtat* j^ifoedcred* 
Ive csofbuK. Mounvn«e tvns ito {^-jhl^ 
ofaaritdaKtiCi ;^:(in|3daf jd»telK iWP 
tptall^r^^onBiiKlstp tas lAaniber, :«fld ,| 
efk)Qt«c4 «^E'& hail Pwy Mv^g •$». 
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7t" ANECDOTES OF. THE LAT^ 

divert himfclfi he flieWcd me it (Calcula- 
tion which I could -.fbaEce; .be ma^C: to-, 
undcrftand, fovaft was the plan of it, 
and fo'very intricate were the, figunes: no 
other indeed'thahthat.tfae national defer, 
computing ic at one hundred and eighty 
millions llerlingr would, if converted 
Into filver, ferre to make a meridian 
of that metal, I forget how broad, for 
the globe of the whole earthi the. real 
gloh. On a fmiilar occaGon I aflced him 
(knowing what fubjciS: he would like heft 
tb talk upon),' How his opinion ftpod 
towards the qucftion between Pafchal 
and Soame Jennings about number and 
numeration ? as the French philofofJiCT' 
obfcryes that infinity, though on all fides 
aftonilhing, appears moft fo when the 
idea is connefted with the idea of.num- 
■ ber ; for the notions .of infinite number. 
And infinite ■number we know there is, 
ftretches one*? capacity ftijl more than 
the idea of infinite, fpace; ** Such a 
notion indeed (adds he) can fcaroelyr 
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find room in the human mind." Our 
£nglifli author on the other hand ex- 
claims, let no man give himfelf leave to 
talk about infinite number, for infinite 
number is a contradiction in terms j what*- 
ever is once numbered, we all fee cannot 
be infinite. " I think (faid Mr. John- 
fon after a paufe) we muft fettle the 
matter thus : numeration is certainly in- 
finite, for eternity might be employed 
in adding unit to unit; but every num- 
ber is in itfelf finite, as the poffibility of 
doubling it eafily proves : bcfides, ftop 
■at what point you will, you find yourfelf 
as far from infinitude as ever." Thefe 
paflagcs I wrote down as ibon as I bad 
heard them, and repent that I did not 
take the fame method, with a differtation 
he made one other . day that he was 
rery ill, concerning. the peculiar pro- 
perties of the number Sixteen, which I 
afterwards tried, but in vain, to make 
him repeat. 
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As echio -or £guiies, or onetaphyficol 
reafoning, was -the fort of talk he «(ioft 
(k%hted in, lb no JluhI of <onvatfuioD 
pleafed biflijeisi'thinki than -mhen <dke 
fubjeft was hiiU»rical iaiSt -or geoeial 
polMy. " What fluOl we Icam fconi that 
fhiff .(faid -he) .? lee us not 4ftiicy like 
Swift -^at we are exalting a woman's 
diarafter 'bf telling how Ihe 

Could name the ancient faero;i ronnd, 
Ezplun for vhac they were rcnown'd, Sec." 

J nvft upt.howyer.lfipfi p»f i^ftadS^ 
«oifi9poife..thAchei&«antto,r(tf<|rve futjj^ 
iuik for »wr's .CQmiMWy;?^.^ f ro^f.of ,pc^ 
caaaaeace. ^' He inevor i(#s ihe ei^roSe^ 
it) defired to hear lof th^ J^Maic. .war 
jKhik he iivod : Tuoh conreriatkiQ mat 
dtfft tiflac ('be ra.id>)> •andxacricdjaoe uvtxf 
■gwan oommon iife, ieaving tno ideas ho 
4iind .which cotdd ierace ^jn^siu^ j»f ■ 
•warding or -dirediion." - 

How I diould ad b not the cale, 
Bvt how would Brutus in mj place i 
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" And now (cries Mr. Johnfon, laugh- 
ing with obftrepcroifs violence), if thcfe 
two foolifh lines can be equalled itv 
folly, except by the two Succeeding 
ones->-fliew them me." 

- I alked him once concerning the cpn- 
verfation .powers of a gentleman with 
whom I was myfclf unacquainted — " He 
talked to me at club one day (replies our 
Dofkor) concermng Catiline's conlpi- 
racy — fo I withdrew my attention^ and 
thought about Tom Thumb." 

Modern: politics fared no better. I 
was one time extolling the charafEer of a^ 
ftatefman, and expatiating on the fkill 
required tO' direft the different cur- 
rents, reconcile the jarring interefts, 
&c. ** Thus (replies he) a mill is a 
complicated piece of mechanifm enough, 
but the water is no part of the work- 

iftanfhip;" On another occafion, when 

fome 'one lamented - the weaknefs of a 
G 
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8i xvEepATit or tmi lats 
then prcfent minifter, and complaJned 
that he was dull and tardjr, and knev 
liitle of affairs,—" You may as well 
Comptain, Sir (fays Johnlbn), that the 
accounts of time are kept by the clock j 
for he certainly does Hand ftill upon the 
ftair-head— and we all know that he is 
no gF*at chronol«gffr."— ^-Ip- the yeat 
1777, or therc^uts, when all die talk 
, was of ^B inyafioQ, be faid moft path«- 
ttcally one a&erhaoa> ** Alas I alas! 
how ^his unmeaniiig ftuff fpoils all my 
comfort in my friends convcrfation t 
"Will the people never have done with 
it; and fhall I n£ver hear a fentence 
again without the Frenth in it ? Here i& 
ao.inv^)0{i comings and you kfi»w there 
i& n^ne. Let the vexatious afld ffi^oufr 
talk aloae, or fuRer it at leaft to teacb 
yow Wff truth ; and learn by this per- 
petual echo of even una^^trchended dif- 
tn:fs> h«w historians magnify events ej^ 
pe£tedj or calamities endured; when 
yott know they are at this very mo* 
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fneftt calle&tng all the big ^ords t}itf 
can find', -in whick to dcfcnbe a confteN 
nation never felt, for a misfortune which 
never happeoed. Arauog all. your -U- 
mmutioas, who eats the lefs ? Who Qcep» 
the worfe/ fqr one general's ill fuccefe, 
or juiother'j fiapiiulation ? 0^, ^ray let 

US-hear ho rawe of it!" No man 

howiever tr^ss more zealoufly attached 
to his ptrtYi he ooc only loved a tory 
himfelf/ hue he loved a man the better 
if he heiard he hated a whig. " Dear 
Batburft (iaid he to me one day) wa£ a 
man to my very heart's content: he 
l^ed a fool» and he hated a rogue, and he 
leased a whigi be was a very good ia/ir.** 

Soooe que meationed a gendeman of 
tHat parry for having behaved oddly oa 
an occalioft w}ier« fadion wia not C9n- 
ccrncd :— ^* h he not a citiaen of L94- 
4oo, a native of North America, and a 
■whig? (ftyajohnfon) — L*t biift ^ 
Ga 
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abfurd, I beg of you : when a mookef 
is too like a man. it Ihocks one." 



Severity towards the poor was, in Dr. 
Johnfon's opinion (as is rifible in his 
Life of Addifon particularly), an un- 
doubted and conftanc attendant or con- 
fequence upon whiggiftn; and he was 
not contented with giving them relief, 
he wifhed to added alfo indulgence. He 
loved the poor as I never yet faw any 
one elfe do, with an earneft defire to 
make them happy. — "What lignifics, fays 
fome one, giving halfpence to common 
beggars ? they only lay it out in gin or 
tobacco. '* And why Ihould they be de- 
nied fuch fweeteners of their exiftence 
(fays Johnfon) ? it is furely very favage 
to refufe them every pofllble avenue to 
pleafurc, reckoned too coarfc for our 
own acceptance. Life is a pill which 
none of us can bear to fwa:llow without- 
gilding ; yet for the poor we delight i» 
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firipping it ftill barer, and are not 
afhamed to (hew even viGble difplea- 
furCj if ever the bitter tafte is taken 
from their mouths." In confequence of 
thefe principles he nurfed whole nefts 
of people in his houfe, where the lame, 
the blind> the Gck, and the forrowful 
found a fure retreat from all the evils 
whence his little income could fecure 
them : and commonly fpending the 
middle of the week at our houfc, he 
kept his numerous family in Ficct- 
.flreet upon a fettled allowance} but re- 
turned to them every Saturday, to give 
them three good dinners, and his com- 
pany, before he came back to us on the 

Monday night treating them with 

the fame, or perhaps more ceremonious 
civility, thui he would have done by as 

many people of faftiion making the 

holy fcriptures thus the rule of his con- 
duct, and only expe£ttng falvation as he 
was able to obey its preceptSi 



HihyGoonlc 



16 *ME6DOTE5- or T«E."XATK 

While Dr. Jobnfon Jjoflcffed tiai- 
■ erer the ftrongeft compalSon for ^- 
vfrtyor (Unefs, he did hat even prcwnd 
to feel for thofe who laineflted the lofs 
of, a child, k parent, or ' a friend.— 
•* Thefe are the diftrelJfes of Teaa^iot 
(he would reply) whith araan who is 
-really to be pitied hu at teifbre to feel. 
The Hgfit of people' whd -want food iad 
-Taimeni; is lb commOH in great; citiii, 
■that a fuHy felloir tilai Jm^, liJ^ od 
compafllon to fpare fcfJ- WOundt giyeh 
TMily to vanity or foftnels.'" No mail, 
therefbre, vrho fmarted from the ingra^ 
titude of his friends, found any fym- 
pathy from our phil(>fopheri "Let him 
do good on highfcr moriwi ' ftesrt time»" 
would be the ahfwer j '' h€ *iU then be 
fure of his rcwani.'*— It is eafy td ob-- 
ferve, that the juftice dF foch fe;itences 
made the^ ofFenfivej but i#e muft bfe 
careful how we cdnderfln a man for 
ftying what we know to be ft-ue, only 
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becavfe it it to. t hope that the fetfon 
imr hearts rebelled a little againft his fe* 
verityi was chiefly becaufe it came from 
ji living mo^th.— Books were iavented to 
cake off the odium of immediBte fupc* 
riority, and fbften the rigour of duties 
prefcribed by the teachers and cenfors 
of human kind-^fettihg at leaft thoft 
irho are acknowledged wifer than our- 
felves at a diftance. When we ^ecoUeiS 
however, that for this very reafon tier 
are feldom conftilted and little obeyed, 
how much caufe fliall his contempo- 
raries have to rejoice that tHeit- living 
Johnfon forced chc6i to £eel the reproofis 
due to vice and folly— while Seneca and 
Tillotfon i^eie iio longer able to melee 
imprellion— except on our ihelvcs. Few 
things indeed which pais Well enough 
with others would do with him : he had 
been a great ceader of Mandeville, and 
was ever on the watch to fpy owt.thofe 
Aains of original corruptidn^ ib eafily 
difcpvcrcd by a penetrating obfcrver 
G + 



HihyGoonlc 



t8 ANECDOTES OF THE XAtTE 

even in the pureft minds. I mentionet! 
an event, which if it had happened, 
would greatly have injured Mr. Thrale 
and hi$ family— and then, dear .Sjr, 
faid I, how forry you would have been J 
,'' I bcpe (replied he after a long paufe) 

■. — I fhould have been very forry j 

but remember RochefoucauU*s maxim.'' 
r— I would rather (anfweredl) remcm-. 
ber Prior> yerfcs, and afk, 

' What need of books thefe trmfas to tell, 
Wbich fojks perceive that cannot fpell ? 
And muft we fpeflacles appJy, 
To fee what hurts our naked eye ? 

Will any body's mind bear this eternal 
microfcope that you place upon your 
own fo? "I never (replied he) faw 
one that would, except that of my dear 
Mifs Reynolds— and her's is very near to 

purity itfelf." Of (lighter evils, and 

friends lefs diftant than our own houfc- 
hold, he fpoke lefs cautioufly. An ac- 
quaintance loft the almoft certain hope 
of a good cftatc that h»d been long 
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exptfted. Such a one will grieve 
.(faidl) at her friend's difappointtnent. 
'* She will fufFer as much perhaps (faid 
he) as your horfe did when your cow 

mifcarried." 1 profefTcd myfelf fin- 

ccrcly grieved when accumulated diftreflcs 
crufticd Sir George Colcbrook's family; 
and I was fo. " Your own profperity (faid 
he) may poffibly have fo far increafed 
the natural tendcrnefs of your hearr, 
that for aught I know you may be a 
little Jorry ; but it is fufBcient for a 
plain man if he does not laugh when 
he fees a fine new boufe tumble down 
all on a fudden, and a fnug cottage ' 
ftand by ready to receive the owner, 
■whofe birth entitled him to nothing 
better, and whofe limbs are left him to 
go to work again with." ' 

. I ufed to tell him in jeft, that hit 
morality was caGIy contented j and 'when 
I have faid fomething.as if the wicked- 
jiefs of the world gave me concern, he 
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would Cry out aloud igftinft. canting, 
and protcft that he thought there was 
vctf tittle grofs wickednds in the world> 
and ftiU lefs of extraordinary virtue. 
Nothing indeed more furely difgufted 
Dr. Johnfon than hyperbole ; he loived 
not to be told of fallies of ex<xUence, 
which he faid were feldotn raluable, 
and fcldom true. " Heroic virtues (faid 
he) are the hom men of life ; they do not 
appear often, and when they do appear 
are too much prized I think ; like the 
aloe-tree, which flioots and floWers once 
in a hundred years. But life is made up 
of little things ; and that charafter 
is the befi which does little but re- 
peatcd i&i of beneficence ; as that con- 
verfation is the beil which confifts iit 
elegant and pleafing thoughts enprefled 
in natural and pleafing terms. With 
regard to my own notions of moral vir- 
tue (continued he), I hope I have not 
loft my fenfibility of wrong ; but I hope 
Jikcwife that I have lived long enough 
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ja tlie wttrld, to prevent trie ffom ex'- 

:|>c£tip^ Co find aay ft£tio)i of which 
borh ; the origitMl m?UTC and all the 
parts were good." 

. The pictf of Dr. ^ohofon was exem- 
pisiy and edifying : he was punflilioufl/ 
eiail to jjerform erery public duly, en- 
joined ^y the church, and his fpiric oif 
devotion Jiad an ; eoergy that afiei^ed aU 
who ever faw him pray in private. The 
coldeft and mofl: latiguid hearers of the 
word muft have felt thernfelvcs animated 
by his manner of readir^ the hgly fcnp- 
tures ; and to privy by his fick bed, re- 
quired ftrength of body as well as of 
mind, fo vehement, were his manners, 
and his tones of voipc fo pathetic. 1 
have many times made it my requeft to 
heaven that I might be fpared the fighc 
of his death } aftd I was Q>arcd it ! 

: Mr. Johnfon* thovjgh in general a 
grofs feeder, kcfic fzft inXent> particu-r 
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larly the hoiy week, with a rigour very- 
dangerous to his general health -, but 
though he had left off wine (for religious 
motives as I always believed, though he 
did not own it), yet he did not hold the 
"commutation of offences by voluntary 
penance, or encourage others to praSife 
feverity upon thcmfelves. He even once 
faid, " that he thought it an error ta 
endeavour at pleafing God by taking the 
rod of reproof out of his hands." And 
when we talked of converts, and the 
hardfhips fuffered in them — ** Remember 
always (faid he) that a convent is an 
idle place, and where there is nothing 
to be done fomething mult be endured: 
muftard has a bad taftc per/e you may 
obferve, but very infipid food cannot 
be eaten without it." 

His refpeft however for places of re- 
ligious retirement was carried, to the 
greateft degree of earthly veneration : 
the Bei)edt£tine convent at Paris paid 
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bim all poflible honours in return, and, 
the Prior and he parted with tears of 
tendcrnefs. Two of that eoUege being 
{ent to England on the mifiion fome 
years after, fpent much of their time 
■with him at Bolt Court I know, and he 
was ever earneft tq retain their friend- 
fliig i but though beloved bjr all his ' 
Roman Catholic acquaintance, parti- 
cularly Dr. Nugent, for whofe efteem he' 
had a Angular value, yet was Mr. John- 
fon a moft unlhaken church of Ejjgland 
man ; and I think, or at lead: I once did 
think, that a lecter written 'by him to 
Mr. Barnard the King's librarian, when 
he was in Italy colle£ting books, con- 
tained fome very particular advice to his 
friend to be on his guard againft the. 
fedu£tions of the church of Rome. 

The fettled averfion Dr. Johnfon felt 
towards an infidel he exprcfled to all 
ranks, and at all times, without the 
■fmalleft referve -, for though on common 
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occafions he paid great dcfrrencfe toblrctt 
or title, yet his regard for truth- and 
virtue never gave way to meaner confi-' 
derations. We talked of a dead wit one 
evening, and fomebody praifed him — - 
** Let us never prufe talencs fo ill em* 
ployed. Sir; we foul our mouths by com- 
mending fuch infidels (faid he)." AUotr 
him the lutmtrti at leaft, intreaced one c^ 
the company-—*' I do allow him. Sir (re* 
plied Johnfon), juft enough to light him 

to hell." Of a Jamaica gentleman, 

then lately dead—." He will not, whitber 
he is now gtfne (faid Johnlbn), find much 
difierence, I believe, cither in the di- 
mace or the company."— ~- The Abbe 
Reyaal probably remembers that, being 
at the houfe of a common friend in 
London, the mafter of it approached 
Johnfon with that gentleman fo much 
celebrated in his hand, and xhis ^eech 
in his mouth : Will you permit me. Sir, 
to prcfcnt to you the Abbi Reynafl? 
** ift. Sir/' (replied the Doftor very 
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loud) and fuddeoly turned away from 
them both. 

Though Mr. Johnfon had but little 
reverence either for talents or fortune, 
when he found them unfupported by vir- 
tue i yet it was fufEcient to tell him a 
man was very pious, or very charitable, 
and he would at Icaft l>fgm with him on 
good tcrmSj however the converfation 
might end. He would, fometimcs too, 
good-naturedly enter into a long chat 
for the inftrufliion or entertainment of 
people he defpifed. I pcrfeftly recol- 
left his condefcending to delight my 
daughter's danctng-mafter with a long 
argument about his art; which the man 
protefted, at the cJofe of the difcourfr, 
the Doftor knew rnore of than himfclf i 
who remained aftoQiihed> enlightened, 
and amufcd by the talk of a perfon little 
likely to make a good difquiQtion upoa 
.dancing. 1 have fomctimes indeed bceg, 
rather pleafcd than vexed when Mr. 
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Johnfon has given a rough anfwer to a' 
man who perhaps deferved one only half 
as rough, becaufe I knew he would re- 
pent of his hafty rcproor, and make v^ 
all amends by fome converfation at once 
inftruftive and entertaining, as in the 
following cafes : A young fellow afked 
him abruptly one day. Pray, Sir, what 
and where is Palmira ? I heard fome- 
body talk lafl: night of the ruins of Pal- 
mira. " 'Tis a hill in Ireland (_replies 
Johnfon), with palms growing on the 
top, and a bog at the bottom, and {o 
they call \t Palm-mira." Seeing however 
that the lad thought him ferious, and 
thanked him for the information, he 
undeceived him very gently indeed ; 
told him the hiftory, geography, and 
chronology of Tadmor in the wilderriefs, 
with every incident that literature could 
furnifh I think, or eloquence cxpreis, 
from the building of Solomon's palace' 
to the voyage of Dawkins and Wood. 
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Oq another occafion, when he was 
tnuHtig over the fire in our drawing- 
room at Strciltham, a young gentleman 
called to him fuddtnly, and I fuppofe 
he thought difrefpedfuUy, in thcfe 
words *. Mr. Johnfon, "Would you advife 
me to marry ? " I ^ould advifc no man 
to mirry. Sir (returns for anfwcr in a 
Tery angry tOhe Dr. Johnfon), who is 
not likely to propagatfc underftahdingj" 
and fd left the room. Otir companion 
looked confounded, and I believe had 
fcarcc recovered the confcioufnefs of his 
own ejdftince^ when Johnfori came back, 
and drawing his chair among us, with 
Peered looks and a foftened voice, joined, 
in the general chat^ infenfibly led the 
converfat'wn to the fubjfcdt of marriage, 
"whe^ he kid himfelf out in a dtlTerta- 
tion fo ufeful, fo elegant, fo founded on 
the true knowledge of humtin life, and 
fo adorned with beauty *f fentiment, 
that no one ever recoHefiled the offence, 
Except to rgoree in its atmfcqvences. 
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He repented juft as certainly however, if 
he had been led to praife any perfon o^ 
thing by accident more than he thought 
it defervcd j and was on fuch occafions 
comically earneft to deftroy the praife or 
pleafure he had unintentionally given. 

Sir Jojhua Reynolds mentioned fome 
pifture as excellent. .".It has often 
grieved me. Sir (faid Mr. Johnfon), to 
fee fo much mind as the fciencc of paint- 
ing requires, laid out upon fuch pc- 
rifhable materials: why do not yoo 
oftener make ufe of copper ? I could 
wiJh your fuperiority in the art you 
profefs, to be prcfcrvcd in ftuff more 
durable than canvas." Sir Jofhua urged 
the difficulty of procuring a plate large 
enough for hiftorical fubje£ts, and was 
going to raife further objedions: 
" What foppifli obftacles are thefe ! 
(exclaims on a fudden Dr. Johnfon :) 
.Here is Thrale has, a thoufand tun df 
copper j you may^paint ic all round if 
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you will, I fuppofe ; it will ftrve him to 
brew in afterwards: Will it not, Sir?" 
(to myhufband who fat by.) Indeed Dr. 
Johnfon's utter fcorn of painting was 
fuch, that I have heard him fay, that 
he (hould fit very quietly in a room hung 
round with the works of the greateft 
mafters, and never feel the nighteft dif- 
pofitionto turn" them if their backs were 
outennoft, unlefs it might be for the 
fake of telling Sir Jofliua that he bad 
turned theiVi. Such fpeeches niay ap* 
pear ofFenftve to many, but thofe who 
knew he was too blirid to difcern the 
pcrfciflions of an art which applies itfclf 
immediately to our eye-fight, mull: ac- 
knowledge he ■tvas not in the wrong. 

He delighted no more in mufic than 
painting'; he was almofl; as deaf as he 
-was blind : travelling with JDr. Johnfon ' 
;was for thcfc feafons tirefomc enough. 
:Mr. Thrale loved' profpe£ls, aiid was 
■niortilicd that his frichd could not enjoy 
H 2 
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the fight of thofe different difpofitions of 
wood and water, hill and valte^', that 
travelling throagh England and France 
afiEords a man. But when be wUhed tQ. 
point thenr oDt to his companion : 
" Never heed fgch nonfenfe," would be 
the reply : « a blade of grafs is always a 
blade of grafsj whether in one countr7 
or another : let us if «e io talk, talk 
about fonKthing} men and women are mj 
fubjefts of enquiry \ let us fee how thei<t 
differ fsoni thofe w« have Icfe behiad.'^ 

When we were at Rouca t<^ther, he 
took a ^eat fancy t» the Abbe RoSette, 
with whom he convcrfcd about the dc- 
flruflion of the ofder of Jefoits, aod 
condemned it loudly, as a blow to the 
general power (^ the church, and likely 
to be followed with many and dangerous 
innovations, which might at length be- 
come fatal to religion itfelf, and fliake 
even the foundatioQ of Chriftianity. The 
gendemaa feemed to wonder and d«> 
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li^t in his converfation : the talk was 
alt in I^tin, which both fpoke fluently, 
and Mr. Johnfon pronounced a long 
culogium upon Milton with fo much 
ardour, eloquence, and ingenuity, that 
the Abbe rofe from his feat and cm- 
braced him. My hun}and feeing them 
apparently fo charmed with the com- 
pany of each other, politely invited the 
Abbe to England, intending to oblige 
his friend J who, inftead of thanking, re- 
primanded him feverely before the man, 
for fuch a fudden burft of tenderneft 
towards a perfon he could know nothing 
at all of i and thus put a fudden finifh to 
all his own and Mr. Thrale's entertain* 
ment from the company of the Abbe 
KoSetxc 

. When at Verfailles the people fliewcd 
us the theatre. As we ftood on the ftage 
looking at fome machinery for ptayhoufe 
purpofes : Now we are here, what (hall 
we aft, Mr. Johnfon, — The Engliihman 
at Paris? " No, no (replied he), we will 
»3 
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try to aft Harry the Fifth." His diflike 
of the French was well known to both 
nations, I believe; but he applauded the 
number of their books and the graces of 
their ftylc. " They have few fcntiments 
(faid he), but they cxprcfs them neatly i 
they have little meat too, but they drefs 
it well." Johnfon's own notions about 
eating however were nothing lefs than 
delicate J a kg of pork boiled till it 
dropped from the bone, a vealpye with 
plums and fugar, or the outfide cut of a 
fait buttock of beef, were his favourite ■ 
dainties : with regard to drink, his liking 
was for the ftrongeft, as it was not the 
flavour, but the cffeft he fought for, 
and profefled to defirc; and when 1 firft 
knew him, he ufed to pour capillairc 
into his Port wine. For the laft twelve 
years however, he left off all ferrnented 
liquors. To make himfelf fomc amends 
indeed, he took his chocolate. liberally, 
pouring in large quantities of cream, or 
even melted butter } and was fo fond qf 
fruit, that though he ufually eat fcven 
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or eight large peaches of a morning be- 
fore breakfafl: began, and treated them 
with proportionate attention after dinner 
again, yet I have heard him proteft 
that he never had quite as much as he 
wilhed of wall-fruit, except once in his 
life, and that was when we were all to- 
gether at Omberficy, the feat of my Lord 
Sandys. I was faying to a friend one 
day, that I did not like goofe; one fmells 
it fo while it is roafting, faid I : " But 
you, Madam (replies the Dodor), have 
been at all times a fortunate woman, 
having always had your hunger fo fore- 
flailed by indulgence, that you never 
experienced the delight of fmelling your 
dinner beforeha.nd." Which pleafure, 
anfwered I pertly, is to be enjoyed in 
perfeftion by fuch as have the happinefs 
to pafs through Porridge-Ifland * of a 

• Porridge- Ifland is a mean ftreet in London, 
filled with coot-fiiops for the convenience of th^ 
poorer inhabitants ; the real name of it I know 
not, but fufpeiS that it is generally known hy, 
to have been originally a term of derifion. 

H4 
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morniJig. *' Come, come , (fays' b«- 
gravcly), let's have no fueering at what 
is leriouE to fo many : hundreds, of your- 
fcllow-creatures, dear Lady, turn anpth^ 
way, thac they may not be templed by 
the luxuries of Forcicige-Ifland to wijh 
for gratifications they are not able ta 
obtain : you are certainly not better 
than all of them ; give God thanks that 
you are happi'er." 

I received on another occa&on as juft 
a rebuke from Mr. Johnfon, for an of- 
fence of the fame nature, sod. hope i 
took care never to provoke a (hlrd ; fot 
after a very long fummer particularly, 
hot and dr/, I was wifhing nacu/ally but 
tboughtlefsly for fome rain to l^y- tho 
dull as we drov.e along the Surry roads, 
*' I cannot bear (replied he, with much 
afpcrity and an altered look), when I 
know how many poor families will perifli 
next winter for want of that bread which 
the prefent drought will deny them,' ^ 
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thfiir compkxiQits may not fufier froon 
the Ueat^ or their q^othesL be incomraodcd 
by th? duftiWer Ihantie ! \6arc off fuch 
fpppilb lwii?tn«iQ0Si ubd ftudy co «>• 
I.i«v« thpA: wbofe diilrcHes are.real." 

With advJGng (jthcrs to be charitable 
how«vcr. Dr. Jqhnfon did no? content 
himfeU*. He gave away all he had, aod 
all he ever had gotten, except the twa 
.thoufatiii pounds he left behind; and 
the very fmall portion of his income 
■which he fpenc on himfelf, with all oqr 
c^culation, we never could make 
mpre th^ feventy, or at moft foqrfcorc 
p«^nds a year, and He pretended to allow 
himfelf a hundred- Hq had numberlefs 
dependents oi)t of ^oors as well as itii 
<• who, is he ejfprefTed it, did not like 
(o fee him l.%ct^ly unlefs. he brought 
'fiR ippiwy." It'oF ihofe people he ufcd 
freqweoily to r«fc contxibmions on. his 
ikher friends j " and this (faya he), is 
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one of the thoufand reafons which ought 
to reftrain a man from drony foliiude 
and ufelefs retirement. Solitude (added 
Jie one day) is dangerous to reafon, with- 
out-being favourable to virtue: plea- 
furcs of fome fort are neceflary to the 
intellectual as to the corporeal health; 
and thofe who reGft gaiety, will be likely 
for the moft pare to fall a facrifice to 
appetite -, for the folicications of fenfe 
'are always at hand, and a dram to a 
vacant and folitary perfon is a fpecdy 
and reducing relief. Remember (con- 
tinued he) that the folitary mortal is 
certainly lilxurious, probably fuperfti- 
tious, and poITibly . mad : the mind 
ftagnates for want of employment, grows 
morbidj and is extinguilhed like a candle 
in foul air." It was on this principle 
that Johnfon Encouraged parents to carry 
their daughters early and much into 
company : •* for what harm can be done 
before fo many witneffes f Solitude is 
thf fureft purfc of all prurient piBions^ 
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and a girl in the hurry of preparation, or' 
tumult of gaiety, has neither inclination 
nor leifure to let tender expreflions foften 
or fink into her heart. The ball, the 
fhow, are not the dangerous places : no, 
'tis the private friend, the kind confolcr, 
the confipanion of the eafy vacant hour,' 
whofe compliance with her opinions can 
flatter her vanity, and whofe converfa- 
tion can juft footh, without ever ftretch- 
ing her mind, that is the lovcf to be 
feared ; he who buzzes in hfer ear at 
court, or ^t the opera, muft be contented 
to biizz in vain." Thefe notions Dr. 
Johnfon carried fo very far, that I have 
heard him fay, " if you would fhut up 
any man with any woman, fo as to make 
them derive their whole pleafurc from 
each other, they would inevitably fall in 
love, as it is called, with each other; 
'but at fix months end if you would 
throw them both into public life where 
they might change partners at pleafure, 
each would foon forget that fondnefs 
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which mutual depcndance, and the ptu« 
city fi( general amufemcnt alone, had 
caufed, and each would feparately feel 
delighted by their releafe." 

In tbcfe opinions Roufleau ^parentl^ 
coecurs with him cxiStly, and Mr. 
Whitehead's poeni calkd Variety^ is 
written folely to elucidate this fimple 
propofition. Prior likewife advifes the 
hufband to fend his wife abroad, and lee 
ber fee the world as it really ftands 

Powtler, and pocket^^laii, and beau. 

Mr. Johnfon was indeed unjuftly fup- 
poied to be a lover of fingularity. Few 
peoylc had a more fettled reverence for 
the world than he, or was lefa capti- 
■vated by new modes of behaviour in- 
troduced^ or innovations on the longr 
received cuftoms of common life. He 
hated the way of leaving a company 
wkhaut taking ootice to the lady of the 
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£oufe that he waa going: wd did noc 
much like any of the contrivances bf 
"which cafe has been lately introduced 
into fociety inflead of ceremony, which 
had more of his approbation. Cards, 
drefs, ^nd dancing however, all found 
their advocates in Dr. Johnfon, who 
" Jnculcited, upon principle, the culti- 
vation of thofe arts, which many a 
moralHt thinks himfclf bound to rcjeflr, 
and many a Chriftian holds unfit to be 
praitifed. "* No perfon (faid he one 
day) goes under-dreffcd till he thinka 
himfelf of confequence enough to for- 
"bear carrying the badge of his rank upon 
his back." And in anfwer to the argu- 
ments urged by Puritans, Quakers, flfC. 
againft fhowy decorations of the human 
figure, 1 once heard him exclaim, "Oh, 
let v9 not be foun^ when our Mafter 
calls us, ripping the lace off* ota- waift- 
coat9, biK the fpirit of contentioa from 
«ar fovls and tongues ! Let us at! coa-> 
form in outward coftwns, which- ase of 
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no confequcnce, to the manners of thoitf 
whom We live among, and dcfpife ftich 
paltry diftinftions. Alas, Sir (conti- 
nued he), a man who cannot get to 
heaven in a green coat, will not find his 
way thither the fboner in a grey one." 
On ap occafion of lefs confequence, 
when he turned his back on Lord Bo- 
lingbroke in the rooms at Brighthelm- 
ftone, he made this excufe: *' I am not 
obliged. Sir ^faid he to Mr. Thrale, who 
ftood fretting), to find reafons for re- 
Jpefting the rank of him who will not 
condefcend to declare it by his drefs 
or fome other vifible mark ; what are 
ftars and other figns of fuperiority made 
for?" 

The next evening however he made 
us comical amends, by fitting by the 
lame nobleman, and haranguing very 
loudly about the nature and ufe and 
abufe of divorces. Many people ga- 
.thered round them to hear -what, was 
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iaid, and when my huiband called him 
away, and told him to vhom he had 
been talking — received an anfwcr which 
I will not write down. 

Though no man perhaps made fuch 
rough replies as Dr. Johnfon, yet no- 
body had a more juft averfion to general 
fatirc; he always hated and cenfurcd 
Swift for his unprovoked bitternefs 
againfl the profcflbrs of medicine ; and 
ufed to challenge his friends^ when they 
lamented the exorbitancy of phyficians 
fees, to produce him one inllance of an 
edate raifed by phylic in England. 
When an acquaintance too was one day 
exclaiming againft the tedioufnefs of the 
law and its partiality j ** Lee us hear. 
Sir (faid Johnfon), no general abufe j 
the law is the laft: rcfult of human wif- 
dom afting upon human experience for 
the benefit of the public." 

As tht mind of Dr. Johnfon was 
greatly expanded, To his firft care was 
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for general, not particular or petty niCT- 

rality -, and thofe teachers had more of 

.his blame than praife, I think, vhofeck 
to opprcfs life with unneccffary fcruples : 
" Scruples would (as he obferved) cer- 
tainly make men miftrable, and feldom 

■make them good. ■ Let us ever (he faid) 
ftudioufly fly fe&ttt thofe inftrtiftors againft 
whom odr Saviour denounces htary 

■judgmerttSj for htvifig bound tip biiir~ 
dens grievous id be borne, aild kid 
them on tbft ftioulders of mortal mert.*' 
No one had however higher rtOtions tff 

'the hard taflt of true Chriftfanity than 

■Johnfon, ffhoft daily «fror' left he had 
not donft eitmigh, origlrtdted ih piety, 
but tnded in Kttlc lefs than difeaf^. 

'Rcafonable with r'egafd td others, he 
had fortrwd Tain hopes of pCrfoi'ming 

*inTp(iffibUitics' bimfelf; and finding his 

■good works e^er bclov his defires arid 
intent, filled bis imagination vfith {esh 
that he Ihould never obtain forgivonefs 
for omilHons of duty and criminal wafte 
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of time. Thefc ideas kept-him in ton- 
ftant anxiety concerning his falvation j 
andf the vehement ' petitions he perpe- 
tual/ maile for a longer continuance on 
earth, were doubtlefs the caufe of his fo 
prolonged exiftence ■, for when I carried 
Dr, Pepys to him in the year 1782, it 
appeared wholly impoSible for any fkill 
of the phyfician or any ftrength of the 
patient to fave him. He was fared that 
rime however by Sir Lucas's prefcrip- 
tions; and lefs fldll on one fide, or lefs 
jtrength on the other, I am morally 
Certain, would not have been enough. 
He' had however pollefled an athletic 
conftitution, as he faid the man who 
dipped people in the fea at Brighthelm- 
ftone acknowledged j for feeing;' Mr. 
Johnfon fwim in the year 1766, Why Sir 
(fays the dipper)-, you muft have, been a 
ftout-heartcd gentleman forty years ago. 

' Mr. Thrale and he ufed to laugh 

about that ftory very often : but Gar- 

I 
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rick told .11 becter, for hg faid thac 
in their young; days, whep fome ftroU- 
ii;g piaycf a 9aine - to Litchfieldj, Qur 
friend ' had;^ fixed his ; ^b&e upon • the 
ftage, «pd go^ himfelfj^^.qhvr accordT 
ingly; vbicK Ua.ving,.fpj;..^ few wi- 
nute5, hfi foujid a fna^;in it at ha 50- 
«WR, .who wfiiied tQjgiv£,4t b»«&at.iiic 
6rft int|-caty :, Mr/^Jojjpj^ ^pweyiq-^ . 
vhodit^^^ot tjiii)k itj^pfi^ Jiis^ViuKtQ 
make.ft fe(yad,,toofc-ch3^ aad mwi ^d 
all together, api) tV?]y.iS'^fH) f^i^:^"^ P^'^'t 
into thp ,pj£.; I.(i*^d^_#e|,pqaot. -if 
this .vya? ,3., fflft! f*,^,CJaj'rick .h^'^BQ^ 
JpiUd'v^ io ^*'"^liPe;_.(^'d.M)^jjit is 
T[ery,n^«f;tru^.to t* ^H'^v.' .i:.,i. ' -... ^ 

Mr- fi£a:\iclerp too rekted one day^ 
ha^ Qft '%Tie occariort he ordered two 
large "piaffiffs^ into his parlour, to, fhew 
a friend' who lyas co^yirfaht in camnj^ 
beauty" arid ■excellence, how the dogs 
quarrcll^d,;^^ faftcn}ngan each other, 
^iped «ll.the wrapaijy except Johnfoflt 
3 
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who ,£ci|siiig one in one haod bjf tbecu^ 
^f t^ ncck>, tt|e ather;!!^ the other h^d^ 
faid ^avelf, '* ConHi> gciftt^meft } 
yiiffrai's ywiT (^H^cu\^ i put one dog t^H 
^.pt)e<lo9)-i apd I witt lhew:thi^:fiei^o 
gsrttknian the -way ouq ^ UiB ' ^jnikiw :'* 
vKi«hi .iifungl.i^pritttQ eaaftifl'.^d: thd 
f^Aw^iie. coBtriroi xp'do tery; xiktaddiw 
tioufly, and much to the fatisfaftion of 
lhft.;a(gHghtcd ccfnTpBoy.; W«iif qflired 
Sfc.liQ the Wu(h:lrf:t4Ms eufikfKSi ilMitrf* 
*^-:yh!C dogs h^ve.tiecfl fomej^^feat; mag^-; 
w^9di I believe Sir, (wjaa !th^.repiy)d 
, tHe]6,wccei as I FWiUflniberj twb ftout 
jtiUflig,^iB«tSsllHlt Ihej ftpryjkftj gaMed 
butJit^-'*; ■ ■ i ' ; r .- . ■; 1:..n _ ■ i 

Ope reafoi* wfiy'Mr. Joh^ii's mc-- 
tti^ry was & particularly exadf.iaigjjt he, 
derived from jils. rigid attenuo^ c6 ve- 
racity i being .alwap refolved to. relate, 
every faft as it ftoo'd, he looked even 
on tjie fduUcr pacts «f life wulvntHiqte 
ucention, and. reraembetcdruf Kptflage^ 

12 
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as cfcapc curfory and common obfervers- 
** A ftory (fays he) is a fpecimcn of 
human manners, and derives its (ble 
value frOrtfi its truth. When Footc has 
told nie romething, I difinirs it from 
iny lAfiid' like a pofiing fhadow : when 
R^nolds tells me fomeching> I confider 
irijrftlf as poflcflcd of an idea the more." 

Mr. Johnlon liked a frolic or ajeft well 
cnaii^r though he had ftraAge feriou^ 
rules about it too: and very angry was' 
he if any body offered to be merry 
when 'he was difpofed to be grave. 
" You have, an iU-founded notion (faid 
he) that it is clever to turn matters ofJT 
with a joke (as the phrafe is)i whereas 
nothing pi'oduces enmity fo certain, as 
one perfoh's Ihewing a difpofition to be 
merry when another is inclined to be 
either fcrious or diipleafed." 

One may-gather from this how he felt, 
when his Irifti friend Grierfon, hearing 
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bim enumerate the qualities necciraiy to 
the formation of a poet* began a comical 
parody upon his ornamented harangue 
in pratfe of a cook, concluding with 
this obfervacioni that he who drefled a 
good dinner was a more excellent and a 
more ufeful member of fociety than he 
who wrote a good poem. " And in 
this opinion (f^d Mr. Johnfon in reply) 
all the dogs in the town wUlJoin you." 

Of this Mr. Grierfon I have heard him 
relate many droll ItorieSf much to his 
advantage as a wit, together with fome 
iafts more difficult to be accounted for; 
as avarice never was reckoned among 
the vices of the laughing world. But 
Johnfon's various life, . and fpint of vi- 
gilance to learn and treafure up every 
peculiarity of manner, fcniiment, or ge- 
neral conduct, made his company, when 
he chofe to relate anecdotes of people 
he had formerly known, exquiGtely 
junufing and comical. It is indeed ur- 

13 
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Conceivable what ftmnge occurrences he 
hid ieen, and what Airprifing things h^ 
66ulfl tell when in a communicatH'^ 
humour. It is by no means ttiy bufinef^ 
tto relate inemoirs of hk acqualntanice^ 
but it will ftrve to ihcw the charafter of 
Johnfon himfelf, when I inform thbftf 
who never knew htmi that no tniii 
Hold a ftory with fo good a graofc, ' bi' 
knew ib 'well what would make an cffiSt 
. upon . his . auditprs. When he rjiKed 
. contributions for.fomed'iftrefled author^ 
Or wit in want, he often made us ^1 
more than amende by diverting defcrip» 
lions of the lives they were then paffinff 
in corners uhlben by ^y body but hinv 
fclf antj that odd old furgeon whom be 
kept in his'houfe to tend the out- pen-' 
floners, and of whom he f^id moft truly 
and Ail^llmely, that 

' ■ Ih piiTwy's darkeft carerns known, 
■ His irfefijl care wascrer o^ 
. Where hopelcfs angflifli pours her g«)an» 
And lonely ^vant re^res to die. 
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■ ■ 1 have fiM*;dt«ii the year, bOt it ceald 
fcaictly I thitik be later thah 1^65 oie 
tj66y thit hfe *4s "cAlled abruptly from 
OtU- lw>ufe aftertaifinrt, and rrtuftti^g iii 
about 'iiire« htJOt-s, CiiS, hi! bftd' bceii 
witTi an enraged' aUtli^r, wtaifii'Iftndlady 
preffed him for payment within doors, 
wiiile the' barlrtfs belet him'SSithouti 
ttt^t he was dfiakiiig himfeW- "ilfun^ 
«1«R Madeira to drown care,; arid frtt-' 
ting oVci- a novel which when ftni(herf 
Wis' ttf be h!s ^whole fortune; 'bdt he 
t^mjM n6t-get « tWie foii dHUrSftJon; 
ftof-cduld ht ftep"' out of dojors tooSfe^ 
it ttr' faie. ■ Mr. ■ Johnftw ttiereftrt^ ftc 
away tht bottlt, and wtnt to the bobk-; 
^ftJler, recommertditig the jil^iformance; 
aWd defiring I rohSe immediate 'rrflie^; 
wfrftlt wHcii lie brought batk "to the 
•flrf-ittr, he ' called thfe wo/nan of the 
houfe tfrcftij^ t8 pWtakc of puheh,' anct 
pafs their timj: in tncrriment. 

.-■J- '• ■ c.riu,^j:-ii . .:■■*:.;': . ; 
I 4 
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It wis not till ten year » after. I dare 
fay, that Tomethmg in £)r. Goidfmitb's 
behsviour Itruck me with aa adea that h« 
was the very man, and then Johnfon 
confefied that he was fo) the noire] wa^ 
the eharmbg Vicar of Wakafield. . 

There was a Mr. Boyce too, who vrottt 
fome very ciegant verfes printed in the 
Magazines of five-and-twn^ty years ^go, 
ef whofe ingenuity and diftre{jt I have 
heard Hi^ Johnfon teU fome. (;^rt9tts 
mecdotesi particularly, tbat.vhea he 
was aln:ioll perilhing with hungerj and 
£Mne money was produced to purcha£: 
hint a dinner, he got a, hit of xoaft 
beef, but could not cat it without ketch- 
Vp, and laid out the lait half-guinea he 
po0e0ed in truffles and muQiroom^ 
eating them jq bed too, for want of 
clothes, or even a fliirt to fit up in. 

Anothn man for whom ne often beg- 
ged, made as wild ufe of his friend's btf < 
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peBccnce as ihcfe, fprndiirg in punch the 
folitary gulaca which had been brought 
idm one morning ; when refolving t» 
add another clumant to a Ihare of the 
bow], b<£des a vom^n ^o always lived 
vith him* and a foocman who ufcd to 
carry out petitions for charity, he bor- 
rowed a chairman's watch, and pawning 
^t for half a crowA> paid a clergyman to 
marry him to a fellj)w-lodger in the 
vretched hotife they all inhabited, and 
got fo drunk over the guinea bowl of 
punch the evening of his wedding-day, 
that having many years loft the ufe o( 
one leg, he now contrived to fall from 
the top of the ftairs to the bottom, and 
break hts arm, in which condition his 
companions left him to call Mr. John- 
Ton, who relating the feries of Ws tragi- 
comical diftrefles, obtained from the 
Literary Club a feafonable relief. 

Of that refpefl-ablc fociety I have 
Jteard him fpt'ak in the higheft terms, and 
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vith a'm^nifioent-)>uiegyric -on eacfi 
member, when it confiAed ooly^ of a 
dozen or fourteen ffitndsi but as feon 
as the Mcefllt^ bf enlarging it brought 
in ne* faces, 4rid UitAt- bff ft^ni his 
confidence in ibe company^ he gre# 
lefs fond- of the noMtutg, and -loudly 
proclaimed his caFekfinefs wha- might 
be admitted, when it was-^ become a 

, mere dinner club. I ^tbhik tlie original 
names, when I flrft beard him talk with 
ferTor of every merftber's'pecuHar (joweri 
of inftnifting or delighting mankind, 
were Sir John Hawkins, ' Mr. BurJtti 
Mr. Langton, Mr. Beauclerc, Dr. Percy, 

' Dn -Nugent, Dr. Goldfmith, Sir Ro- 
bert ■ Chambers, Mr. Dyer, and Sir 
Jofliua -Reynolds, whom he called theif 

'.-Romulua, or faid fomebody elfe of thi 
company called him Co, which was mort! 
likely : -but this was, I believe, in the 
year 1775 or 1776. It was a fupper 
meeting then, arid I fancy Dr. Nv^cnt 
ordered an xjmelet fbmetlmcs onV'Fri- 
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day or Saturday night i for I remem- 
ber Mr. Johnfon fch very painful fenfi' 
cions at the fight of that difli (bon aifter 
his death, and cried,, " Ah, my poor dear 
fl-ietid! I fh^dl never eat omelet with 
theg agaiti '." quite in an agony. The 
truth is, nobody fuffered more from 
pungent forrow at a friend's death than 
Johnfon, though he would fuffcr no one 
clfe to complain of their lofles in the" 
fame wayj " for (fays he) 'we muft 
either outlive our friends you know, or 
our friends muft outlive us; and I fee 
no' man that would hefitate about the 
choice." 

Mr. Johnfon loved late hours ex- 

trcmely, or more properly hated e^rly 
ones. Nothing was more terrifying to 
him than the, idea^ of retiring to bed,- 
Tvbich he never would call going to reft, 
or fufFer another to call fo. " I lie 
down (l^id he) that my acquaintance 
may fleep; but I lie down to endure 
oppreffive mifery, and foon rife again to 
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pafs the night in anxiety and pain.*' By 
this pathetic manner, which no one 
ever poQeHcd in fo eminent a degree^ 
he ufed to fhock me from quitciog his 
company, till I hurt my own hc^th not 
a little by fitting up with him when I 
was myfelf far from well : nor was it 
an eafy matter to oblige him even by 
compliance, for he always maintained 
that no one forbore their own gratiH- 
cations for the fake of pleafing another* 
and if one did fit up it was probably to 
amufe one's fclf. Some right however he 
certainly had to fay fo, as he made his 
company exceedingly entertaining when 
he had once forced one, by his vehement 
lanr>ei:^tations and piercing reproofs, not 
to quit the room, but to fit quietly and 
make tea for him, as I often did in 
London till four o'clock in the morning. 
At Streatham indeed I managed better, 
having always fome friend who was 
kind enough to engage hiai in talk, and 
favour my retreat. 
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The firft time I every faw this extraor- 
dinary man was in the year 1764, when 
Mr. Murphy, who had bccnlong thcfriend 
and confidential intimate of Mr. Thrale, 
perfuaded himtowilh for Johnfon*scon- 
verfation, extolling it in terms which 
that of no other pcrfon could have de- 
ferved, till we were only in doubt how 
to obtain his company, and find an 
excufe for the invitation. The cele- 
brity of Mr. Woodhoufe a fhoemaker, 
whofc verfcs were at that time the fub- 
je£t of common difcourfe. Toon aiforded 
2. pretence, and Mr. Murphy brought 
JohnTon to meet him, giving me gene- 
ral cautions not to be furprifed at his 
figure, drefs, or behaviour. What I 
rccoUea beft of the day's talk, was his 
eameftly recon:imending Addifon's works 
to Mr. Woodhoufe as a model for imita- 
tion. " Give nights and days, Sir(faid 
he), to the ftudy of Addifon, if you 
mean either to be a good writer, or 
what is more worth, an honeft man." 
When I faw fomcthing like the fame 
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cxpref&on in hii criticUan on that author, 
lately publifhed, t put' him in [piod of 
his paft injunctions to the yoang poet, 
to which he replied, "That he wiflied 
the Ihoemakcr might h»ve retneitibe'rcd 
theiti as well." Mr. Jahofon Ijkod his. 
new acqnaintiince lb modi hawcTcr, thati 
from chac time he dined inth us evsi^' 
Thurfday through the winter, ajid ia 
the autumn of the ne» year he' fblWsd 
us to ^ghthelmftone, wiienco wjr itire " 
gone before his arfivaJi- fo he washdil'-' 
appointed and enraged, and wfottf Us 
ft letter eiqifeffive of anger, whi^h ^e^- 
were very delkotis to pacify, and' to - 
obtain his company agiwn if ptidiWi. 
Mr. Murphy brought' him back to ui 
again very kindly, and from that time ' 
his viffts grew more frequent, till in the ' 
year 1766 his health, which he hid al- 
ways complained of, grew fo exceedingfy 
bad, that he cotrld not ftir out of Ms 
room in the court he inhabited for many 
wesh together, I think months. 
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Mr.Thralc's attentions and my owq 
now became fo acceptable to him, that 
he often lamented to us the horrible con- 
dtcion . of his mia4, which he faid was 
nearly diilraded ; aod though he ^hivrged 
us to make him odd Iplemn promifes of 
fecrecyon fo ftrange a fubjct^, yet when 
we waited.,on him. one morning^ and 
heard him, in the molt pathetictermsi - 
beg the prayers (ff Dr< Dclap, who had 
left hini-aa we came in,-I feJt excelTiveljr 
affe&ed with grief, ajid well remeniher 
my hufband involuntarily lifted up one 
hand to (hut . his . mouth, from provoca-r 
(ion at hearing a man I9 wildly proclaim 
what be cquld at laft perfuade no ojie co 
believe} and what,, if tfue, would have- 
been fo very unfit t«j;cvcal.. 

Mr. Thrale went away foon after^ 

leaving me with him, and bidding me 

prevail on him to q^uit his clofe habita- 

- tton iij the court and come with us to 

Srreatham, where I undertook the care 
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of his health, and had the honoQr and 
happincfs of contributing to its refto- 
ration. This talk, though diftrelBng 
enough fometimcs, would have been 
Icfs fo had not my mother and he dif- 
liked one another extren:iely, and teized 
me often with pcrverfe oppofitton, petty 
contentions, and mutual complaints. 
Her fuperfluous attention to fudi ac- 
counts of the foreign politics as arc 
tranfmitted to us by the daily prints, 
and her willingaefs to talk on fubjefts he 
could not endure, began the averfion ; 
and when, by the peculiarity of his ftylc, 
ihe found out that he teized her by 
writing in the newfpapers concerning 
battles and plots which had no exigence, 
only to feed her with new accounts of 
the divifion of Poland perhaps, or the 
difputes between the ftates of RulTia and 
Turkey, ffie was exceedingly angry to 
be fure, and fcarcciy I think forgave the 
offence till the domeftic diftrcffes of the 
year 1772 reconciled them to and taught 
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"ttcifl the Wut valiiaufeach (ither; «- 
*ftllttit as /fee hib wetfe, ifar 6cy6hd ^e 
^teUtrttft (rf ahf bthfrf frtii^ ahct woman 
Ifrct yct'ftW. , As htr'tdliduft Icro 'ex- 
"*trttd Ws tfoett fcfceiii, 'Her cniel illnefs 
^cited iJl hU tihMr^ct'si "nor was tKe 
fight ttflJeiiWy,' fcalrce to fe futaued b^ 
tiifcidii, ^tiA «^t,' flying. ih'rougK the 
'4f)^rth«afiafiofevil, afcene whicli t)f. 
■Jolnifptf "ibuIB lee witliout , lenfibilitjt. 
He'SiilSiowledgfcd hitnfelf improFcii ,bF 
1lCr'pi^y> ' aoaallohiljbed 4t he^ fortitudf^ 
tHa llung over Kci* bed w^th tlie,afie^k>n 
of a parent, and tJie reverence of a fon. 
jjor; did it give me lefs pJe^fure to fee 
k^^'fw^etralnd flearM of ^U.'its latent 
pH^uHicn^ and ieft at libt^rty- to admu^ 
^dapplau^'that forcQ <st thought and 
tTOatillty'oFgeniils, that.cotnpfehenElYe 
Khs) in'd ^^^^voleiJt heart, wHi?h'attra£le4 
itid ^msWde'd' «nertH6h trom aU, 
but infpired peculiar f^ntattohs of ^e- 
Ughc mixed with reverence in thofcr 
vho, like bffj had the oppottuoicy to 
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pbfcrve theft qualities, ftimulated hf 

gratitude^ ai}d aftuated, by, friendship. 
"WhcnMr.Thralc's pcrjilexitics difturbMl 
his peace,- dear Dr. Johnfon. left .b^tn 
Jcarce.a moment, and tried every" arti&cc 
]t6 amufe as well as eyery .argument to 
'coofole blm :' nor is tc n(tore.poinble.to 
defcribe than to forget, h^s prudent, his 
'pious attentions towards tlie man who 
'had fdme years before certainly faved 
'his valuable, life, perhaps his reafon,, by 
"h&lf pbligirig liim to chatijje the foul air 
ttf Fleet-ftreet'Tor.the wholcrome' breezes 
'of the SuTTex bbwns^ * .' ''" ^ 

^^'The'i^itijji^grWed'Qhjn^ mother'? 
momiitiijntlhiws'how q^fervihg Ihe* .was 
%f genc'ril^ -ipj^liufc.'.^ ' t "al^eH" JohriibA 
Whjr"h,e named fjef perfon before hiet 
ftiiiid':' 'h^'fa^d it wis, X*„1>ecjiiHfc cyc^ 
body coiu'd'^udj^ qfj't^^^on^^^j^ biif, 
(ew of the othei-n' ' , . t ; . j 

£..': :.: j^h-j.^^v i r'..-v iyj:-.: . ..■_■'■ 
C- TJ-i .-Jl- ■CO 3.!: .'-■iii (TJii i:i- t*-"''"" 
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■ ■ r "jaxta fip»litt tfi Hestera Makia ' . 

7'bomie CetfoB lie Combcrineri haranetti C^ritajii fiUa, 

'Jebanmt Salufiery -ariaigtri Flintilajii uxei; 

F«rma felix, ftlix ingtm* j 

OmHitus jaeunJa, fmrum amantijjima, 

■Ling"'! artihufynt it a txcuka. 

Vt lojueitti nmiquam detent 

Strmoaii nitar, /tHt»B{iarum fitjftdi, , ' 

_; Safieniitt gr_a^itiu, itptrum gratia i 

ModioK, fervamii adtn ptrila, 

Ut JtmtfiicainUr n^ftia lilerii ttltSurtiar. 

Literarwa inter dtiiiiai, vm/ami/iaremjidilt curartt, 

Mullii illi mu^at Mniui precaniiiut 

' • ' ' Jiri iartimsitnuii_ •vtnttt» etniaiiiii, 

• Kixibufqiit «rf<f Pf^^i"^ rt/tlutii, 

i ttrriirr-mtUara /p^ranir^jmigraviii 

Aiifi) 1707. : Nupta 17,39. Obiit I77]> 



Mr .,-Murph)f,-whO| admired het talents 
and dieHghted'ftt^her comp&hy, did me 
the favour to paraph i^fe this elegant in- 
fcfiption ip ve/ies which, I fancy have 
never yet beeh^publi'&edt ■ His fame has 
long been out of' my power to increafe 
as a poet-; as a man.of fenfibility perhaps 
thefe lines. ma]r'f|tt'him higher than- he 
now ftands. 1 bjpiember with gfatitudc 
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the friendly tears which prevented hioi 
from fpcaklng as he put them into my 
hand. 

iiiiT this place 

Art dtpa&iitl the renuuns c(£ 

Hbste& Makia, 

The dan^htef of fi^ Thomas Cottoa of Comber- 

mere, ift tlM CDUBtf o^ClMflilK, BM^ tbe Wife of 

John Kdulbui'yt 

of the eoubtf of Fhnv Efqoirc- Sbe was 

bam in the year 1707* mwrriett ^ i7S!K ud died 

>» 1773- 
A pleafin^ t&ttti, ithttn 6ittf grace cMibtu'd, 
With geaiat bltft^ A ptfri All£htes*d thiftd ; 
BenevoldAM oA all. that finiles befiow'd, 
A heaitthiu:^^ her friends with Iotc o*erflt»r'd : 
In language fkiU'd* by fciaace ibnu'd to pleafct 
Her mirth was wit, her gravity was cafe, 
araftifiil tfl all, tht hiippT nUtA Hm toew. 
Which trren to virtue gives the' libuU ditt ^ 
Whate'er eivploy'd her, that Ihe^ feepi'd to chuTe^ 
Her fiouli, ^r frrenda, her biiUdefs, ot the inole- 
ASHiir'a ftbd loVdy the theiW of g^»er^>iUftv 
All to fuc& virtfe yH&i,% h length of dft ; 
But fad reveife ! with f^iir-eoofuming piuns* 
Th' envenom' d canceh revelPd m.ber veins; 
Prty»j OTl her fi>i>rts-*ftc3e «»*■ poWet aW4^ i 
dtdij*! flie .funk, yet fmilina in-deoayj 
She fmil'd in hope, by- fore, affli^ons try'd,, 
Aad th thtt hope the pious Chriltian died. 
4 
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. The following epitaph on Mr. Thralc, 
vho has Dov a monumont clofe by her's 
ill Streadiam churchy I have feen printed 
«nd commended in Maty's Reyiew for 
April 1794; and a fiiend has &voured 
me with a traailauon. 

JBc eeUitur g^rflinvm fjl 

^ Tttja fivihs, JsM imtfuast Urn tgitt 

Ut vitam OU Imptnm mubi ^tanrnt; 

Ita fatrmt, 

XJt fmui ireoim ^tt htAitvu fr/^tirt vntrtlMrt 

SimpUx, aftrtuitfi^fwi Jtmffr fimilii. 

Nihil t^tmavit mU artt fOmm tmt rvra 

Eiahtfoium, 

ImfituUu, rfgi fi^iiefitt 

FiJtiittr fiu^ut t 

Fulgi »kfirtf*MtU tamtmi^tM' ^vicfiu, 

D$mi imttr miU* mtreMwf mtgtt/m 

Littrmrvm tUftuiiiam mhimi mtglaik. 

Ameis ^tttetufque mods Uharaaiiim, 

Cnciliii, 4M3tritMt, mwuriiiu ad/uit, 

Imter/smiliare*, nmiut, tnroivai, h«/pitt4, 

Tom fmtili Jwit wnramfiuevitati 

Ut mm»m mmima ad fi mUUtrtt; 

Tamfttitifirmimt Ubtrimt 

Vt Ktdii oJidatHi, tmmhiu flmetm. 

Natmt 1714. Oh. 1781. 
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CimfirtH iUMuli hahtt RvJaJplmia fairtm, ftreituam 

forUmjiu viram, it Uinricum JUtmrn uiueum, 

^uim/pii partatufi mart in^iiui deeetuum 

pnrripait. 

. ha 

DvMiitftlix tt tfuknfa, quam irixit 

Avui, aaxitjue faitr, .tuiH atfele dttidtt. 

Abi •oiattr ! 

Et •oi(iiui reruM bumitnarum perJptSii, 

jEltrmilatim eagita! 

Here .arc depofitcd the remains of 

HemryThrali, ^-^ 

yiiiO managed all bis concerns in the prefent 
world, public and private, in filch a manner 
, as tD 'Itfove many wifhing he had continued 

And allthat related to a future world, 
as if he had been fenfible how ftiort a time he 

was to continue in this. 

Simple, open, and uniform in his manners, 

his condnd was without either art or affeSation. 

In the fenate fteadily attentive to the true Interells 

of his king and country. 

He looked down with contempt on the clamours 

of the multitude: 

Though engaged in a very extenfivc bufmefs. 

He found fame time to aj^ly to polite literature ; 

And was e'er rea^y to aflift his friends 

labouring under any difficulties, 

with his advice, his ijiflaetice, and his purTc 
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To his friends, acqaaintance, and guefisj 

he behaved with fnch fwcetnefs of manners 

as to attach them all to his perfon : 

So happy in his conversation with them* 

as to pleafe all, though he flattered none.- 

He was bom in' the year 17241 and died ia 1781* 

In the fame tOmb lie interred his father 

Ralph Thralcy .a man <^ vigour and aAivity, 

And his only Con Hency, who died befcnre his £tthei; 

Aged ten years. 

Thns a happy and opulent family, 

Raiftd by the grandfather, and augmented by the 

jt/t^t became cnisguiQied with the grandfon. ' 

Go, Reader, 

And refleding on the vicifHtudes of 

all human affairs. 

Meditate on eternity. 



I never KcolleA to have heard th^ 
Dr. Johnfon wrote infcriptions for any 
lepulchral ftones, except Dr. Goldfmith's 
in Wcftminfter abbey, and thefe two in 
Screatham church. He made four lineis 
once* on the death of poor Hc^arch> 
which were equally true and pleating : I 
know not why Garrick*3 were preferred 
to them. 

K4 
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The bud of bioi btre tQq)i4)^^ ' 
That 4r(w th' el&«tij»l{(Hnn <>f Soffit 

TlUc lav the KMOMC* i4 tN £m«* 

Mr, Hogarth, amons th.? variety rf 
kioclasfiit^ ihcwQ to v» wbea I tu too 
. 7QVog to have n pM^w (ttiPi of them^ 
mt af«d CO be Ter7 eafneft that 1 Ihould 
obtain tbe »cqti4ncap.cCf an<l if poflible 
tbc ffiendfhip of Di. Job^en, whbft 
coavnrfation was co tKe talk of emit 
meiii like Titivi's paitltiog cqippared to 
Hudfon'sj he faid: but don't you tell 
people now, (hat I fay i<» (continued 
he)i for the mniwH&Mw ^nd I are at 
iKv you kA9wi fuid beoKufe I hate 
tk(m> t^cy think J hale ?V/ftM«.and.l« 
^«m l.TM^Mw w«« Meod the laftures 
I nfcd » b*W in >W v«y eariy days 
frojn dtw Mr, Hogarih. whofo tegant 
for my fatb?jr i^duocd l^m. perhaps to 
i^e ooti(^. qf |ii« lit^. g^^y aod- give 
W foov; q4<1 parti<;vl«- ^iraAiooa about 
drcfsj dancing, and many other mattcn. 
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ipCerefiing now only bccfinfe they w«FP 
his. A» Kc made all his talents, how- 
ever, fubftrTicnt to t^ great porpofts 
of moraliqr, and the earneft defire ftp 
}^d v> mend mankind, his difcourfr 
pwiVQQnly endwi in »n ethical differtftr 
tion>iU)d aiftrtou« chvg^ iq me, never ce 
fprg^ hi? pi^re of the Z-i^V iqfiStttkt, 
Pf Pr. Johnfon, when my fattier and he 
were talking together about him one dayi 
i^X^ fnnn (f^ya Hctgiirth) is not con^ 
i«ot«d wiith believing the 3ible> bus he 
fairly rcfolvn, I think, to believe ro. 
thing ^Ml tb« Pible. Johnfon (added 
he)i though . fa wife a fellow, is more 
liku king David than king Solomon i 
for he fays in his hafte that all men 
«ra liars. This charge, as I afterwards 
came to know, was but too well 
founded : Mr. Johnfon's incredulity 
amounted almoft tq difeafe, and I have 
(tan it mortify his companions exceed- 
ingly. But the truth is, Mr. Thralc 
had a very powerful influence over the 
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"Doftor, and could make him fupprels 
many rough anfwers : he could likewife 
prevail on him to change his Ihirr^ his 
ctMt, or his plate, almoft before it came 
indifpenfably neceffary to the comfort- 
able feelings of his friends : But as I ne- 
ver had any afcendency at all over Mr. 
Jbh'nroQ, except -juft in the things that 
concerned his health, it grew extremely 
perplexing and difficult to live in the 
houfe with him when the matter of k 
was no more i the worfe indeed> becaufe 
his diflikes grew capricious; and ho 
could fcarce bear- to have any body 
come to the houfe whom it was abfolucely 
neceffary for me to fee. Two gentle- 
ineD> I perfectly well remember, dining 
with . us at Streatham in the Summer 
1782, when Elliot's brave defence of 
Gibraltar was a fubje£t of xommon 
difcourfe, one of thefe men naturally 
enough, begun fome talk about red-hot 
balls thrown ,with furprizing dcxicerity 
and cffeft : which Dr. Johnfon having 
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liftened fome time to, *' 1 would advife 
you. Sir (faid he with a cold fncer), 
never to relate this ftory again : you 
really can fcarce imagine how very 
fcor a figure you make Jn the telling 
of it." Our gueft being bred a Quaker, 
and I believe a man of an extremely 
gentle difpofition, needed no more re- 
proofs for the fame folly; fo if he 
ever did fpcak again, it was in a low 
voice to the friend who came with him. 
The check was given before dinner, and 
after coffee I left the room. When in 
the evening however our companions 
were returned to London, andMr.John- 
fon and myfelf were left alone, with 
only our ufual family about us, ** I did 
not quarrel with thofe Quaker fellows," 
(faid he, very feribufly.) You did per- 
fedly right, replied I j for they gave 
you no caufe of offence. " No offence ! 
(returned he with ^n altered voicej) and 
is it nothing then to fit whifpcring to- 
gether when / am prefent, without ever 
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dirc^ing their djfcpprfc towards ni?» 9r 
offtriRg me a (hve Jo the cwverfation;'" 
That was, l?«ayfic yQ^ frighted him who 
fpo^c firft at?o«t thofc hot balU- " Wbjr^ 
Madam, if 9|Cre«ure is neither capable 
of giving dignity to fa^iehood, nor vrillT 
iog to remain cQnc^Dted with the tr^th, 
he dcrcrvcj, no better trewownt.'' 

Mr.Johnfon's filled incTcdiiWty of every 
thing he heard, »nd htf Jittlp caje W 
conceal that incredulity, wa$ teizing 
enough to be fure : and I faw Mr. Sharp 
was pained exceedingly, when relatjog 
the hiftory of a hurricane that happened 
about that time in the Weft Indies, 
where, for aught I know, he had himr 
fclf loft Tome friends tpo, he pbfervetj 
Dr. Johnfon believed not a fyllable of 
the account: " For 'ti$/c eafy (fay» he) 
for a man to fill his mouth with a won- 
der, and run about telUng the tie before 
it can be dcteiled, that I have no heart 
to believe hurricanes eafjly raifoi by the 
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firfl: inViiiitor^ Utd blown forwards by 
thbufands more." I alkcd him once if he 
btlievcd the ftory Of" tHe dcAru&ien of 
I^illjon by an eanhijuake when ic firft 
happened: " Oh! not for fix nionths (Hud 
he) at leaft : 1 Jid think that Hojy too 
dreadful to be credited, and can hardly 
yet p^rluade myfelf that it was true to 
the full eStent we alt of us have bcsxd." 

Amoilg the namberkfs. people -hpw-i 
ever whom I heard him grol^ly and Hatly 
Cdh£radi£t, I never pet faw any one who 
did not tales it pattetitly etceptiag Dr. 
iturttky, froii) wKofe habitual /oftnefs of 
tttahners I little expefted fucn as exer- 
tU)h of fpirit 1- tlic event was ^ little to 
tie iSxpcSed. Mr. Johnfim afked his. 
pardbh generbully and geattelly, and 
when he left the room Fofe up to Ifaake 
hands with him, that they might part in. 
peace'. On another occafioft, w^en he 
fiad'violently provoked Mr* Pqjysi in j. 
diSereac but perhaps not a lefs o&n&ve 
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manner, till fomething much too like eI 
quarrel was grown up between them, 
the moment he was gone, ** Now (fays 
Dr. Johnfon) is Pepys gone home hating 
me, who love him better than I did be- 
fore : he fpoke in defence of his dead; 
friend; but though I hope / fpoke better 
who fpoke againft him, yet all my elo- 
quence will gain me nothing but an 
honcft man for my enemy !" He did" not 
however cordially love Mr.Pepys, though 
he refpe<5led his abilities. *' I knew the 
dog was a' fcholar (faid he, when they 
had been difputing about the clalfics for 
three, hours together one morning at 
Streatham) ; but that he had fo much 
tafte and fo much knowledge I did not 
believe; I might have taken Barnard's 
word though, for Bariiard would not lie." 

We had got a littleFrench print aniong 
us at BrightheimftOnei in November 
1782, of fomc people flcaiting, with: 
chefe lines written under : 
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Skt nn iniiitt (bryftal Phyiifr eonduit hart p'aty 

■ LffMctpiee eft fius la glace ; 
TeUe eft de aw pUifiri la legire furfacei 
GlifteK martcls ; n'afpHjtx pat. 

And I begged tranfiations from ctct^ 
body : Dr; Johnfon gave me this j 

O'er ice the rapid fkaiter flies, , ,. , 

With fport above and death below; 

Where mifchief lurks in gay difguife, ' > 1 
Thus lightly touch and quickly go. 

He was however mofl: exceedingly: 
enraged when he knew that in the couric 
of the feafon I had aflced half a dozen 
acqijaintance CO do'the fame thing, arid 
faid, it was a piece pf- ti'eachery, ' and 
done to make every body elfe look little 
when compared to my favourite friends 
the . Pepyfes, whofe trandations were 
■ unqueftionably' the beft. I will infert 
theia, ,.t>ecaufe he .i/(W f^y.fo; -This ij 
tho-diftich given me by. Sir I-ucas,s (oi 
whom. \ owe more foljfi obligations, nfl 
Ififs than the power of thanking hinijfoi; 
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the life he faved, and vbofe lesft Va- 
luable praife is the correftiiefs bf his 
tafte: 

O'crthe ice he o'er jilcnftin reulighdrfkoidd^Kili ; 
fioth haTO gulphs which their fiattcri&g foifaces ' 
hide. 

This other more feriout one was written 
by his, brother: 

Swift o'er the level how the (kaicers Aide, 

vAjtd Ocimthe gliu'ringfiuface as tha/gal | 
tlmso'er life's fpecioiu pleafures lightlr^Iidei 
' Bm l>ii>ft not, prefs not on the galphTwiow, 

.Dr, JohnfoR feeing this la&y ami thinks 

»ig,a,m(Mn$nCt: i^ofttcd^ : r .'. . 

O'fir'Cracfeltng let, o'er gulpKs proroiinai 
; Vntia. illinbfe gEJc the^ daitcrt {Jk^j " ■ 
,_ 0'«r t^oach«^UJ7)eafIi^e'('flow'J7:gMkbd ~ 
' Thus %hy 7 Ikkj^ ; ami ihafte Bwa^. : 

ifh&uj^thiisbhiothrfiinly' ttttlybbtll 
16 give and tak* offtnie, MK jfthnfoft 
fcad many rigid ttiaiima efanCWniitg Ae 
Attdflity of <lMidhii<d MUttii ahd ^otft" 
pliance of difpofition : and when I once 
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HMHtioncd Shcnftone's idea, thst fome 
lictle quirrel antong lovers, Ttlmaast 
ami friends was ufefol, and comvibmed to 
tbeir g^Krslr happintifs upon the whole, 
by making the foul feel her elaftic 
force, and retuyn to the beteVed obje^ 
with rencired delight i — ** Why, what a 
periucioas niainm is this now (erica 
Johnfon), aii quarrels ought to be 
avoided ftudioufty, particularly conjugal 
<^nes, as ntf one can pol&bly tell whero 
they may end) bePides that lalling dif- 
Uke is often' the c^fequence of occa- 
flcmal difgtiA, and that the cup of life is 
forely bitter enough, without fqueezing 
in the hateful rind of fefentenent." It 
was upon- fonwtbing Nke the (xtM prin- 
t^plcj and from bjs general hs<r*J of re- 
tin«mtftft, tbae^v^Ai X teld MM K6« Dr. 
Collier, iA «d« C* keep «h« fervanti in 
huiftour Willi hin hnyot'itt dog, by fcem* 
ttig rQi>^ ^tMi thv aniti^ himfelf on 
ihany occalk>i«>^ ahd crying out, Why' 
wiU nobody ks«ck this cii):^»tin^»<KK? 
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meant to conciliate their tendernefs to* 
.wards Pompeyj he returned me fot 
ianfwer, " that the. maxim was evidently 
falfe, and founded on ignorance of hu- 
man life; that the fervants .would kick 
the dog the (boner for having obtained 
fuch a fanflion to their feverity : aad I 
once (add«l he) chid my wife for beat- 
ing -the cat before the niaid, who will 
now (faid I) treat pufs with cruelty per- 
haps, and plead her miftrefs's example." 

I alked him upon this, if he ever dif- 
puted with his wife? (I had heard that 
he loved her paffionately.) " Perpe- 
tually (faid he) : my wife had a parti- 
cular Kverente for clcanlinefs, and de- 
lired the prdife of neathefs in her di'el^ 
^nd furniture, as many ladies do, till 
they become troublefpme '.to their beft 
friends, flaves, to their own befoms, and 
only figh for the hour of fweeping their 
hufbands out of the houfe as dirt and 
ufclcfs lumber: a clean floor is /s corn- 
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fortable, flic would fay fomctimes, by 
way of twitting; till at laft I told. her, 
that I thought we had had talk enough 
about the fiopr, ' we would now have a 
touch at the deling." 

. On another occafton I have heard hiai 
biame her f9r a fault n:iany people have, 
of'fetting the miferies of their neighbours 
half unintentiaoally half wantonly before 
their eyes, (hewing them the bad fide of 
their .profefllpn) fituation, &c. He faid, 
" flie would lament the dependence of 
pjupillage to a young heir, &c. and once 
told a waterman who rowed her along 
the Thames in a wherry, that he was no 
happier than, a galley-flave, one being 
qhained to the oar by authority, the 
other by want. I had however (faid he, 
laughing), the wit to get her daughter 
on my fide always before we began the 
difpute. She read comedy better than, 
anybody he ever heard (he faid)j in 
tragedy ihe mouthed too much." 
L 2 
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I4t Al^dM¥f& 6§ ttti l/A«c 

6arrlck t6M Mr. Tkrale h6wev«r, that 
Ike was a Httle painted pUf|>et» ^. ba 
vtHiit ftt all, and qukdf dtlginfed with 
ztfe&anoa, full of odd airs 6( ^ral ^■<' 
gancc ; and he made out fbrtie eorrikd 
fccDCS^ by mimicking her in a dialogue 
hi pretended to have ftvei'heard: I do 
not know whether htf mrtinfr fljch fluff" 
tti be believed or nO, it was fo comical ; 
nor did I indeed ever fee him reprefent 
her ridi.culoully, though my hulband did. 
The intelligen.ee t gained of Kef froftl 
old Levctt, was only perpefiial ill|ief» 
and perpetual opium. iThe piffiife I 
ftjund of her at Litchfield was very 
pretty, and hef daughter Mrs. Ilucy 
Porter laid, it was like. Mr. Johrrfoii 
has. told me, that her h^r was emihentljf 
beautifuj, quite blonJe like th^ df i 
baby; but that die fretted 4bfiut the 
colour, and was always defiroiis t6 dyfi' 
it blapk, which he very judicjbufly hin- 
dered h?r frofti doing, fiis ac.Couiit fif 
their wedding we uled to think fodfCt^QS 
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eniragh -^ (^ J was riding to churcK 
i(fays Johnfon), and Aie following oin 
another fiugle horfe: fhc hung fuhcfc 
howemer, fnd I turned fhovt to fee 
whether flie could get her Seed aioog, 
or what was the maucr. I had howertr 
loon occafion to Cec it waa ooiy co- 
quetry, and that I defpi/ed, to quicken- 
ing my pace a little, ihe mended hers j 
but I believe there was a ccar 6r two 
—pretty dew creature !" 

Johnfon loved his dinner exceedingly, 
and-has often faid in my hearing, periiaps 
for my etKfication, ** that vAutrevcr the 
dinner is ill got there is povw^, or there 
is avarice, or there is ftupidity i in Owrt, 
the ifamily ia fomehow grofsly wrong: 
for (cojntUiued be) * rata (itldiMn thinks 
with more cArneftnefe of any thing tiuifi 
he<h3es i^ his j^noer ; and if ks caaiU>t 
get that wdl dreflcd, be AtonU be ^Tuf- 
pc&ed of inaccuracy in fttiMt ^Rgn" 
Oftc dty whea be va* l^KA^jig ^f^op 
L3 
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IjO AHECDOTES OF THE LATE 

.the fubjcft, I aflced him, if he ever huffed 
his wife about his dinner? " So .often 
(replied he), that at laft (he called to 
me, and faid. Nay, hold Mr. Johnfon, and 
do not make a farce of thanking God 
for a dinner which in a few minutes you 
will proteft not eatable." , 

When any difputes arofe between oiff 
married acquaintance however, Mr. John- 
fon always fided with the hufband, " whom 
(he faid)- the woman had probably pro- 
voked fo often, Ihe fcarce knew when or 
how flie had difobliged him firft. Wo- 
men (fays ' Dr. Johnfon) give great 
oSence by a contemptuous fpirit of nonr 
.compliance on petty occaGons. The 
:man calls his wife to walk with him in 
, the fliade, and Ihe feels a llrange define 
juft at that moment to fit in the fun : he 
offers to read her'aplay, or fing her.ia 
fong, and ihe calls the children in to 
difturb themi or advifes him to feize 
that opportunity of fettling the family 
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accounts. Twenty fuch tricks will the 
faithfuUeft wife in the world not refufe 
to play, and then look aftoniftied when 
the fellow fetches in a miftrcfs. Board- 
ing-fchools were eftablifhcd ((Continued 
he) for the conjugal "quiet of the pa- 
rents 1 the two partners cannot agree 
which child to fondle, nor how to fondle 
them, fo they put the young ones to 
ichool, and remove the caufe of con- 
tention. The little girl pokes her head, 
the mother reproves her Iharply : Do not 
mind your mamma, fays the father, my 
dear, but do your own way. The mo- 
ther complains to nie of this ; Madani 
(faid I), your hufband is right all the 
■while; he \s with you but two hours of 
the day perhaps, and then you teize him 
by making the child cry. Are not ten 
hours enough for tuition? And are the 
hours of pleafure fo frequent in life, that 
when a man gets a couple of quiet ones to 
J^end in familiar chat with his wife, they 
niuft be pbifoned by petty mortifications ? 
L4 
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ij2 A«£CDOTZs o;f TKZ |,^TE 
Put miiley to icfyxl -, Sac will learn to 
hold her head tik.e her neighbours, and 
]rou will no loager torawit your ivtnlf 
for want of other talk," 

The viicuitf of ^i(e h^ij at igme earlf 
period of his life ftruck fo forcibly .oji th? 
;nindofM.r>j9bofon,thMit.becamebyre,- 
peaied impreflion hisfavouritc h^othclwi, 
and the general tenor of his.reafoninigs 
commonly endqd tberc, wherever they 
might begin. Sych things therefore as 
other philofopher? ofcen attribute to va* 
rious and contradictory caufes> appe.are4 
to him uniform enough ; all was done to 
fill up the tinKf upon his principle. I 
ufed to tell him> that it was like th.9 
Clown's anfwer in ^U's well th;^ end^ 
well, of *-* Oh Lwd, Sir!" for that it 
fuited every occafion. One man, for ex- 
ample, was pro6iga,t£ and wild, a$ wecaU 
it, followed the girls, or iat ftill at the 
gaming-table. " Why, life muft be 
filled up (fays JohnfoflJ, amd .the man 
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arho is im>c capable of incellcflual plea- 
lures mud coiuept himfelf with fuch • 
»s his fenfes can aff-ori," Another was 
a hoarder : *' Whj', a fellow muft do 
fomethijigi and what To eafy to a narrow 
niind as boar^^ng halfpesce till they turn 
JAto lixpcnces."— Avarice was a vice 
agtuoft which, however, I never much 
^(leard Mr. Johnfon declaim, till one rfr. 
prefented it to him coone&ed with cruel- 
ty, lOr fomc fuch dii^raceful companion. 
'* Do not (fftid he) difcourage your chiU 
iJren from hoarding, if they have a tafte 
jioit: whoever lays up his penny rather 
{han part with it for a cake, at leoft is 
jnot the flave 9f grols appetite ; an4 
ihews beAdes ^ pre&reifce always to be 
cfticemed, of the future Co the prefent 
pnpment. Such a tnind rsay bo made * 
good o^ei b^t the natural Ipendchrift, 
who gj-^ps his ptm&nes greedily and 
cparfely, and cares for nothing Emm: im- 
incdiatc indvlgeace, is very little to be 
yalue^ abovean^ro." We calked of 
l^dy TftVJAock, who gricv«d iterfelf to 
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. death for the lofs of her hufband — "She 
■was rich, and wanted employment (fays 
Johnfon), fo Ihe cried till Ihe loft all 
power of rcftraining her tears: other 
women are forced' to outlive their huf- 
.bands, who were juft as much beloved, 
^Jepend on it i but they have" no time 
for grief: and I doubt not, if we had 
pyt my Lady Taviftock into a fmall 
chandler's Ihop, and given her a nurfcr 
.child to tend, her .life would have been 
faved. The poor and the bufy have no 
-Icifure. for fentimental forrow." Wt 
were Jpeaking of a gentleman who loved 
his fricnd-r" Make him prime minifter 
.(fays Johnfon) and fee how long' his 
friend will be remembered." But he 
had a rougher anfwer for me, when I 
commended a . fermon preached - by an 
intimate acquaintance of our own at the 
trading end of the town. " What was 
the fubjed. Madam- (fays Dr. ^hn- 
fon) ?" Friendfliipv Sir (replied I). 
*' Why now, is it not ftrange that a 
wife man, like our dear little Evans, 



HihyGoonk' 



- DR^ SAMUEL JOHNSON. 15J 

fhould take it in iiis head to prca'ch on 
fuch a fubjei5t, in a place where no one 
can be thinking of it ?" Why, .what 
are they thinking upon, Sir (faid I) i 
" Why, the men are thinking .on theie 
money I fuppofe, and the women arc 
thinking of their mops." 

Dr. Johnfon's' knowledge and efteem 
of what we. call Ipw.or coarfe life was 
indeed prodigio^isj and he did not lik^ 
that the upper ranks flipuld be dignified 
with the name of the ^erld. Sir Jofhu^ 
Reynolds faid one, day, that nobody 
^ere laced coats, now; and that once 
ev^y body wore them. ** See now 
.(fays Johnfon) how abfurd that is; as 
if the bulk of mankind conlifted of fine 
gentlemen that came to him to fit for 
their piftures. If every man who wears 
a laced coat (that he can pay for) was 
extirpated, who would mifs them ?'.' 
With all this haughty contempt of gen*- 
tility, no praife was more welcome to 
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Dr. Johnfon tliafl that which he fud 
bad dM notions or manners of a gentle- 
man : which character I have heard him 
defbe wtch accuracy, and defcribe ^th 
elegance. " Officers (he faid) were 
{alfely fuppofed to have the cah-iage of 
gentlemen ; whereas no profe&oa left a 
ftronger brand behind it than that of a 
foldier I and it was the eflence of a gen- 
tleman's charaAer to bear the vifiMe 
mark of no profefllon wiiatevei*.^ He 
once named Mr. Berengcr as the ftan- 
dard of true degance ; but fome one eb- 
jefting that he too mueh re&mbled the 
ge«tleman in Congreve's comedies, Mr. 
Johnfon faid, " We muft fix them vpoa 
the famous Thomas Hervey, wbo<^ 
manners were polilhed even to acute- 
scTs and brilliancy, though he loft but 
Ikdc in folid power of reasoning, aod 
in genuine force of miod." Mr. John* 
fon had however an avowed and fcarcely 
limiied partiality for a/li who bore the 
name orboa&ed the alliance ^f on Aftoa 
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or a Utrvtfi and when Mr. Thriilc 
imoe i&cd hint which had beea the 
hapi^aft period of fais paft lifef he re- 
p^d, " it was that ytsr in which he fpeat 
one Whafe evening with M—^y AC—~a, 
That indeed (faid he) was not ha^^i- 
nefs, it war t^\xe ; but the thoughts 
of it fwecKned the whole year." 1 muft 
add* that the evening alluded to was 
not pxflfed tih-h'tttcj but in a fele^t 
companj^, of which the prefenc Lord 
Kilkhorty was one. " Molly (iays Dr. 
Johnlbft) Was a beauty and a fchotar, 
and a wit and vhig; and file talked all 
in praife of liberty: and fo I, made this 
epigram upon her— She was the lordieft 
creatufe I ever faw I ! ! 

tiher at tffi vtlim, fuafifti pidchra Maria, 
Vt mamtam Uhtr—pidAra Maria, vali !" 

Will -it dft this way- is Englifh, Sir 

tirfirafiftos to fteeifort fMl oddly ftoni'^bttt 

3 
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** It will do well enough (replied he) ) 
b\it> it is tranllated by a lady^ and- the 
ladies never loved M — -y Af~n." I 
aflced him what h« wife thought of this 
attachment i " She -was jealous to be 
Aire (faid he), and teized me foqnetknes 
when I would let her ; and one- day, as 
a fortune- telling gipfey pafled us when 
we were walking out in company, with 
two or three friends in the country, flie 
tpade the wench look at my hand, but 
fpon repented her curiofity; for (fays 
the gipfey) Your heart is divided. Sir, 
between a Betty and a Molly : Betty 
loves you beft, but you take moft de- 
light in Molly's company : when I 
turned about to laugh, I'faw my wife 
was crying. Pretty charmer ! fhe had 
no reafon !" 

It' was, I believe,' long after the 
currents of life had driven him to a 
great tj'ttance from this lady, that he 
fpent much of his time with Mrs. 
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K — zh — b — t, of whorn he always fpoke 
^frith efteciin and tendernefs, and with 
a veneration very difficult to deferve. 
" That woman (faid he) loved her 
hufband as we hope and dcfire to be 
loved by our guardian angel. F — tz- 
h — b — t was a gay good-humoured fel- 
low, generous of his money and of his 
meat, and defirous of nothing but cheer- 
ful fociery among people diftinguiftied 
in Jome way, in arty -.way I think; for 
Roufleau and St. Auftin would have 
been equally welcome to his table and 
to his kindncfs : the lady however was 
of another way of thinking; her firft 
care was to prefei:ve her hufband's •fgul 
from corruption ; her fccond, to keep his 
eftate entire for their children: and I 
owed my good reception in the family 
to- the idea Ihe had entertained, chat 
r was fit company for F — tzh-^b — t, 
whom I loved extremely. They dare 
not (faid ITie) fwear, and take- other 
con verfation-libef ties before you." I 
afked if her hufband retuffled her re- 
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gard ? *' He fek her in&ueflce too 
powerfully (repKed Mr. Johnfoo): no 
man will be fond of what forces him 
daily to ieel hioafelf inferior. She ftood 
3C the door of her Faradife in Derby' 
ftiire> tike the angei with the flamiog 
fword, to keep the devil at a diftance. 
But fte was not immortal, poor dear! 
fiw died, and her hufband felc at once 
afflicted and releafed." I enquired if 
Bue was handfome ? ** She would have 
been handfome fc»- a queen (replied th« 
pantgyriH) ; her beauty had m ore hi it 
of majcfty than of atiraftion, more of th« 
dignity of virtue than the vivacity of 
wit." The friend of this lady, Mife 
&— thby, fucceeded her in the mwage- 
nienc <rf Mr. F—tzh—b -^t's family,, and 
in the eftoera of Dr. Johnfoa; though 
he told me fhc puibed her piety to 
bjg«tcy, her devetSon to CDthudatmi 
tltat fbe fomeiWiat difqualified hcdetf 
for the duties c^ this Hfe, t:^ her perpe* 
tUal afptratiofts alter the next : fuch was 
howevQr' the purity <»f her mindy be tmd% 
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and; fuch the graces of her. manner^ 
that Lord L-ytcelton and he ' ufed ta 
ftrive for her. preference with an emula- 
tion, that occaGoned hourly difguft, and 
ended in lafting ahimoficy. *' You may 
fee - (faid he to ■ me, when the Poets 
Lives were printed) that dear-B— thby 
is at my heart ftilh She wo»W delight 
in that fellow Lyttelton'a company 
though, all that I -could do i" and I can- 
not forgive even his rhemory' the pre^ 
■ference given bya mind like her's.'' 
I have heard Baretti fay,- ithat when 
thb lady died. Dr. Johnfon was almoft 
*liftra£ted with his griefj and that the 
friends about him had much ado to 
calm the violence of his. emotion. Dr. 
Taylor tea related- once to Mr. Thrale 
-and me, that when- he loft his wife, the 
Lflcgro Francis ran away, though in th« 
■middle of the night, to Weftminfter, to 
-fetch Dp; Taylor to his matter, who wa^ 
;aU butwild.withexcefs of forrow,- and 
-fcarce kaew him when he arrived: after 
M 
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ifltot minatet howtrtr, the doAor pni« 
pofed ibeir going to prayers, as the ant; 
rational method of calming the dtfordcf 
this piiafortune had occafioncd in both 
their fpirita. Time, aod refignation tfi) 
the will of God, cur^d every bi*c«h io 
his heart before I made acqiMii)t»acf 
with hinv though he always pcrfiftsd Ml 
fcying he never rightly recovered th» 
lols a£ hi» wife. It ia in aUufion to her 
that he recorda the obfervatioa of a 
female critic, a& he calls ber> in Qay's 
Lafe i aAd the lady ni great beauty and 
«kg^Q(j moHUned in the crkicifin 
upoR Po|9ie'9 epitaph*, was KTift Molly 
A&m» The pcriin %okca of in h^ 
firifturc* upon Yotmg's poetry, ia the 
wrijier cf thefe Anecdotev to whom he 
likcwile addrtSbd ' the foUoning verfes 
WbcA be was in the lOe of Sky wi^ 
Mu leiwell. The letters writtea i^ hit 
jowEA^ I u&d Ai tell him, were, be^ 
tcr tjua the printed boolcj and he was 
,ao( diipleaTcd at, m^ haviqg t«kc9.tt|e 
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pains to copy fbem all over. Here h the 
Latin odt : 

Ptrmn tirrat, mii mii/t mptt 
Ttrvs uii ridimfitrikt ntmt 

SpuUkt iif/vmit, tp^tnfmt ftaut U.f^ 

Fa<ia imtfiit. J 

Inttr trmnt/aUhnifu Im^, 
Jnttr iffttUfJhtfinu bf^dt, 
^t mm/it mttmKy fm/t^ftfOf* 

Sn viri furat pia w/M mttt»tt 

Sivt 0m Ubrit npvittitfafiit 

StiitUa mtntem : 

Siafidti tPBJfatii, Mtrktfu itMjam 

amrm Sii». 

On anotKerocczfion I cm botft verfes 

from Dr. Johtifon. — As I went into his 

room the morning of my \fistk--da.y once, 

and faid-nr Itiifty VobvC^.&iAt mt anjr 

M 2 
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VCrfcs oow, becaufe I am five-and-tbirty- 
years old i and Stella was fed with them 
till foriy-fix, I remember. My being 
juft recovered from ilFncfs and confine- 
ment will account for the maniier in 
whicjfche burft out fuddenly, for fo he 
did withgut the leaft previous hefiration 
whatfoever, and without having enter- 
tained the fmalleft intention towards it 
half a minute before : 

Oft in.daogcr, yet afive, 
We are come.to.thirty-fiw; 
Long ra*y better years arrive. 
Better years than thirty-five. 
Could philpfopRers contrive 
Lift to ftop at thirty-five, 
Time his hours fliould never dKw 
" O'er the bounds of thirty-five. 
Hi^ to ibar, and deep to dive, 
rNature gives at thirty-five. 
Ladies, ftof k and tend your bive* 
. Trifle upt at thirty-five : 

For howe'er we hoaft and ftrive, 
%lfe-d»clines from thirty-five: 
He that ever hopes to thrive 

' ' Mull begin by thirty-five ; 
And all who wilply wift to wive 

-,- ...MufttoetjaiTfaralcactJiirty-fije- -. . - 
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'** And now (faidhc, as I was writing 

■ them down), you may fee what it is to 

■come for poetry to a Diftionary-maker j 

you may obferve that the rhymes run in 

alphabetical order exaaiy."—— -And fo 

they do. 

Mr. Johnfon did indeed pplTefs an 
almoft Tufcan power of improvifation : 
when he called to my daughter, whq was 
confulting with a friend about a new 
gown and dreffed hat flie thought of 
'■wearing to an affeinbly, thus fuddehly, 
while fhe hoped he was not littening^^ 
their conVerfatibn, 

Wear the gown, and wear the tat. 

Snatch thy pleafures while they laft; 
Hakft thou nine lives like a cat, . 
Soon thofc nine lives would be paft. 
It is impoffible to deny to fuch little 
-falUe's the power of the Florentiiies, *ho 
do not permit their vcrfes to be ever 
"written down though they often deCerve 
it, becaufe, as they exprefs it, cojjjtper' 
^erehhii la $oca gloria- 
M 3 
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Aft for trandatioDSi we ufe4 to make 
him romctimes run off* vith one or two 
in a good hgmour. He was praifing this 
foQg of MecaftaOo, 

IM, fifimttrmi vwti, 

JV*» mi tHriar ttmtfi* 
HoUftt Milar t ' 
Cki iutamtnt* tndtt 
Impigma « firbar fidf ; 
Cbi /tmprt iHgaiMt a/ftlla, 
jtlltlU «/ iKgoMBMr. 

" Should you like ic in Englilb (laid 
he) th«i.?". 

Would you hope ta g^a nj kntt» 
Bid your teiziqg doubts depart} 
iHc vko kliudly truftsi will End 
Faich from emy ganerous mmd : 
He wk« ftill eipcQs deceit, 
Oalf teaches Jiov to cheat. 

Mr. Barettt coaxed htm likewife one 
day at Streacham out of a tranfltfjon of 
Emircna'a fpeech to the falls CDurtkr 
AquHctOk, and » is prob«bl^ {viatsd 
before now, as I think two Or three 
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people took copies j but perhaps it has 
flipt their monories. 

jIb ! t» in tent iieutechiiifii , t glurirei 
Cbt Jra i foebi mn JH UHoix ancera ■ 
Dtll' anlita tnifth : guaada hifagatt, 
Saprai fim» U volla 
ftKxeggiare im memict ; accii vi cada, 
jfyrirgli tHmamd at frreifixit, ifti 
Piangtrmt la caduia. Offrirti 4 tutti 
B nau tffir ehi ttu ; di falfe Uii 
yifiir U aeeift, *J aggrmiar It t*if* 
Xnijmnu la iifejt, ^»^ d(U trmta, 

I intmi alUntaiiar 1 d'egui tkftigt 
Lafciar I'cJh alU fctttro, 1 d*egni dfmo 

II merhc mjifrpar : ttnn- aafcejfa 
&au u» aala spfarntt »t mpU fint, 
lie/aUrUmr clnJkiU mltrui miint. 

Grown old In courts, thoo art not fuftljr one 

Wbo k<^ tbe figiil nks of ftscient liiatdar t 

WfU tkill'd £d itoik t £at vith looks of UndjacI** 

T« link the fatal precipice before hintt 

And ttten lament hU fall witb feeming fnendibip i 

Open to all, true only to thyfelf, 

ThoQ know'It thofe arts which blaft mth ennotu 

fraafe, ■ ■ 
VTUcbaKEnvracea fnhwit^ feigs'd«acnAsi 
Aad drive di&tuatCBavc'd virtue fnus the tbVMl 
That leave the blanMof tigonr to the prince* 

M4 
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And of his every gift ufurp the iBerit ; 
That hide in feemmg leal'a wicked pu'rpofc, 
And only build upon another's ruin. , 

Thcfe charaftcrs Dr. Johnfon however 
did not delight in reading, or in hearing 
of: he always maintained that the world 
was not half as wicked as it was rcpre- 
fcntedj and he might very, well continue 
in that opinion, as he refolutely drove 
from him every ftory that could make 
him change it; and when Mr. Bicker- 
ftafF's flight confirmed the report of his 
guilt> and my hufband faid in anfwer 
to Johiifon's aftonifliment, that he had 
long, been a fufpefted man: " By-. 
thofe who look clofc to the ground,' dirt 
will be fcen. Sir (was the lofty reply): 
I hope I fee things from a greater dif- 



His delire to go abroad, particularly 
to fee Italy, was very great ; and he hhd ' 
a longing with too to leave fome Latin 
verfes' at the Grand Chaftrcux. He" 
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iowd indeed the very-aft <if travelKrig; 
and I cannot tell how far one might have 
t^en hitn in a carriage bfcforc he wQuld 
haute wifhed for refrcftimcnt, ■ He was 
iherefoie in fqme.refpeds an admirals 
connpanion on the roadV as he !pique4 
himfelf upon feeling no inconvenience, 
and on defptfing' no' abconimodatians. 
On the other hand however, he expcftcd 
iio one elfe to feel any; and felt ex- 
ceedingly inflamed with anger if any one 
jcomplained of the rain, the fun, or the 
4uft. " How (faidhc) do other people 
bear them f As for general uneafinefs, 
or complaints of long confinement in a 
carriage he confidcrcd all lamentations 
oft their account as proofs of an empty 
head, and a tongue defirous to talk with- 
out materials of converfation. " A mill 
that gotfs without grift (faid he) is as 
good a companion as flich creatures." '- 

I pitied a friend-before him, who had 
a whinirg wife that found every, thing 
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painfol >• bcTi aod nodting fiaHitft'^ 
" He docf wK kJiow thu ihc whimpcrc 
(fftjrs J^nbn) ; vfaen a door hn eretked 
for a fonaiglu together, you may obferve 
—the mafter will fureely give fixpcace 
to get it oiled." 

Of another Jad^, more ittfipid Aaa 
offeafire, I OBce beard him fay, '* Sht 
hat fomc foftocfs indeed, but fo hat a 
pillow." . And when one obfcrred in re* 
. pif, that her hufband's fidelity and at* 
cachtneat were csecnptirj, nocwit^ftand* 
iog this low account at which her per* 
fedions irerc rated-™*' Why Sir (o-ies 
the DoftcH")! being married to thoft 
flecpy-foulcd women, is jufl like pUjing 
at cvdt for nothing: nopaiBoatsexcited, 
and the time it filled up. I do not 
however envy a fiellow one of thcfc 
honey-fudde wives for my pare, «s th^ 
are but creepers at bcft, and commonly 
deftroy the tree dtty fo tcoderfy cling 
gUimit." I 
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. For a lady of quality, fince dead, who 
received u$ «t her hufband's fent in 
Wales with kfs attention than he had 
long bsen accuftwned to, he had a 
rougher denunciation : " That woman 
(cries Johnfon) is like four fmall-beef, 
the beverage of her table, and produce 
of the wretched country fije lives in : 
like that, flio could never have been a 
good thing, and even that bad thing 'a 
fpoitfd." This was in the Cune veia of 
HfpMity, and I believe with foniething 
like the fame provocation, that he ob- 
fervcd of i Seotch lady, "that Ihe rc- 
ftmbled a dead nettle i were Ihe alive 
(faid hc)» flie would fting." 

Mr. Johnfon's hatred of the Scotch is 
fo well known, and fo many of his ions 
mots cxpreflive of that hatred have been 
already repeated in fo many books and 
pamphlets, that 'tis perhaps fcargely 
worth while to write down the converfa- 
tioo between him and a friend of that 
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iiation who always refides in Londian, 
and who ar his return from the Hebrides 
afked him, with a firm tone of voice. 
What he thought of his country ? " That 
It is a very vile country to be fure, Sir," 
(returned for anfwer Dr. Johrifon.) 
Well, Sir! replies the other fomcwhat 
mortified, God made it. " Certainly he 
did (anfwers Mr. Johnfon again); but 
we muft always remember that he made 
it for Scotchmen, and comparifons are 
odious, Mr. S ; but God made hell." 

Dr. Johnfon did not I think much de- 
light in that kind of converfation which 
confifts in telling ftories : " every body 
(faid he) tells ftories of me, and I tell 
ftories of nobody. I do not recoUeft 
(added he), that I have ever toldj-oa, that 
have been always favourites, above three 
ftories i but I hope I do not play the 
Old Fool, and force people to hear uniri- 
fereftirig narratives, only becaufe I once 
was diverted witli them niyfelf," ttc 



HihyGoogle 



r- DIU SAMUIL JOHNSOU. . IJJ 

Wis however an enemy to chat fort of 
talk from the famous Mr. Footc, " whofc 
happinefs of manner in relating was fuch 
(he faid) as fubdued arrogance and 
roofed ftupidity : His ftories were truly. 
Jike thofe of Biron in Love's Labour 
Loft, fo very attractive. 

That a^ed ears play'd truant wirh his tales, 
' And younger hearings were qliite ravifli'd ; 
So fweet and voluble was his difcourfe. 

Of all converfers however (added 
he), the late Hawkins Browne was tha 
moft delightful with whom I ever was 
in company; his talk was at once fo 
elegant, fo apparently artlefs, fo pure* 
and fo pleafing, it fcemed a perpetual 
ftream of fentiment, enlivened by gaiety, 
and. fparkling with images." When I 
aflccd Dr.Johnfon, who was the^<^ man 
he had ever known ? " Pfalmanazar," 
was the unexpefted reply : he faid, I'kc- 
■jvife, " that diough a native of France, as 
bis.friend imagined, he poffelTed more 
ef the EngUlh language, than any one o( 
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the other foragiters who had fyfohaitf 
fallen in his wty. Though xhtn m* 
much efteem hovcTer, there w« 1 be- 
lieve but little eonfideiice between them -, 
thejr converfed merely aboot gtocral 
topics, religion and learniiig,. of vbiA 
both were undoubtedly ftupendous ex- 
amples ; and» with regard to true Chrift- 
ian perfection, I have heard Johnibn 
fay, " That George Pfalmanazar'a pie^, 
penitence, and virtue exceeded almoft 
what we read as wonderful even in the 
lives of faints." 

I forget IB what year it was thai 
this extraordinary peribn lived and died 
at a houfe in Old-ftrcetf where Mr. 
Johnfon was wtinefs to hi» caldiin and 
virtues, and to his final preference df 
the church of EngltBd, sftei* hteinttg 
ftudied, difgraccd, and adomrtf fo maitjr 
modes of worlbip. The name he went 
by, was not foppoftd by hia friend to 
be that of hia fiimily, bat all-eftquirics 
were vain ; his reajbn* for eonce^ag-hit 
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•rigioal Were pcnitemiaiy ; lie ddcnred 
BO other ntme th«n chu of tht impoAor, 
he faid. Thacporcioii of tke.Ujiiv<tf»l 
Hiftory which vas written t^ lam, deed 
OQC feem to me to be coonp^cd with 
peculiar fpiriti but ail traces of the wic 
and the wanderer were probably worn 
out before he undertook the work.-^ 
His pious and patient endurance of a 
tedious illnds, ending in an exemplary 
dwtjli confinAcd the ftrOng imprefljon 
hia niertt had made upen the tnlntj of 
Mr. Johnlon. ** Ic i& Co iterj difficile 
(faid he» always) for a fick man not to 
be a fcoundrel. Oh 1 fet the pillows fofi; 
hbre is Mr, Gftunblcr o'donuag : Ah I 
let B<» air in for the worMi Mr. GrumUer 
^1 bs hicl« prcfoatly." 

. This perpetual preference la O3 (^eofive 
.where the privileges of Hokncfs are befides 
.fi^pQited 1^ wealth»afld nouriiUed by d&- 
^cndenee, that one canoot much wonder 
Unt a rough raiod is revoteed hy them. 
It VH howover 4t once comical and 
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io»ebaiit.(u thcFrencb call iO> to'ob-^ 
ferve Mr. Johnfon To habitually watch-- 
lul agatnlt this fort of behaviour, that: 
lie was often ready to fufpeft himfelf of 
it J and when one afked hitn gently, how 
liedid ? — *' Ready to become a fcoundreJ> 
Madam (would commonly be the an- 
fwcr) : with a little mftre fpoiliiig you 
wijljl think, make mcacOmpleterafcal.** 

His detire of doing- good was nob how-^ 
ever IdToied by his averfion to a 'fick 
fchamben he would have made an ill 
man. well by any expence or -fatigue of 
his own, fooner than any of - the canters. 
Canter indeed was- he none : - he- would 
ibr^et to -alk. people after the health 
of their neareft relations^-^nd-lay^in-cx^ 
cufe, " That he knew they did not care : 
why ffiould "they ? (fays he ;) evfery 
one in this world has as much as they 
'can-do in caring for themfctves, and f«w 
have leifufe really to think of thcirnejgh^ . 
hours diffreffes, however they may de'- 
4ight*theli: tCngaes with taHriris Of thtfm:* 
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The natural dep^iviij' of hiankTiid 
nnd remilins of origiiixl frn were fo fixed 
in Mr. Johnfon'3 opinion, that he was 
lAdeed 3 mofb acote obferver of their 
effedls ; and ufed to fay fometimes, 
half in jeft half in Mrneft,- that thcf 
■were the remains of his old tut<>r Mandtf- 
Ville's inftrudtions. As a book how- 
ever> he took care always loudly co con- 
demn the Fable of the Bees, but not 
without adding, " that it was the work 
of a thinking man." 

I haye in former dayS heard Dr. Col- 
Jier of the Commons loudly condemned 
for uttering fcntiments, which twenty 
years after I have heard as loudly ap- 
plauded froni the lips of Dr. Johnfon, 
concerning the well-known writer of that 
celebrated work : but if people will live 
long enough in this capricious world, 
fuchinftanccs of partiality willftiock them 
' lefs and lefs, by frequent repetition. Mr. 
Johnfon knew mankind, and wilhed to 
N 
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mend them : he therefore, to the piety 
and pure religion, the untainted integrity, 
and fcrupulous morals of my earlieft 
and moft difintereftcd friend, judicioufly 
contrived to join a cautious attention to 
the capacity of his hearers, and a pru- 
dent refolution not to leflen the influ- 
ence of his learning and virtue, by ca- 
fual freaks of humour, and irregular 
ftarts of ill-managed merriment. He did 
not wifh to confound, but to inform his 
auditors j and though he did not appear 
to folicit benevolence, he always wilhed 
to retain authority, and leave his com- 
pany imprelTed with the idea, that it 
was his to teach in this world, and theirs 
to learn. What wonder then that all 
Ihould receive with docility from John- 
fon thofe doctrines, which propagated 
by Collier they drove away from ihcm 
with ihouts ! Dr. Johnfon was not 
grave however bccaufc he knew not 
how to be merry. No man loved laugh- 
ing better, and his vein of humour 
3 
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Was rich, and apparently inexhauftiblc; 
though Dr. Goldfmich faid once to him, 
"We fliould change companions oftcner, 
We exhauft one another, and ihall (bon 
be both of us worn out. Foot Gold- 
fmtth was to him indeed like the earthen 
pot to the iron one in Fontaine's fables j 
it had been better for bitit perhaps, 
that they had changed companions 
oftener i yet no experience of his ^ta- 
gonift's ftrength hindered him from con- 
tinuing the conteft. He ufed to remind 
rtie always of that verfe in Berni, 

II fever Mine the ntnfiii' ira aeearta, 
Andirva nmhatttnda—ed tra merit. 

Mr. Johnfon made him a comical an- 
fwer one day, when fceming to repine at 
the fucccfs of Beattic*s Effay on Truth — 
" Here's fuch a ftir (faid he) about a 
fellow that has written one book, and I 
have written many." Ah, Doctor (fays 
his friend), there go two-and-forty fix- 
penceg you know to one guinea. 
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Th^ h^d fpcnt an evemng with EatoA. 
Graham too^ I remsmbcr hearing a was 
at fome tavern ; his heart wa^ open, aod 
he bic^an iavicing away^ told what h< 
c<vA(,\ do to make his coUegc agreeable, 
an4 begged the viCt might not be de- 
)3<jcd.. Goldfmitb thanked hjm, aod 
pup^ofcd fectVng ^ut with Mr. Johnlbn 
for Buckinghamlhire in a fottnigbtj 
•' Nay hvld* Dr. Mnar ((ays the oiher), 
I did opt iinyite you." 

Many fuch mortiBcattons arofe in the 
courfe of their intimacy to be fure, but 
few more laughable than when the newf- 
papers had tacked them together as the 
pedaQt and his flatterer in Love's I_abour 
loft. Dr. Goldfmith came to bis friend, 
fretting and foaming, and vowing ven- 
geance againft the printer, &c. till Mr, 
^hufon, tired of the buftle, and de- 
firous to. think of fooiething elfc, cjcied 
out at laft, " Why,, what would'fl: thou- 
have, deaf Doftorl who the plague is; 
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hutt with aU this nouftnfe ! and htlw ii 
a man the worfe I wotider in his htAlth; 
purfe, or dhifft^r, for bdihg tM^A 
Uthfsrmtf" I do Hot fcndw (fepllH 
thr other) hoW you may. Mlftl Bting 
called Holofernei, but I do ndt like At 
Jeail to plaf Goedmau Dull, 

Dr. Johnibn w»s ind^d famous fef dif- 
regarding public abufe, Wheft the peo'- 
p}e criticifcd arid anfwered his ^arh- 
phlets, paperSi &c. *' Why now, 'tbefe 
fellows are only advertifiing my bedU 
(he would fay) ( it is furely b«tfr * m^ii 
fbould be abufed th«n forgotten." WHerl 
^hurchiU nettled him HcrwoTcr, it is crr- 
tain hefelt tbeftiffgtor that pee^t'S works 
would hardly bayd been left out bf tht) 
•ditrpn. Of that however 1 hare tt^ 
right to decide; the boo^fellera per-i 
haps did not put Churchill on tlieir tiftj 
I know Mr. Jqhnfvn was ex<:eedirtgty 
vealous' to dsclartt how vefy Ihtle he 
had to da with the fele^ion. CJiufchit't's 
N3 
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works too might poflibly be rgefted by 
him upon a higher principle} thehighefl: 
indeed, if he was infpjred by the fame 
Uud»ble nnotive which made him rejefi; 
every authority for a word in his di£tio- 
nary that could only be gleaned from 
writers dangecous to religion or mora- 
lity — "I would not (faid he) fend 
people to look for words in a book, 
that by fuch a cafual feizure of the 
mind might chance to miflead it for 
ever." In confequence of this delicacy, 
Mrs. Montague once obferved. That were 
an angel to give the ia^rimatury Dr. 
Johnfon's works were among thofe very 
few which would not be lefiened by a 
line. That fuch praife frOm fuch a lady 
fiiould delight him, is not ftrange ; in- 
fenfibility in a cafe like that, muft have 
been the refult alone of arrogance ail- 
ing on Ihipidity. Mr. Johnfon had 
indeed no diflike to the commendations 
which he knew he deferved : " What 
Signifies protfftipg fo againft flattery 
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(would he cry) ! when a perfon fpeaks 
weU of one, it muft be cither true or 
falfe, you know; if true, let us rejoice 
in his good opinion } if he lies, it is a 
proof at leaft that he loves more to 
pleafe me, than to fit filent when he 
need fay nothing." 

That natural roughnefs of his man- 
ner, fo often mentioned, would, not- 
withfianding the regularity of his no- 
tions, burft through them all from time 
to time; and he once bade a very ctlc^ 
brated lady, who praifed him with too' 
much zeal perhaps, or perhaps too 
ftrong an emphafis (which always of- 
fended him), *' confider what her flattery 
was worth before Ihe choaked him with 
it." A few more winters paffed in the 
talking world ihewed him the value of 
that friend's comhnendations however i 
and he was very forry for the diigufting 
fpeech he made her. 

N4 
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I ufed to tbiok Mr. JohnfoR's deter* 
n)ined preference pf a colft n)oiiotonQu« 
tall^er pyer ^n emph^ttcsl ant) violei)( 
one, vpMid m»ke hipi quite a fftvourite 
amoqg the men of /ff», whofe iirferifibi:* 
lity> w iffcftwiqn ofp^rpetu^ calmnefS) 
certainly did not give to him the Q&eppo 
it does to many. He loved " converfation 
without effort (he faid) j" and the enco- 
miums Z have heard him fo often pro* 
nauncc on the manners of Topham 
Beauclerc in fociety, conftantly ended 
in that peculiar praife, that ** it was 

We w«re talking of Richardfon who 
W^mc Clariffa : ** Yoi^ think I Iqvc fiiir 
^ry,. (%ys Dr. Johnl^n); apd ft^ ;. 4(>j 
buf 3,\ix.xXt too much always difgi^s me; ' 
^hat fellow Richar4ib;i> on the coa^f^, 
could noit be concei^ted to fsiil quietly 
dflfljn th?ftreaGR of rcpytatioo, i^i(h(0*« 
longing to tafte the froth, isam every 
ftroke of the oar." 
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With regard to flight infults from 
fiewfpaper abufe, I have already declared 
his notions : " They fting one (fays he) 
-(jilt as a fly fting; a horfe ; and the eagle 
will not catch flies." He once told nic 
howevefj that Cumrtiyns the famous 
Quaker, whofe fiiendftiip he valued very 
highly, fell a facrifice to their infults, 
i^aving declared on his death-bed to Dr. 
Johnfon, that the pain of an anonymous 
Jftter, ■ wfittetj in fonie of the common 
prints of the day, fafl:ened on his heart, 
and threw him into the flow fever of 
which he died. 

Nor was Cummyns the only valuable 
tpember To loft to fociety : Hawkef- 
worth, the pious, the virtuoug, and the 
wife, for want of that fortitude which 
cafts a ftiield before the merits of his 
friend, fell a lan>eated facrifice to wan- 
ton malice and cruelty, I know not how 
pfovpkedj butallin turn feel the lafh 
of cenfute in a country where, as every 
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baby is allowed to carry a whip^ no per- 
fon can efcape except by chance. The 
unpublifhed crimes, unknown diftrelles, 
and even death itfelf, however, daily 
occurring in lefs liberal governments 
and lefs free nations, foon teach one to 
content one's felf with fuch petty griev- 
ances, and make one acknowledge that 
the undiftinguifliing feverity of ncwf- 
paper abufe may in fome meafure dimi- 
niih the diffufion of vice and folly in 
Great Britain, and while they fright de- 
licate minds into forced rcBnements and 
affeifted infipidity, they are ufeful to the 
great caufes of virtue in the foul, and 
liberty in the ftatej and though fcnfibi- 
lity often fmks under the roughnefs of 
their prcfcriptions, it would be no good 
policy to take away their licence. . 

Knowing the ftate of Mr. Johnfon's 
nerves, and how cafily they were affe<ied, 
I forbore reading in a new Magazine 
one day, . the death of a Samuel Jahnibo 
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who expired that month ; but my com- 
panion fnatching up the book, faw it 
himfelf, and contrary to myexpefto* 
tion— « Oh (faid he) ! I hope Death 
will now be glutted with Sam. John- 
Ibns, and let me alone for fome time to 
come : I read of another namefake's 
departure laft week." — Though Mr. 
Johnfon was (;ommonly affcfled even to 
agony at the thoughts of a friend's 
dying, he troubled himfelf very little 
with the complaints they might make to 
him about ill health. ** Dear Doftor 
(faid he one day to a common acquaint- 
ance, who lamented the tender ftate of his 
infide), do not be like the fpider, man : and 
fpin converfation thus inceffantly out of 
thy own bowels." — I told him of another 
friend who fuffered grievoufly with the 
gout — " He will live a vaft many years 
for all that (replied he), and then what 
lignifics how much he fufFcrs ? but he 
will die at iafir, poor fellow, there's the 
jnifcryj gout feldom, takes the fort by a 
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coup-de-m^d] but turning the Gege into 
a blockade, obliges it to furrcnder at 
difcretion.*' 

A lady he thought well of, was difor- 
dcrcd in her health—" What help has 
Ihc called in (enquired Johnfon) ?'.' Dr. 
James, Sir i was the reply. " What is 
her difeafe ?" Oh, nothing poQtlve, ra- 
ther a gradual and gentle decline. " She 
Tvill.die then, pretty dear (anfwered he) I 
"When Death's pale horfe runs away with 
perfons on fuD-fpeed, an adive phyfi- 
cian may poHibly give them a turn ; but 
if he carries them on an even flow pace, 
«town hill too I no care nor Ikill can faro 
ihcml" 

' When Garrick was o)i his laft fick^ 
bed, no arguments, or reckats of fuel) 
fads as ! had heard, would perfuade Mr, 
Johnfon c^ his danger: he had prepoff 
ieffed bimfelf with a notion, that to f;*y 
a man was fick, was very near wi(hing 
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him fa; and few things offended hin 
morc> than prognoflicating even the 
deatkof an ordinary acquaintance. "Ay, 
ay (faid he), Swifc knew. the world 
pretty well, when he iaid, that 

Sornc dire misfortime to portend) 
No enemy can maCcU 3 friend." 

The danger then of Mr. Garrick, or 
of Mr. Thrale, whom he loved better, 
Was an image which no one durft pre* 
feot before his view ^ he always perfifted 
in the poffibility and hope of their reco- 
vering diforders from which no human 
creatures by human nieans alone ever did 
recover. His diftrefs for their lofs was 
for that very reafon poignant to excefs 1 
but his fears of his own falvation were 
exccfCve : his truly tolerant fpirit, and 
Chci^an charity, which befetb all things^ 
and helievetb all things^ made him rely 
fecurely on the fafety of his friends, 
while his earnefl; afpiration after a blefled 
uninortality made htm cautious of hii 
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own fteps, and timorous ■ concerning 
their confequences. He knew how much 
had been given, and filled his mind 
with fancies of how much would be 
required, till his impreflcd imagination- 
was often difturbed by them, and his 
health fufFcred from the fenfibility of his 
too lender confcicnce: a real Chriftian 
■ is/fl apt to find his laflc above his power 
of performance ! 

Mr. Johnfon did not however give 
into ridiculous refinements either of fpe- 
culatton or praiftice, or fufFer himfelf to 
be deluded by fpecious appearances. "I 
have had dull thrown in my eyes too 
c.ften (would he fay), to be blinded fo. 
Let us never confound matters of belief 
with matters of opinion."— Some one 
urged in his prefcnce the preference of 
hope to poffcfiion j and as 1 remember, 
produced an Italian fonnet on the fub- 
jcft. "Let us not (cries Johnfon) amufe 
ourfelves with fubtleties and fofinetSj when 
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fpeaking about hope, which is the follower 
of faith and the prccurfor of eternity; but 
if you only mean thofe air-builc hopes 
which to-day excites and to-morrow will 
dellroy, let us talk away, and remem- 
ber that we only talk of the pleafures of 
hope I we feel thofe of poffcfljon, and 
no man in his fenfes would change the 
laft for the firft: fuch hope is a mere 
bubble, that by a gentle breath may be ' 
blown to what fize you will almofl, but 
a rough blaft burfts it at once, Hope 
is an amufement rather than a good, 
and adapted to none but very tranquil 
minds." The truth is, Mr. Johnfon 
hated what we call unprofitable chat i 
and to a gentleman who had dilTerted 
fome time about the natural hiftory of 
the moufc— " I wonder what fuch a 
one would have faid (cried Johnfon), 
if he had ever had the luck to fee a 
liott !" 

I well remember that at Brighthclm- 
ftonc once, when he was not prefent. 
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Mr. Bcauclerc aflerted that he was afrai^ 
of fpiriCsj and I, who was fecretly of- 
fended at the charge, afkcd him, the firft 
opportunity I could find. What ground 
he had ever given to the world for fuch a 
report ? " I can (replied he) recoiled 
nothing nearer it, than my telling. Dr. 
Lawrence many years ago, that a long 
time after my poor mother's death, I 
heard her voice call Sam !" What anfwer 
did the doftor make to^your ftory, Sir, 
faid 1 ? " None in the world," (replied 
he ;> and fuddenly changed the convcr- 
fitkm. Now as Mr. Johnfbn had a raoft 
unlhaken faith, without any mixture of 
. credulity, this ftory muft either have been 
ftri<^iy true, or his perfoafion of its truth 
the effcft of difordered fpirits. I relate 
the anecdote prccifely as he told it mt; 
but could not pretfail on him to draw 
out the tal'k into length for further fatif- 
faftlon of my curiofity. 

As Johnfon was the firmeft of believers 
without being credulous, fo he was the 
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moll charitable df mortals without being 
what we call an aftive friend. Adini- 
Table at giving counfel, no man faw his 
ifray ib clearly J but he would 'not ftlr a 
finger for the .alKftaace of thofe to whom 
he was willing enough to ^ve advice: 
befides that> he had principles of tazi- 
ncfsj 'and coald be indolent by rule. 
To hinder your death, or procure yoii 
a dinner, I*. mean -if reaUy in wane 
of «ne i his eameftncfs, his exertions 
could not be prevented, ^ough health 
And purfe and eafe were all dellroyed 
by their violence*'! Jf ydu wanted a-flighc 
favour, ." youmuftiapply to pc6plc of other 
di^ficioi».[ for oot-a Itep woiildjohn- 
fbn itiove rtQ.obtatn-a man avbte in a 
fociety, ;tb repay, a cdmpHmerit whrch 
might be ufefuV o.r pleafing> tb-Write-a 
letter of rcqueft, or to obtain a hundred 
pounds a year more for a friend, who 
ferhaps 'had already two or three. " Ko 
force' ctiuld urge him to diligence," no 
hnpoitunity could conquer his' refolu- 
O 
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fton of ftiailHig &i\\. ** What good arc 
«n diMDg with all this ado (would be 
fa;)f dcamftLadjr, Ict'a bear no mow of 
ii t** I faautt kowevcp mote than onc« in 
my bfe fosccd him «ii fuch fervkcs, but 
wisb utraajp difiicolty. 

'We faftied at h«:d«0c one erepbg 
■K^nl ]iadt<>z<;(A-te(n foe muy^itodcs 
«ft writq a ic^VfTHTiea^ttEHY lectcz of a 
^d^ 1^9 t9<his fchool>i(MftQSfc a«id afto 
)iti b^ fuibfiillx tunoniM Ado>iiiipro- 
^^ii«9Hf fcat be&u!9.we.inct.aeaiD»^0JMiK 
loJcgqcd^ccDrakSutV fud.i, asi heiKat 
OWit 01^ t^ soachiq ' htt! mawd, back, 
fiftad ftilL two moucaa oo- the.caitfiag«- 

^ 5>ipJ*>. ]( aifloc fying- myffldf, jna^t 

.^?"'i-n^4jt\vD(l<i Awagoia a-TCc^bili {>»• 

Thbiigh a_^ ^oij^. ta takf fiaddeB 
.liking^ OF aveiOoos-W people bf,oc(^ 
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Itemicj afiAii thtlf cRafiatrj atitl wheii 
feting hikl Jultij* (itligiilea WUK Solan- 
atr's eoAffrfatidn; I MCttiki ohct thit 
fct *is' » tfiili 6f greit plrri \*fi!) iaiked 
frtjhi af ftrfl liiittd— " It ftajl be ft 
(fWa ilaf: JSfiilftii), burydil tinnot 
know it yet, nor I neither : tfii Jjtlliip 
works wM, to be fine! W« fibV, I won- 
der, are wfc tb decide ill (6 Very fhort an 
acquainCante, .whether it is iupplied by a 
Spring or a refervoir?" — He always made 
i great drffereiice In his cfteerti between 
talents and erudition; and when he fiw a 
pfrloA ^rrfctfcnt' For fitei-ature, though 
Wlolty u6'(;(iit»ifablS, re fretted him. 
•'' ffacWrf^ liicfc tdhW inlaid hn! to me 
tlhi! diyji is KW MtTng a'lid'y's ifiarrioha 
JH HaiJ, ySi* titaiy dfifiures' fiic' iuTlre 
£f (hff *dfi€, ilM ifiife the polfelfdf 
a!S«iM Wf'f." tffifof iM *Mf -iPi 
tiffl- ivHtf^iii Umti%1: »4ti (he ffibll 
dfhHjyUpraJfi!; ''tAi6if^oj\tifh 
Vm*l^ei<:i^1^Hy." «* hB'adWi 

•O a 
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will not then be a prey to crery rafcal 
which this town fwarms with : teach 
him the value of money, and how to 
reckon it ; ignorance to a wealthy lad of 
one-and-twcnty, is onlyfo much fat to a 
fick fljeep : it juft fervcs co call the roeks 
about blm." 

^od itll that prey in vice or folly. 

Joy to fee their quarry Ay i 
Here the gsmefter liglit and jolly, 
- ■ ■ -There the lender grave and fly. 

■Thefe improvifo lines, making part of a 
long copy of verfes which my regard for 
'the youth on whofe birth-day they were 
writtea obliges, me to fupprefs left they 
Ihould giveJiim pain,,Ihew amind of furr 
prifingaftivity and wartivh> the more (o 
as-hs was paft feventy ycajis of age when 
he compofed them ; but nothing more 
certainly offended Mr. Johnfon, than the 
Idea of 9 man';^ faculties- (nncntal ones j 
mean) decaying by, time; - '* It is not 
frue. Sir (would .he fay)-j. .what a man 
could. oncc^loj. he -vrai4d aliiyays do, ur> 
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kfs indeed bjr-dint of vicious indolence, 
and compliance with the nephews and' 
nieces who crowd round an old fellow, 
and help CO tuck him in, till he, con- 
tented with the exchange of fame for 
eafe, e'en refolves to let them fet the 
pillows at his back, and gives no further 
proof of his exiftence than juft to fuck" 
the jelly that prolongs it." 

For fuch a Hfe or fuch a death Dr. John-, 
fdn was indeed never intended by Provi - 
dence : his mind was like a warm climate, 
■which brings every thing to perfeftion. 
fuddenly and vigoroully, not like the 
alembicated produdions of artificial fire,: 
which always betray the difficulty of 
bringing them forth when their fize is 
difproportiouate to their flavour. Je 
ffrois un Roman tout comme «» autre, mats, 
la vie n'eft foint un Romans fays a fa-, 
mous French writer j and ihjs was fa 
certainly the opinion of the Author of 
the Rambler, that all his converfatjon 
03 



,G(Hinlc 



\9^ *«^P?PW •? TW fe*T» 

Iff ropqanpc idcaf, %b4 <9$f4i G.hi^ U« 
tended to prfiffi^t^ ^f fiultiv^tiaa af 

Jhat wljicli before tiep li^s in (^il;j ]if(. 

And when he £Alk<^ of authors, hi; 
praifc want. JpOBtancQufly to fuch paf- 
fages ^s nrf fure iq his own phrafc ta 
leave fomethin^ biclvind thfin uf^ful on 
common occ^fions, or qbfcf vant of coiji-^ 
mo n man ners. For example, i; was nof 
the(wo la^, but thcC^^wQWrJl, volut^es 
' of Glariff* tha^e he prized ^ ** For givg 
)sie 4 fick bed, and a dying lady (i^id 
he), and V\} be pathetic myfelf: but 
Richardfoq had picked fhe kernel of Iif<;_ 
(he fold), while Fielding Was conteptcd 
wUh the hufl^.''- It was'noc King Lear' 
curfipg his daughters, or deprecating the 
jlorm, that I- remember hi& commends- 
lions of J but lagp's ingenious maJrce, 
i^nd fubtte revenge j or prince Hai*s" 
gay coropUancc w^fh the yipes of F4- 
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ftaFi whoni he nil along ddpiCedt Thaf4 
plays had indeed fio rival* in JohoSoik'i 
farour : ** No man but Shakefpeu-e. (he 
faid) could have drawn Sir John." 

His manner of cricicifing and coi^- 
mending Addifon's profe, was the fame 
in converfation as we r6ad it iri the 
printed ftrifturei, and rrtany of the ex- 
prcffions tried have been Heard to fall 
A-om him on common occafidns. It was 
notmthftanding obfervaMe enough (6r i 
fancied fo), that he did never like, 
though he always thought Ht to pfaife 
it J and his praiftt refembled thdfe flf * 
man who extols the fuperior elegance of 
high painted porcelain, white he hiitt- 
fclf always chufes to eat dSfkU. I told 
him fo one day, arfld he neither denied \t 
aot ai»peved dif^kafed. 

Of the pathetic Jo poetry he never' 

liked to fyeafc, and the anfy paffi:ge f 

ever heard him appIauJ as partitfolafiy ' 

O4 
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tender in any common book, was Jane^ 
Shore's exclamation in the laft aft. 

Forgive me ! *«/ forgive me ! 

It was not however from the want of a 
fufceptiblf heart that l\c hsted to cite 
tender exprcffions, for he was mor? 
ftrongly and more vipleqtly affedcd by 
the force of words reprefenting ideas 
capable of afFe^ifig him at all, thanapy 
other man in the world I'believe j and 
when he would try to repeat the cele- 
brated Prg/i Ecclefiajiifa $ro Mortuis, as 
It is called, beginning Dies ir^f Dies 
ilia, he could never pafs the ftanza end- 
ing thus, Tatttus lahor non fit c^Jfus^ 
without burfting into a flood of tears j 
whicfi fenfibility I ufed to quote againit 
him when he would inveigh againft de- 
votional poetry, and protcft that all re-n 
ligious vcrfes were cold and feeble, and 
unworthy the fubjed, which ought to be 
treated with higher reverence, he faid, 
than either ppcts or painters could pre-, 
fume to excite or bcftow. Nor can any 
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thing be a ftronger proof of Eh-. Johni 
fon's piety than fuch an exprclTion ; fot 
his idea of poetry w^s magnificent in- 
deed, and very fully was he perfuadcd 
of its fuperiority over every other talent 
bellowed by heaven on man. His chap- 
iter upon that particular fubjedt in his, 
Raffelas, is really written from the fuU 
pefs of his heart, and quite in his belt 
manner I think. I am not fo fure thaii 
this is the proper place to mention hi^ 
■writing that furprifing little volume in a 
week or ten days time, in order to ob- 
fain money for his journey to' I»itchfield 
when his mother lay upon her laft fickbed. 

Promptitude of thought indeed, and 
quicknefs of expreflion, were among; 
the peculiar felicities of Johnfon : ■ his 
notions rofe pp like the dragon's teeth, 
fowed by Cadmus all ready clothed, 
^nd in bright armour too, fit fpr imme- 
diate battle. He was therefore (as fqmei 
t>ody is faid to have expreffcd it) a trc-- 
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mendous converfer, and few peo|^ 
ventured to try their CltiU zgdXa& aa u* 
tsgonift with whom contebcion was fo 
hopelefs. One gentleman however, who 
dined at a aobleman's houfe in his com- 
pany and that of Mr. Thrale, to whom 
I was obliged for the anecdote, was will- 
ing to enter the lifts in defence of King 
William's charafter, and having oppofed 
And contradifted Johnfon two or three 
times petulantly enough ; the mafter of 
the houfe began to feiel uncafy, and cx- 
peft difagrceable confequences : to aroid 
which he fard, loud enough for the 
Doftor to hear. Our friend here has no 
meaning now in all thrsj except juft to 
relate at club to-morrow how he teized 
Johnfon at dinner to-day — this is all to 
do himfclf Ao»Mr. No, upon my word,' 
replied the other, I lee no honeur in it; 
whatever you may do. " Well, Sir f 
(returned Mr. Johnfon ftcrnly) if you' 
do not Jie the bonoKr, I am furfi t feet 
the d^grace,'* 



DoliiHihyGoOHlc 



to.. sAHUic jevaaov. - ftOj 

A yauBg fellow, lelk conBdcnV of hit 
own abilulea, UoUHtijfg onv day thai 
he had loft all his Greek — " I believe 
it happened ae the fame time, Str (faid 
Johnfcui), that } loft alt my l^i^ccftatif 
in Yorkihiie," 

Sut however iKHighly he might ba 
fu^enly jwovofced to treti 4 harroleft 
exeEtion of vanity, he did not wtlh 
to. iafi^ t^e puA he gave, ^nd was 
jb(0«in[wa very fiirry when h? perceivcsj 
the people to fmast mou than the^ dci 
ferved. How harflily you treated that 
maii to-day, fald t orc^, who harangued 
HS fo "about gardening—" I am forry 
ffeid he) if I vexed the creature, for 
there, certainly is no harm in a fe]low';& 
l^ttling a rattle-box, only don't let hini 
think that he thunders." — The tineola- 
ftjirc lady who fhewedhirp a grotto fhe 
had been making, came off no better at 
J- remember : Would it not be a pretty 
fool habitation in (iimmer ? f^d Ihe, 



HihyGoonlc 



904 AtnCDOTBS OF. THE LATE 

Mr. Johnfon I '* I think it would, Ma- 
dain (replied'hc),— for a toad." 

All delfire of diflin&ion indeed had a 
furc, enemy in Mr. Johnfon. Wc met a 
friend driving fix very fmall ponies^ and 
ftopt to admire them. " Why does no- 
body (faid our doftor) begin the fafhion 
of drrviiig fix fpavined horfcs, all fpa- 
vined of the fame leg ? it would have a 
mighty pretty efFeft, and produce . the 
diftiniftion of doing fomething worfe 
than the common way." 

When Mr. Johnfon had a mind to 
compliment any one, he did it with 
more dignity to himfclf, and better effeft 
upon the. company, than any man. I 
can rccoUeft but few jnftances indeed, 
though: perhaps that may be more my 
hull than his. When Sir Jofhua Rey^ 
Holds left the room one day, he faid, 
" There goes a man not to be fpoiled 
by profp^rity," And when Mrs. MoR--. 
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tague ibewed himi fomc Chirfa plates 
■which had once belonged to Queen Eli- 
zabeth, he told her, " that ihey-had-no 
reafon to be afhamed of their prcfcnc 
pofleffor, who was fo little iilferibr to 
the fitft." I likewife remember that he 
pronounced one day at my ho«fe-iiTS<at 
lofty panegyric upon Jones the-'OricR- 
talift, who. feemcd- lirtle pleafcd-with 
the praife, for what caufe f kno* s^r. 
He was not at all offended) w&ettcdiKi 
paring all' our acquaintance to ronwaili-i 
mal or other, we pitched'Upori' tHd ele^ 
phantTor his refembtence, addiWgSth'ai 
the probofcis of zhai CTtaWrt -Vfrn- libft 
his mind moft exa£bly,fireng to^-Jjuffel 
even, the ty'gcr, and pliabie..'ta 'plck?bp 
even. the pin. ThcitrylKis^MTi-Johnw 
foQ was;6ftcn goody hunaoxiredly willing 
to join in-childilh ainufem^nts, ani^lratsd 
to be leftout of any, innocent rncrrimeiMi 
thatw,as going forward. . Mr. Mqrphllt 
always T C^i.d, he was incompsrablt aS 
buffotmeryj and I ytsily.lijiinfc, y^eha^ 
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h»d good tyetH Md i fofm kft infld* 
ibltf, ke wouM have m^c sn adtnlriUik 

minic. 

He certainly rode on Mr. Tbrde's 
old huncer with a good firmntfsi aaid 
though he woiild follow the hoands 
fifty mii«» an tnd ft>mettmcs, would 
AtytT owft hiirifclf ekher tired or 
iwwf«d. " I hare riow Itamcd (iatf 
he)i by hunting (6 peVcetve, that it is 
09 diverfion at il>> nor over tales a man 
otit ef hiaifelf foi^ i momest f the dogi 
)taye kf« fagacicj' tt^*l 1 CouM ba*c 
pi!fV^lod fat myr«H' to f»p^)ofe j nid 
lbfl;gfcirtlem«r*fto* c^ to rrte not t6 
ride.cver chenib. It jrvcry ftrange, m^ 
Tory pwlftichbhiir tbA: th« patitilty of 
^ff^tRT pleafiirosr fliiKHd perftrade as- ever 
ferailflnuiting ana- of il)i<(trii.''-='He wai 
lunrerer pTOod-ce) b? anbagEt' the fpot-i^ 
ipe^n> and' I thihfa no pFaife ever 4erfl 
JS» {^(rfe TO hietearv as^hefe Mf. Ha^ 
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tk% wtlij f<W avgiit I fee, as the moft 
illiterate fellow in England. 

Though Dr. Jc^nfixn owtrd his vttf 
lifis tCK air and exercife, given him 
vdien bis organs of refpiraiion could 
fearcdy play, in the year 17661 yet he 
«v€r perfifted in ihe Betion, that neither 
«f them had any thing to do with health. 
•* People live as long (faid he) in Pep- 
per-alley as on Saliftiury- plain ; and they 
tiire To much happier, that an inhabitant 
of the firfl: would, if he turned cottager, 
ftarve' his. underflanding for want of eon- 
verfatlon^. and peri^ in a Hate of inental 
ihferioriiy." 

Mr. Johnfon IptTee^, as he was a very 
talfcing- man himfclf^ had an idea that 
liotiling promoted happinel^ fo much as 
(fonverfadon. A friend's ermKtion was 
commended one' day ias ec^ually deep 
aRtdftrong-— ** He will not talk Sir (wiw 
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the tepiy), fo his learning does nogoodj 
and his wii, if he hia it^ gives us no 
pleafurc : out of all his boafted ftores I 
never heard him force but one word, 
fBi- that word was 'Richard." With a 
conjcropt not inferior .he received tha 
pf aif^s pf a pretty lady's face and beha- 
viour i ;* She fays no;chinig Sir (anfwcrs 
Johnfon) i a talking blackamoor were 
better than, a white creature who adds 
noitung' to life, and by- Qtting down be- 
fore, one thus defperately filent, takes 
av/ay the confidence one (hould ha^ve in^ 
the Company of herchair if (he were once 
out of it.*' — No one was however lefs 
Willing JO begin any difcourfe than him- 
fclf : his friend Mr. Thomas Tyersfaid, 
he was like the ghofts, who never fpeak 
titfthey are fpokea to.: and-hfr liked the 
expreflion fo well, that he often repeated, 
it. He had indeed no neceffity to lead 
tfhe ftrea'ro of chat to a favourite chan- 
nel, that his fulnefs Ofi thefiibjeft migh,c, 
be riiewn I'mpre deafly, ^ ^ijutever , was 
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V^ itfhun, Hi«;--inf»*ntetipir fad* en* 

and ibis wis m^^ it ^v«r 'ncmtmbtrcd. 
Of hftn it i^Mghc havcb^ei) j»id, as ht 
oftep.,4c^^e4 to %>Qf GdffHWd Siirlcc, 
*' tha[C;7pu «>wl4 not^W(i fivv ncuputcl 
wifh: thu tnju^ ttepF^tli a fiied while it 
rained, but you niuft bs coByiaced you * 
b^^^n $^i^;i9ith;Uio gmateft mm 
you;h^ *v« Jotiftoa^" ^ : 

As we hadjbccn faying one day that 
pQ fijbje£t.-f^4:^*^^ WFiyuig dignity 
frotUjtlJjif fp*nni^ .ia which. Mr, J^hn- 
lim |rew4 I>iC« -> l^a^y ^Ut my Jloulb 
^^j !^f woui^ itH^e HiiQhi t^k ab<)ut 
*.9;y)?ri .!»wl .t«*Jt'. bftr W^ifu&s flccbrd- 
i^y, ^frid^.Ifhf; -ilov^U. of Ch« day 
lpi?fi?ul^ .^IWS! ^Wtpd' 4tl*iW )*vp* <*Jii:» 

tji^ 7{^,,a9:ymt.<4ll iti »bcH>«jflr<^ but; 
Ijec^yfr they v«t«.'itrf lioUudgj rthitt chcy 

P 
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paOion which he itha never fdt li^tl' 
was happyy and he wh« laughs at never 
defcrves to feel — a paffion which has 
caufed the change of -empires, and the 
k)fs of worlds— a paltlon which haS 
infptred heroifm and fubdued avarice." 
He thought he had already faid too 
mirchi " A paflion, in ifiOr'c - (added he, 
with an altered tone), riiat confumes me 
away for my pretty Fanny here>- and fhe 
is very cruel (fpe^in^ -of. juiother lady 
in the room)." He told us however in 
the cou'rfe 6f the fame chat, how* his 
iiegro Francis had been eminent for hii 
fiiccels among the ^rk. Seeing in all 
laugh, '** I muft havii you know, ladfes 
(faid he), that Frank has c&rrtedtiie 
empire of Cupid furthierchan tiioik tnert/ 
When I was in LJncdlr^ire fo majif 
yean igOj he attended me thither; am{ 
when we'rowrned hoMe togethd-, -T 
found that a fenule- haymaker had TaU' 
lt)wed him to London-fer love." Francis' 
was' indeed -no fmall -favourite with his 
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maftcr, who retained however a prodi- 
j^om inBuence over his molt violent 
paflions. 

On the birth-day of ouf cldcft daugh- 
ter, and that of our friend Dr. John- 
ibn, the 17th and 18th of,. Septem- 
ber, we every year made up a little 
dance and fupper, to divert our fervants 
and their friends, putting the fuRimer- 
houfe into their'hands for the two even- 
ings, to fill with acquaintance and mer- 
riment. Francis and his white wife were 
mvited of courfe. She was eminently 
pretty, and he was jealous, as my malda 
told me. On the firft of thefe days amufe- 
Inents (I know not what year) Frank took 
offence atfome attentions paid his Def- 
deraona, and walked away next morning 
to London in wrath. His ma{ler and 
I ' driving the fame road an hour after, 
overtook him. " What is the matter, 
child (fays Dr. Johnfon), that you leave 
Streatham to-day f Art fickV He is 
jealous (whifpercd I). " Are you jealous 
Pa 
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of TOUT w*fe» ^ou ftupid blockhM 
(cries out his maftcr ia VKtUicr ttoitc) i" 
The fellow hcfitated ; and. To. b* Jwrt 
Sir, l.dpn't quite afprpve Sir, was the 
ftaqiqiering reply. ** Wliy, what do 
they do to her, man? do the footitien 
tifs.hcr?" No Sir, nol — Klfs my ^ifi 
Str!—1 hefe not Sir. " Why, what ds 
they iio to her;, my lad?" Why no- 
thing; Sir, I'm furc Sir. " Why theij 
^ b^k direftly and dance you dog, 
doj and let's hear no more, of 'fach 
cijnjity, iMncntations." 1 belftv'e liow, 
ever thatl'rancis was' fcar<;ely as rhiich 
the object oT Mr. Johnfon*? peflpflal 
fcindnefs* $9 tije rcjirfifcAWtWe of X>i, 
lUvhurft, i&r ■«hQfe &l£,c te vpurd Iwffq 
tewe,4wx;l«viy, 9r aiyftjjif^g,, 

' ^hen he Ipoke t>f neg^rae?; he aJwaf i 
Appeared to think, tbe'm of a ragehatu- 
i-ally, inferior, and i^iada few exceptloijs 
ib fayoii^ 'yf hi? owrij-'yet whtrievejf 
qilputes arqie ij> Ixis' houfehold among 
t^c maiiy odd jji^ajfitants' of which it 
9 
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confined, he alVr^ya (tded with I^VAncit 
againft the others, whom he fufiieaed 
(not unjuftly, I believe) of greater ma- 
lignity. It feems at odQt vKxstieus and 
comical to reBeft, that ^he diflentiona 
thofe people ^hbfe to lire eonftaiitl/ 
in, diftrrfltd 4hd mortified Mfti cxcetd'' 
ingly. He really was oftehtimes afraid 
Of going home, bccaafe he was fo {\ui 
to be met at the door with numberlef) 
Com^IaihCji ahd ht ufed to lanttnt 
pathetically t(J AiCi arid to Mf* SiAtti 
the Italian mailer, who was much his 
farctUfitei that they made his life mifer* 
obltf frsm the impoflibility he found of. 
making theirs happyj When evefy favour 
be bcftbw^d oti ohe was wormwood to 
the reft. If, however, 1 v«rKurBd td 
blarAi theit- Ingratitude, and cortderah 
their Coflduotj hi would inftantly fet 
about fofteiiirig th« one and juftlfying 
th« other i and finifhid eomiHonly by 
telling me, that I khew not hew: » tnakt 
P 3 ■ 
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allowances for ficuations I ficver cxp^- 
rienced. 

To thee no reafpn who know'Jl only gooii, 
But evil haft not w.y'i^. MitTQM. 

Dr. Johnfo;) knew hqw uj, be merry 
with meao people too> as n:ell as to bte fad 
with them i he loyed the lower ranks of 
humanity wijHi a real affection ; and 
though his talents and learning kept 
him always in the fphcre qf upper life, ye( 
Ji9 never loft fight of the time when he 
and (t^ey Ih^rcd pain and pleafure in comT 
mon. A tKirough eleftipn Qnce fhewed 
pie his toleration of boifterou^ mirth^ 
and his content in the company of -pto- 
ple whon;i one would have thought it 
firft fight little calculated for his fociety. 
A rough fellqw pne day on fuch an ocr 
cafion, a hatter by tradcj feeing Mr. 
Johnfon's beaver in a ftatc of decay, 
feized it fuddenly with one hand, and 
flapping him on the back with th? 
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acher; Ah, Mafter Johnfon (fays he). 
this' is no time to be thinking abouc 
bats. " No, no. Sir (replies our Dodtor 
in a cheerful cone), liats are of no ufe 
BOW, asyottfay, except to throw up in 
the air and huzza with;" accompany- 
ittg his words with the true eleftjoti 
h^loo. 

But it was nerer againft people oC 
cparfe life that his contempt wm exr, 
prelTed, while poverty of fentjmenc in. 
men who confidered themfelves to be 
company for tbeparlour^ as he called "it, 
was what he would not bear. A very' 
ignorant young fellow, who had plagued' 
us all for nine or ten months, died at, 
Itiit confumptive: " I think (faid Mr. 
Johnfon when he heard the news), I 
iun afraid, I Hiould'have been mure con-^ 
cerned for the death of the </0; i but—' 
(hc0t4ting a while) I am not wrong' 
now in all this, for the dog aftcd up to 
hjs charafier on every occafion that we 
twow t but that dunce of a fellow 
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helped fpTWftfd the g««w5»t di%r9Cc ofi 
bumftnity." Why ^c^r ^ (iat^I), IbMi 
odd you 4re! ytw h«vjr .-pfieii ffiid. fihA 
lad yras not capable p( iwcdving furthic 
inftru^tW)* *^ He . W99 . (iJcplied tb« 
Do6^0 Utee^ ctM^td.bdttik, with..* 
drop of ditty wlfee tiL il> «a b9 furct 
one might pump upon it for ever, i^^a 
out the fmalleft effect j but wh^n eve.ry 
method td open and'cleaji it had been 
tried, you would n6t"h'avc nie grieve 
that the bottle was bfdke at laft,"^ 

This wa« the (/ant youth, who Hold- ui 
he bad b^n r*adiii^ Lucius Florin r 
Flerus De^itJii waA the pbr^ ). Mxt my 
mother ({aid he) chooght ic hul ^me* 
thing to ^a with Delp^itti i but of thai- 
I know nothing. Wha f<ntnded Rome. 
then («oquijrcd Mr.Thralb)? The istt: 
replied* Romubio. -And vha' fwcbo^Mt* 
Romulus (faid I)<? A lOMg' pktif^t aMl- 
apparently diftrefsfol hefitjU»dtnrifoI)Qvt^' 
the difficult i^eftion. - ^' Why wil^'ycw- 
a& kirn ifl lernu chat bo dooi nottcem^^ 
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freWnd (faid Mr, JoHnfori inraged) ? 
Y»u m?ghc as well bid himtfcll;you who 
phlebotomifed Romului. This, fellow's 
dolflcfs is eUftic (tontinocd he),, and 
all we do is but'l^e kicking at awool- 
feefc.'* " ''.,■■. '. 

'the pains he took however to ob*- 
tttn-the yoting. rtiah more patient iit- 
ftruA^rS) were ffwny, and oftcncimes «-' 
paawd.' H« *a* p^ under the care of 
a clergyittun in a diftant province i and 
Mr. Johnlbn iifed both to write and 
uSk to his friend eoneerriing lits educa- 
tjon. Jt was on that occ&fion that I re- 
member hifi fa;ying, " A boy Ihould ne-" 
■vw be fent to Eton or "Weftminfter 
fthoftl before' he is twelve years old at 
leift i for if in his years of babyhood he 
'kapes that gcnefal and trarifcendent 
loiiowltdg* withoot- which life is perptj-' 
tvatly pac to » ftind, he wtU never get 
jc A a public fchool, where if he does 
not learn Latin and Greek, he learns' 
nothing." Mr. Johnfon often faid, " that 
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the^c W4S, toQ much ftrefs laid ppon 
literature a? ipdifpenfabl/ opcelT^ryt 
there i;; furely iIq need that every body 
i)iould be 4 fcholar, no call that every 
one ihould fquare );he circle. Our man- 
ner of teaching (faid he) cramps and 
warps many a mind^ which if left more 
at liberty would bfty^ beei> refpedable 
in feme way, (liough perhaps not ip- 
that. We lop our trees, and prune 
them, ^nd pinch them about (he would 
fay), .and nail them tjght up to the 
wall> while s good ft^idard is at laft the 
only thing . for bearing healthy fruit, 
though it commonly begins later. I^ec 
the people learn aeceffaiy knowledge; 
let them learn tQ coun; their fingers, 
and tQ CQunt their mpney, before they' 
are caring for the cUflics ; for (fays- 
Mr. Johnfon) though I do not quite 
agree with the proverb, that Nullum 
tinmen ah0 fi _^t frudentiat yet we may' 
very well fay, that Nulhm Tmmen adefi—i 
nijit frudmtia." 
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Wc hid bcpa vifiting at a la^y'i 
houfc} whom as yrp ri^turned fome pf 
the company fi4ie*iled f^r hef jgno:; 
ranee: ". Sht is not jgnprartj; (^faid 
he)> I t>elieye, of any thing Sflc has 
been taughti or of 4ny thing fhe is de> 
^rous to know J and I fupppfc if one 
Vented a U^tle run tea, fhe might be a 
proper perfoij enough to apply tp." 

"When I rejatc thefe various inftances 
of contemptuous behaviour Ihewn to a 
variety of people, I am aware that thofe 
who till now have heard little of Mr. 
Jqhnfo[> will |ierc cry out againft his 
pride ^nd his fcverity j yet I have bceq. 
^ careful as J cpujd tq tell them, [hat; 
^1 he did >f as gentle, if all ^e faid i^a; 
i^ugh. Had } giren atltcdotes of hi^ 
^£tion; jnl^e^d pf his words, we fhould 
I ^m f^irc h^ye h^4 nothing on record 
but afts of virtue differently modified, 
as different occafions called that virtue 
&rth : and among all thp nine biogra- 
pl^cal f ^^s 0^ performance^ which \ 
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^ave heard will at Uft be wrttten abbut 
dear t>f. Jbhnfon, ho mean or wretch- 
ed, no wicked or even (lightly culpable 
aftion will I truft be found, to produtt 
and put in the Tcale againft ft Hfe of 
feventy years, fpent in the uniforrti 
praftice of every moral excellence and 
every Chriftian perfcftion, fave hunTittity 
alone, fay» a critic, but that 1 think 
fnajt be excepted. . He was, not however 
wanting even in that to a degree feldom 
attained by man, when the .duties, of 
piety. or charity called it forth. 

Lowly towards God, and docile- to- 
wards the church ; implicit in his btljtf 
of the gofpeJ, and ever refpeftful 'to* 
wards the people appointed toprcach itj 
tender of the unhappyj and affciftionate 
to the poor, let no one haltlly tonderfln 
as proud, a charafter which may per- 
haps fomewhat jiiftly be cenfurttl as ar- 
rogant.. It mult however be remem- 
bered again, that even this anogance 
was never ftiewn wUhoBt fome intention. 



HihyGoogle 



fault or coftveyiM-fojiii^ijillfuiflion. J|ad 
1 meant to make a panegyric on Mr, 
John^in'BJ veU>.'k«anrfn^ escetleitcies,. X 
fitould MTV.tald.hisjdc)^ antjEy^nQCbiii 
wotds-v->fili«erfiiy- pnnsftiag, thtt ms i 
never fiiw hita onteeaSo a. vmbg"t]iitig,' 
Sx we had accuftoiiKtl 0Dt4el¥C& t9 l(>ok 
i^oft him iikn(>ft,4siaai«ictptei beingi 
Vl4 J ftoijicliiisimwiil haive .(speael 
wiHlUiS fto» 59a:««,;«r imfiejy.fisru 
P*(cbnli as.she Sia'*^4:dcviiitipji-froin 
tn«)>.»?ll go<i<W» (?l WI traafsftiw 

Js^ftp. ,His a«snHHni^>.vfr»citj,fl» 
rpejlliiojie^eiaitfGVHAPVff'* fh^^irf; 

't Of), *f c!|Btf(igij,x<(ii4 ^"l).Jy9^,K»^r 

q(((WVfl thetc M ^i»»)isEronrKtiwg Jll^clj., 

•«^ jhf jBoft plsaftng jieffiine irf ^ (Jie., 
ramaflTO (h^ faWJii llW *»' "'IF !'«'%«; 
rioft owcr c^rcii, fHi"fi^ ^"'^ "^^.P*^" 
hpp» tjis qnly boii, j»l«eh bciog jfcinted 
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bff betimes ohe thontingt a new editioa 
was calltd forbefore higtit!" 

ti/Lr* Johnfon's knoitffedge of libcr^ 
Ktftoiy ytis extenrivc and furpriling : he 
knew JeiKT^ lulventure of ertrjF' book 
ycm could-namc aCmoftj and was exceed^ 
ingiy plealed with the opportunity which 
writing the Pdetft Mves gavd htm to 
difpiay it. He loved to be fee at *OTk, 
and Wis furry When he canrw to the end 
of the bilfinef^ he fras ibbiit. I do not 
feel fe myfelf witH regard to thfife fiieets : 
a fiver whicli Ras' preyed oh me while I 
wrdtethem oter for (fie pi*fs, will per-, 
haps letten my jjowir trf" doing well 
the firft, and probably the laft work I 
Iboald c*er have thotij^c of prefcnting 
to the Public. I could doubtlefs wilh 
ft) to- conclude -it, as « leaft to fliewmy 
zeal for my friend, whofe life, as 1- once 
had the honour and happincfs of being 
uT^ful toi I Ihould wifli to record a few 
p'ariiculat traits of, that thofe who reJ3 
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-^o<iM emulate Ms goodnefsj butfteirig 
the heceffity 6f making even virtue and 
IcArhifig fuch as bis Agreeable, that all 
Ihoirld be warned againfli fudh coaffcncfs 
of rfiannerSi as dA)Ve cVtfn from "hit^ 
thofewhtJ Jof cd, honoured, and efteetned 
hiiB. -His wife's daughter, ■ Mrs. iLiicjf 
Sorter of Lhchfifcld, -vfrhdfe veneration 
for, his perfoH 4nd charafter has evc^ 
been the grcateft poflible, being o^jpofed 
one dajr in converfation by a clergynian 
V(io cartie crttch to her hOtifc, and feel- 
ing fotnewhat - oiftnded,' cned 'out "fud- 
denly. Why, M:^. Pc^rfofi,Tai'dfhe/7dii 
are-juft like Dr. Jbhrtfbtt,"! thiMcV 1 do 
hoe mean that yoti lai^ei a mdn of the 
grcateft Capacity 4ir all the worfdlikd 
Dr. Johnfon, twr-ifiat you-contradift 
©ne every word'ohe'ipeaky, ^tift' like 
Um. ' "'';■' .■■■'■ ■■ ■■ '" " I ' 

Mri Johrifon -tdld'-me the Hdr^'iai 
*as prefcnt at the ^rfrirtg of the* reproof,- 
ft was however obftrvable thalt -witfi-iUf 
Ws 6dd fcverity, ?ifc iduld noekeeprvcn 
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indifferent peopk;/roip.te)zing tu^'Wu^ 
uoaccount^blc ccu^iCons of ^1% c«mcUtd 
which one would tbin^ they vould fc^cc If 
hvrx had incHnatioa tf) reveal rrcn n 
their, tfodeireft ai^^u™'^^ incimate com* 
paaioiut aad it ,vr^& from th£lc-ujuc* 
counca^e voluqccfrt, jn llncer^y that 
bc-Iearoed to warn^tfae world agaiflft 
fullies little known, and Seldom tfa9ughi 
«a by (jfhcr mor»Ufti^ ^ , 

. Much of his elot^ijencej, qqd mycb 
of his ,1qs^c have. I heard him vfc 
to prevcM men- fr<ftn, maJunj; -vo^ 
Q« "iriyiid oi:fafipnsij.,^d iphen' hc:iaw 
a gei^n oddl^ {L^ffl^d- about a il^^ 
difficvJfij^ . V.:M*i; ^ !*?**? ^°?c (he 
would. iax),,and.flffn:y^ him i^-xnon 
iboutit.i ^ertj^s.j^yVgw in ,;t^c.,cafc4 
I am convincedj but is tt hot very 
ftrange that people fliould be neither 
^aid^«c aJ^aii^jflf,;bniT»agrin-.f?pd 
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im*ginfttioiu> he infonn«dnie> '* That » 
young lady once told him in confidcDec^ 
thai {he could never perfoade berfelf to 
be drcfied sigimft the bell rang; ibr din*- 
ner, till Ibe had made a row to hea- 
ven that ihe would nerernx>rc be ab&oc 
from the family meals." 

The flrangeft applications in the world 
were certainly made from'time to time 
towards Mr. Johnfon, who by that means 
had an inexhauftible fund of anecdote, 
and could, if he pleafed, tell the mofl: 
aftonilhing ftories of human folly and hu- 
man weaknefs that ever were confided to 
any man not a confcflbr by profe0on. 

One day when he was in a humour t<» 
record fome of them, he told us the 
following tale: " A pcribn (faid he) 
had f<M- thefe laft 6ve wedca ofteti called 
ac my door, but would not leave his name, 
or other mel^i^i;eI but that he wiflwd 
to fpeak with inc. At laft we met, Oiui 
bc cold me t^ he wa« opprc^ed by 
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fcruples of confcience: I blamed him 
gently for not applying, as the rules of 
our church direct, to his parifh prieft or 
other difcrcet clei^man} when, after 
fome complhnents on his part, he told 
me, thu he was clerk to a very eminent 
trader, at whofe warehoufes much bufi- 
nefs confiiled in packing goods in order 
to go abroad : that he was often tempted 
to take paper and packthread enough 
for his own ufe, and that he had indeed 
done fo fo often> that he could recollect 
no time when he ever had bought any 
for himfelf. — But probably (faid I), 
your mafter was wholly indifferent with 
regard to fuch trivial emoluments i you 
h^ better afk for it at dnce, and fo take 
your trifles with confcnt. — Oh, Sir ! re- 
. plies the vifitor, my mafter bid me have 
as much as I pleafed, and was half angry 
■when I talked to him about it. — Then 
pray Sir (faid I), teize me no more 
aboutfuch airy nothings ;~and was going 
on to be very iangry, when I recoUeded 
9 
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that the fellow might be mad perhaps; 
fo I alked him, When he left the count- 
ing-houfe of an evening?— At fevcn 
o'clock. Sir. — And when do you go to- 
bed. Sir f— Ac twelve o'clock.— Then 
(replied I) I have, at leaft learned thus 
much by my new acquaintance; — that 
five hours of the four-and-twenty unem- 
ployed are enough for a man to go mad 
in; fo I would advifc you Sir, to ftudy 
a]gebra> if you are not an adept already 
in it: your head would get Icfs tnuddy, 
and you will leave otF tormenting your 
neighbours about paper and packthread, 
while we all live together in a world that 
is burfting with fin and forrow. It is 
perhaps necdlefs to add, that this vifitor 
Came no more." 

Mr. Johnfon had indeed a real ab- 
horrence of" a perfpn that had ever be- 
fore him treated a little thing like a 
great one: and he quoted this fcrupu- 
lous geniteman with his packthread 
Tcry often, in ridicule of a friend 
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who, looking out on Strezthatn Coiii' 
mon from our windows one day, la- 
mented the enormous wickednefs of the 
times, bccaufc feme bird-catchers were 
bufy there one fine Sunday morning. 
" While half the Chriftian world is per- 
mitted (faid he) to dance arid (ing, 
- and celebrate Sunday as a, day of fefti- 
vity, how comes your puritanical ipirit 
fo offended with frivolous and empty 
deviations from exaiftnefs. Whoever 
loads life with unneccffary fcruplcs. Sir 
(continued he), provokes the attention 
of others on his conduft, and incurs the 
cenfure of fingularity without reaping 
the reward of fuperior virtue." 

I muft not, among the anecdotes of 
Dr. Johnfon's life, omit to relate a thing 
that happened to him one day, which he 
told me of himfelf. As he was walking 
along the Strand a gentleman ftepped 
-out of fome neighbouring tavern, with 
his napkin in his hand and no hat, and 
flopping him as civilly as he could— I 
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beg your pardon. Sir;, but yoa are Dr* 
Johnfon, I believe. " Yes, Sir." We 
faarea wager depending on your reply: 
Pray, Sir, is it irreparable jor irrep&ir* 
able that one fhould fay ? " The lafi I 
think. Sir (anfwered Dr. Johnfon), for 
the adjective ought to follow the verb; 
byt you had better confult my dittionary 
than me, for that was the rcfult of more 
thought than you will now give me tims 
for." No, no, replied the gentleman 
gaily, the book I have no certainty at 
all of; but here is the author, to whom I 
referred: Is he not. Sir? to a friend 
with him: I have won my twenty guineas 
quite fairly, and am much obliged to 
'you. Sir; fo {baking Mr. Johnfon kindly 
by the hand, he went back to finifli his 
dinner or dcfert. 

Another (trange thing he told me once 
which there was no danger of forget- 
ting: how a young gentleman called 
on hlni one morning, and told him that 
Q-3 
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his father having, juft before his death,' 
dropped fuddenly into the enjoyment of 
an ample fortune, he, the fon, was wilU 
ing to qualify himfelf for genteel fqciety 
hy adding Ibme literature to his other 
endowments, and wifhed to be put in 
an eaf/ way of obtaining it. Johnfon 
recommended the univerfity ; " for you 
read Latin, Sir, with facility." I read 
it a little to be furc, Sir. " But da 
you read it tci'/i /««'///)', I fay?" Upon 
my word. Sir, I do not very well know, 
but I rather believe not. Mr. Johnfon 
now began to recommend other branches 
of fcience, when he found languages , 
at fuch an immeafurable diflance, and 
advifing him to ftudy natural hiftory, 
there arofe fome talk about animals, and 
their divifions into oviparous and vivi- 
parous j And the cat here, Sir, faid the 
youth who wifhed for inftruftlon, -pray 
in which clafs is ihe? Our doiflor's pa- 
. lience and defire of doing good began 
ftpw to give vay to the natural rough* 
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nefs of his temper. '* You would do 
well (faid he) to look for fome perfon 
to be always about you. Sir, who is ca- 
pable of explaining fuch matters, and 
not come to us (there were fome literary 
friends prefent as I recollect) . to know 
whether the cat lays eggs or not : get a 
difcreet man to keep you company, there 
are'fo many who would be glad of your 
table and fifty pounds a year." The 
young gentleman retired, and !□ lefs- 
than a week informed his friends that he 
had fixed on a preceptor to whom no 
objetSlians could be made; but when he 
named as fuch one of the moft diftin- 
guifhed charaAers in our age or nation, 
Mr. Johnfon fairly gave himfelf up to 
an honetl burfl of laughter; and feeing 
this youth at fuch 4 furprifing diftance 
from common knowledge of the world, 
or of any thing in it^ defired to fee his 
vifitor no more. 

He had not much better luck with 
Vfo boys that he ufed to tell of, to 
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whom he had taught the claSIcs, *' fo 
that (he faid) they were no incompe- 
tent or mean fcholan^" it was ne-i 
ccffary however that fomething more 
familiar fhould be known, and he bid 
them read the hiftory of England. After 
a few naonths had clapfed he a(kcd theiiiy 
*' If they could recoiled who firft de- 
ftroyed the monafterics in our iHand?" 
One modeftly replied, that he did noi 
know ; the other faid/ Jefus Cbrifi. 

Of the truth of ftories which ran cur- 
rently about the town concerning Dr. 
Johnfon, it was iinpoffibleto be certain, 
unlefs one aflccd him hlmfelf j and what 
he told, or fuffered to be told before his 
face without contradifting, has every 
poffiblc mark I think of real and genuine 
authenticity. I made one day very mi- 
nute enquiries about the tale of his 
knocking down the famous Tom Of- 
borne with his own Diftionary in the 
man's own houfe. And how was that 
affair, in earneft? do tell me, Mr. Jobn- 
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fon ? ** There is nothing to tell, dcarefl: 
Lady, but that he was infolent and I 
beat him, and that he vas a blockhead 
and told of it> which I Diould never 
- have done; fo the blows have been 
multiplying, and the wonder thickening 
for all thcfe years, as Thomas was never 
a favourite with the Public. I have beat 
many a fellow, but the reft had the wit 
to hold their tongues." 

I have heard Mr. Murphy relate A 
very Angular ftory, while he was prefent, 
greatly to the credit of his uncommon ' 
Jkill and knowledge of life and manners : 
When firft the Ramblers came out in fe- 
parate numbers, as they were the objcfts 
of attention to multitudes of people, 
they happened, as it feems, particularly to 
attract the notice of a fociety who met 
every Saturday evening during the fum- 
mer at Rumford in Effex, and were 
known bythe name of The Bowling-green 
club. Thefe men feeing one day the 
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cbarafterof Leviculus the fomine-hunteri 
or Tetrica the old maid : another day 
feme account of a perfon who fpeot his 
life in hoping for a legacy, or of him 

who is always prying into other folks 
affairs, began fure enough to think they 
were betrayed j and that fome of the 
coterie fate down to divert himftif by 
giving to the Public the portrait of all 
the reft. Filled with wrath againft the 
traitor of Rumford, one of them re- 
folwed to write to the printer and enquire 
the author's name ; Samuel Johnfon, was 
the reply. No more was ncceffary} 
Samuel Johnfon was the name of the 
curate, and foon did each begin to load 
him with reproaches for turning his 
friends into ridicule in a manner fo cruel . 
and unprovoked. In vain did the guik- 
lefs curate proteft his innocence j one 
was fure that Aliger meant Mr. Twigg, 
and that Cupidus was but another 
name for neighbour Baggs : till the 
poor ■ parfon, unable to contend ' any 
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longer, rode to London, and broughr 
them full fatisfa^ion concerning the . 
writer, who from his own knowledge of 
general manners, quickened by a vigo- 
rous and warm imagination, had hap- 
pily delineated, though unknown to 
himfelf, the members of the Bowling- 
green Club. 

Mr. Murphy Hkewife ufed to tell 
before Dr. Johnfon, of the firft time 
tbr^ met, and the occafiom of their 
meeting, which he related thus : That 
being in thofe days, engaged in a pe- 
riodical paper, he found himfelf at a 
friend's houfe out of town ; and not 
being difpofed to lofe pleafure for the 
fake of bufincfs, wifhed rather to con- 
tent his bookfeller by fending fome un- 
ftudied ieffay to London by the fervant, 
than deny himfelf the company of his 
acquaintance, and drive away . to his 
chambers for the purpofe of writing 
fomething more eorreft. He therefore- 
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took Up a French Journal literairt that 
\xf- about the room> and tranflacing 
fomething he liked from it, fent it away 
without further ezaminacion. Time 
however difcovered that he had tranf- 
lated from the French a Rambler of 
JohDfon's> which had been but a month 
before taken from the EngHlhi and 
thinking it right to make him his per- 
iboal excufes, he went next day, and 
found our friend all covered .with foot 
like a chimney-fweeper, in a littie Toom> 
with an intolerable heat and flrange fmell, 
33 if he had been a^ing Lungs in the 
Alchymift, making i^tber. " Come, 
come (fays Dr. Johnfon), dear. Mur, 
the ftory is black enough now ; and it 
was a very happy day for me that 
brought you firft to my houfe, and a 
very happy miftake about the Ramblers," 

; Dr. Johnfon was always exceeding 
fond of chemiftry ; and we - made up 
a. fort cf laboratory at Streatham one 
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fiimmer, and diverted ourfclves with 
drawing eiTences and colouring liquors. 
But the danger Mr. Thrale found his 
friend in one day when I was driven to 
L<ondon> and he had got the children 
and fervancs round him to fee fome 
experiments performed, put an end to 
all our entertainment} fo well was the 
mafter of the houfe perfuaded, that his 
fhort fight would have been his defb'uc- 
tion in a moment, by bringing him 
clofe to a fierce and violent Hanie, In-^ 
deed it was a perpetual miracle that he 
did not fet himfelf on Bre reading a- 
bed, as was his conftant cuftom, when 
exceedingly unable even to keep clear of 
mifchief with our beft help ; and accord- 
ingly the fore-top of alt his wigs were 
burned by the candle down to the 
very net-work. Mr. Thrale's valet- 
de-chambre, for that reafon,- kept one 
always in his own hands, with which he 
met him at the parlour-door when the 
bell bad called him down to diimer, and 
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as he went up ft»rs to Acep in the after" 
noon, the fame man conftantly followed 
him with another. 

Future experiments in chemiftry how-> 
ever were too dangerous,«nd Mr. Thralo 
infiftcd that we ftiould do no more to- 
wards finding the phtlofophers ftone^ 

Mr. Johnfon's amufemcnts were thus 
reduced to the pkafures of converfation 
merely : and what wonder that he fliould 
have an avidity for the fole delight he 
was able to enjoy ? No man converfed 
fo welt as he on every fubjeit ; no man 
fo acutely difcerncd the reafon of every 
faftj the motive of every aftion, the 
end of every defign. He was indeed 
often pained by the ignorance or caufe-> 
lefs wonder of thofe who knew Icfs than 
himfelf> though he feldom drove them 
away with apparent fcorn, unlefs he 
thought they added prefumption to ifu- 
pidity : And it was impoflible not to 
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]augh at the patience he Ihcwed, when 
a Welch parfon of -mean abilities, 
though a good heart, ftruck with reve- 
rence at the fight of Dr. Johnfon, v^hom 
he had heard of as the greatelb man 
living, could not find any words to an- 
fwer his inquiries concerning a motto 
round Ibmebody's arms which adorned 
a tomb-ftone in Ruabon church-yard. 
If I remember right the words were, 

Hth D-w, Ueh Dym, 



And though of no very difficult con- 
ftruction, the gentleman fecmcd wholly 
confounded, and unable to explain 
them; till Mr. Johnfon having picked 
out the meaning by littltf and little, faid 
to the man, *' Heb is a prepofition, I 
believe Sir, is it not ?" My country- 
man recovering fome fpirits upon the 
fudden queftion, cried out. So I hum- 
bly prefume Sir, very comically. 
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Stories of humour do not tell well in 
books i and what made impreflion oti 
the friends who heard a jeQ:> wilt feldom 
much delight the diftant acquaintance 
or fullen critic who reads it. The ^ork 
model of Paris is not more defpicable 
as a refemblance of a great city, than 
thu book> levior cortice, as a fpecimen 
of Johnfon's charafter. Yet every body 
naturally likes to gather little fpecimens 
of the rarities found in a great coun- 
try ; and could I carry home from Italy 
fquare pieces of all the curious marbles 
which are the juft glory of this fur- 
priling part of the world, I could 
fcarcely contrive perhaps to arrange 
them fo meanly as not to gain fome 
attention from the refpe£t due to the 

places they once belonged to. Such 

a piece of motley Mofaic work will 
thefe Anecdotes inevitably make : but 
let the reader rnnember that he was 
promifed nothing bettcfj and fo be as 
contented as he can. 
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• An Irilh trader at our houfe one day 
heard Dr. Johnfon launch out into very 
great and greatly deferved praifes of 
:Mr. Edmund Burke: delisted' to Bnd 
.bis countryman fto'od fo high in the 
-Opinion of a man he had been told fo 
■■much of, Sir (faid he), gire me leave 
to teli fomething of Mr. Burke now. 
"We were all filenc, and the. honeft Hi- 
;.bcrnian began torelate how Mr. Burke 
.went to fee the collieries in a diftant 
j>rovincc; and he would go down lata 
. -the bowels of the earth (in a bag)> and 
;he would examine every thing: he went 
.11^ a bag Sir, and ventured his health 
andhisjifc forknowledgej but he took 
^carc of his Clothes, that they Ihould not 
.be fppiled, for hj: went down in a bag. 
«* Well Sir (fays Mr. Johnfon good-hu- 
mouredly), if our friend Mund Ihould 
die in any of thefe hazardous exfJloits, 
•you and I would write his life and pane- 
gyric, together.; and your chapter of it 
'^-^ R 
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Afiuld be entickd ^us : Mtrie ht a 



He h^ dva^s a very great jierfonal 
regai4 Hid partitulir affedioa for Mr. 
Ednutni Bui&e, «s weU %s an cftoem 
•difficult for me to ncpeati tUough for 
him only etfy to e«pre&. And when at 
i^he aid of the year 1774 the general 
rieftion caHed us all differcnc wa}>s, ood 
broke 14) die dcUgltt&l ibcteiy in wlitA. 
ve had ^eat fome time at fioooiifi1ield» 
Dr. Jobnfon Aoclk the ho^taUe maftfr 
of the boiHe idndly bj tfae band, iOitt 
iud, "FarenRdl my dear Sii;, and n- ' 
xnember diac i wiAi yau -all the Aiccds 
vhich ought <to be vifliffd you, >vAnA 
cea poflibly be »3flKd ymx «deed--^ 

1 -moft here take leavt cq obferv^ 
that in grving litde mAnOirs of Air. 
Jolmftjn'* behaviour anS tbtttedaxioag 
4 
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(ach as 9 faw andlMard k> my book lies 
under .maniibft <dWad^v»ntages, compared 
wich ebei^, viho h»n»g feen him in va- 
rious Ihuations, and oblerved his con- 
dv^ in num^rleft cafes, are able to 
thirow Wronger and more brilliant lights 
upon his charafter. Virtues ' are tike 
Ikrubs, wlkich yield their fiffects in dif- 
ferent manners according to the cir- 
cwnftances which furround them : and 
while generefity oflbul fcatters its fra- 
grance like tbc honeyfuckle> and de- 
Tights the fenfes of many occalional 
pt^engen, who feel the ^kafure, and 
half '^pondvr how rfie breeze has blown 
it from fo far, the more fallen but not 
Icfs valuable myrqle y/aits like .fortitude 
to discover its excellence, till the hand 
arrives that will crujk it, and force out 
that perfume whofe durability well coim- 
penfates the dlfficpUy of praduftion. 

I ifaw Mr. Johnfon in -none but a 
tt«|3qpU vtiaform -ftate, -pstTnig ^c eVen- 
■ " Hi 
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ing of his life among friends, wlio 
loved, honoured, and admired him : J 
faw none of the things he did, except 
fuch aAs of charity ai have been often 
ipentioned in this book, and fuch writ- 
ings as are univerfally known. What 
he faid is all I can. relate; and from 
i\-hat he faid, thofe who think it worth 
while to read thefe Anecdotes, muft be 
contented to gather his charaft^r. Mine 
i; a mere candle-Ugbt pidure of his lat- 
ter days, where every thing falls in dark 
(hadow except the face, the index of 
the mind; but -even that is feen unfa- 
vourably, and with a palenefs beyond 
what nature gave it. ■ 

When I have told how many fbllie* 
t)r. Johnfon knew of others, I muft 
not omit to mention with how much 
fidelity he would always have kept 
them' concealedi colild they of whom" 
he knew the abfurdities -have- been 
contented, in the common phrafe, to 
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kcep> their own counfel. But return- 
ing home one day from dining at the 
chitplain's table, he told mc> that Dr; 
Gt^dfmtth had given a very comical 
and unneceffarily exa£t reeital there, of 
his own feelings when his play was 
hiffed j telling the company how he 
.wci>t indeed to the Literary Club at 
)iight> and chatted gaily among ' his 
friends,- as if nothing had happened 
;ui»ifs i that to Jmprefs them (till more 
forcibly with an idea of his magnani- 
mity, he even.fung his favourite fong 
draut an old woman tolTed in a. blanket 
fcventecn times as high as the moonj 
but all this while I was fufiering horrid 
tortures (faid he), and verily believe 
that if I had put a bit into my mouth 
it would have ftrangled me on the fpot, 
I was fo exceOively ill; but I made 
more noife than ufual to cover all that, 
and fo they never perceived my noteat- 
ing, nor I believe at all imaged to 
thcmfelves the anguifli of my heart : but 
when all were gone except Johnfon 
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here, I borft out a-erymgi and rrco Cwvii 
b^-^-^ ifaad I wotdd licver wcice ttgmM. 
** All vhicb, Deeor (%* Mr. JoltiW 

thought had b«n i fcKHS feetWeeii yd* 
«nd ffle! and I am f^re I wo«M i^ 
have fivX tmf t^inig abttut ^ for thife 
wofld. N«wfce (h;pe«td Re wheil Rfe 
_wld the *:oi7) wfto' tf figtfre a Tfeft 
mattes «ha ihud unseeouticalMjr cMfH 
to be ehe fr'tgwl hatrtBii- ef h« o** dff- 
gr*re. // veitffjeio^i eS i ftn^etifinrti^ 
iras * provtrB twade- on pflrpcrte for firi3i 
Riorttfe, td keep |)«jpie> if poHIMii 
from bcmg thus the lwr*is of tfidr o*(i 
{h*tit: For whit 'compaBidn c4it flr^ 
gain by fotrff ftlly narratives ? Wo man 
liiould be e3rpeadd td'fyrapathif*e *it1i 
the forroTts of vafiity. If tfitft you ai* 
moftified by any ifl ufege, wlrrthfr real 
or fuppdferf; krep ar Jeaft the iccbu/ic 
of fuch mortifications ,tQ yoiirfclf, and 
forbear to proclaim how meanfy yoir are 
thought on by othcrSj unlcfs you deiirc 
to be meanly thought ofby all." 
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The Ktttfr ftiftory ©f another fi^Und'k 
Xupepftvow ingtnutty viiU vontritHitc^ to 
introduce a fimilar remark. He had 
a daughter of about fcrarteen years 
uldi a« I rcnttrtiber, fat and ehrmfy; 
and though the fecher adertd, and de- 
fied oeher-s ea adore her, y«B tieing 
awan perhaps that flic- was not wba( xhp 
Fitnch caU paitris drs grauSf. wad chiric>- 
iag I fappoCe that the oM (tuxiBstk of 
ftcgJAning ta UuglV at yontftM Bstt 
. wheta jwi haw wy thiitg; n^culn*^ 
«bout yovi v^ a i^khI pi>& \ip c^mL- 
cal^ enough _ called) hk girl ^Vjim^ 
wtfcn he fpoWc of her ;. and many who 
bore neUh«c. o£ them, ajoy ill-wilj fel^ 
ditpofedto Uugh. ac the happin*:!^ of th^ 
afpcUaeiwi. " See ngir (fajf?,Dr, Johnr 
fpii) what hafte people ate in to be 
hooted. Nobody ever thought of thh 
fellow nor of his daughter, cootd he 
but have been quiet himfelf, and iet- 
bsiH)et« caU the eye& of -tbe world on 
bis dowJ^ and her 4<forau|^» ]E|ut ^ 
t^htt one to fqe ^ ^e;U^ th^ .if n<H 
R4 
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bodjrdfewiU nickname one's ^hild^^en, 
the parents will e'en do ic cheiofelKs." " 

All this held true in- qiattcrs to iyi<. 
Johnfon of more fcrious confequencc. 
When Sir JoDiua Reynolds had painte^ 
hta portrait looking into the fl'tt of his 
pen, and holding it almofl: clofe to his 
eyei as was his general cuftomj he felt 
difpleafedi and told me "he would oait 
be known by pofterity for his defi^i 
only, let Sir Jolhua do his^wprft." I 
faid in reply, that Reynolds had no fuck 
difficulties about himfelf, and that he 
might obfcrve the pidure which hung 
up in the room where we were talking, 
reprefented Sir Jofhua holding his ear in 
his hand to catch the founti. " He may 
paint himfelf as deaf if he chufes (re- 
plied Johnfon) i but I will not be i/«i- 
i9gSam," 

It is chiefly for the f^e of evincing 
the regularity and fteadinefs of Mr. John- 
fon's mind that I have given thefe tri- 
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fling tncmoirs, to ftiew that his foul wjw 
not different from that of another, .pcr- 
fdn', but, as it was, greaterj and tQ give 
thofe who did notknow him a juft idea 
of hisairquiefcchce in what we dalt vuU 
gar prejudices, and of his extreme difr 
tance from thofe notions which the 
world has agi-ccd, I4cnowiioi.very,well 
why, to call romantic. It is indeed 
obfervable in his preface to Shakefpeare, 
that whtU iOthw ctHit» eypati^fe-on the 
creative pqrtersaod Vivid imagination 
of that' matchjefs . ppef. Dr. Johnfon 
commends him- fof giving fo-jolt a re- 
prefent^tion of hum^n inannersi " thaf 
from his fcenes a hermit niighteftimat^ 
the VfXne of fociety, and a confeffor prcr 
dia the progrefs of the paffipns,." ■ I 
have not the book with me here, but an> 
pf ctty: furc that fuch is his expreffion. 

The general and conftant advice he 

gave too, when confulted about the 

. phoicc of a wife, a profeffion, or whatT 
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ttvr influences a man's par bct Ag ad 
munediatt bappiftH*, was atwa^ oo le* 
je£t: no pc^ore good from feart o£ va 
concrarf cooixiquencas. ** Dd< tnc {Koud 
)m) fefbear to mwiy a bcau^id; wnnaa 
if you ca> find fuch, out of » Chkj dot 
&e wUl be lefs confiaot thai an vgfy 
one i or condcma- youdolf to die Ibdetf 
of coufenefi and vvigarity fop fear «f 
the or p c n ees or other dangot of ds* 
ganee and pei^mU chaimt, wM«h hftM 
iMcn a£«rays acknovriodged as a pofldw 
good, and for the want c4 tviiicli ihew 
fliould be alvayft given £eRn* ««^^ 
compen&iion. I h«ii« bowerce (eftft. 
tinued Mt. JohtifQn) Actt feme ftftidHit 
feHows who forboro tfr cerMeft them- 
fclvea with beauty Icl! coquotry &9ttiii 
be near, and with urit or binh left tirib- 
lence fliould Itirk bdilnd thent, filf-t&ey 
have been forced by their difcretion to 
linger life away in taftelefs ftupidicf, and 
chufe to count the mon^ents by nnnem^ 
brance of pain- inftead of enjoynient of 
pleafure." 
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Wtwn prafeffi««» weie uUced <^ 
<' Scorn (faid Mr. Jobfifoa) lo pag, 
y*or bfbaviour ander the dftmbnon. of 
cmcersi never tBink ic clever t« call 
^tft&c $, mean Sndf, or hur a dry one i 
or a& s baby of ftvea. years oU 9/hich 
my ^ry fesitfi icads; him, when we all 
knaitf. that a. bcy of reven years old hn no 
jwrfw -for MUf riwng except « p«g-toi> 
aod m appie^iryet: bat ft» oft ftwie bu* 
fitaeft vhtre aivttt mojiey may be got 
«^^ iittfe virtut rkquedi follow that 
bufmtfs fteadiJy, and do not fire as Ro- 
S^r Afclttn* fay* i*e wits dti. Men km'm 
tut Jwp J ami athtfi -dUi ehjinrely^ jtten 
•r»irkttaffffiert." 

■ ©i". JcAnfort l^ rn*?ed a venera- 
tfdn fiw the voice of mankind beyond 
*fiar mart people iirtlt owhj and as 
Tre liberally coitftflcd tfiat aH hfe 
'oWtf df&ppointtticnts proceeded frorti 
fcimfetf, h*; bawd to hear others conr- 
■'fFain 'df gener^ injnftice. I rennember 
-when- femcfltallKrtJ. was tirade of ^Janeg- 
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led Ihewed to Jeremiah Markland, a 
great philologift as fome one ventured- tH 
call him—" He is a fcholar undoubi-' 
edly Sir (replied Dr. Johnfon), but re- 
member that he would run from the world; 
and that it is not the world's budhefs 
to run after him. I hate a fellow whom 
pride, or cowardice, or lazinefs drives 
into a corner, and does nothing when 
he is there but fu and growh let htm 
come out as I do, and iark. The world 
(added he) is chiefly unjuft and iingCf 
nerous in this, that all are ready to en-r 
courage a man who once talks of leaving 
it, and few things do really provoke me 
more, than to hear people prate of re-- 
tirement, when they have neither fititl 
to difcerp thcif own motives, or. pene- 
tration to eitimate the confeq^uences^ 
but while a f<;llow is active to gaip either 
power or wealth (continued he), every 
body produces fqmc hindrance to hi? 
advancement, fome fage remark> or 
fome unfavourable predidtion ; but 
Jet him once fay ftighily, I have had 
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enough of this troublefome buttling 

world, 'tis time to leave it now: Ah, 

jdear Sir 1 cries the Hrft old acquaintance 

he' meets,. I am glad to Bnd you iln this 

happy difpofition : yes, dear friend ! do 

■retire and think of nothing- but your 

own eafc : there's Mr. William will find 

it a pleafure to fettle all your accounts and 

relieve you from the fatigue; Mifs Dolly 

makes the chartningeft chiclMn broth in 

the world, and (he cheefecakes we eat of 

hcr's once, how good they were : I will 

be coming every two or three days my- 

ifelf to chat with you in a quiet way; /o 

fnug I and tell you how matters go upon 

'Change, or in the Houfe, or according 

to the blockhead's firft purfuits, whether 

lucrative or politic, which thus he leaves j 

and lays himfelf down 4 voluntary prey 

to his own fenfualicy and floth, while the 

ambition and avarice ofthc nephews and 

nieces, with their rafcally adherents and 

coadjutors, reap the adrancage, while 

they fatten their fool." 
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As the TotaricB of retiremeat hid HtdC 
of Mr. Jf^nlbn'B appdaufe, unlefs thacbe 
knew thst the motives were merely devo- 
Cional, juid unlefs he was oonrinced that 
their ricuads were accompanied bf a mor- 
tified &atc of the bod^, the f<^ proof 
of their finccricy which he would admit, 
■t a compenfatton for fuch fatigue as a 
worldly life of care and aaiviry requires i . 
fo of the various ftates and conditions 
c( humanity, he defpiftd none more I 
think than the man who marries for a 
maintenance : and of a friend who made 
his alliance on no higher principles^ he 
faid once, ** Now has that fellow (it 
was a nobleman of whom we were fpeak- 
wig) at length obtained a certainty of 
three meals a day, and for that certainty, 
Kkc his brother dog in the fable, he will 
get his neck galled for life with a 
et^lar." 

Tkst po w e w y was ttp. cril to-bearoided 
by all honeft means-howeverj no man «M 
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•lone readjr to avow : concetled poveny 
pamcMlarlf, KEhtdi he faid was the ge* 
ficral ooriofiTC riiat delbvyed the peace 
^ ^Uinofl; every fanaUy; to v4itck no 
nooning peHiapB ever returned wichotit 
pHn« ofcw pr^jed: for hiding the forrows 
and dangers of the next day. " Want 
ef money (fays Dr. Johnfon) is ibme- 
tisaes concealed under pretended avaric^ 
snd Gy binvs of averOon to part with it ( 
Akmettmes wider ftonny anger, and af- 
it&atitm of JMMBiKUda ri^ ; bat oftener 
fiM «ndef a ft>ev of thot^btLcTs extra- 
yagaooe -aiti gay DBgie6b->-while to a pe- 
^etfatiag eye, none of thefe wretched' 
veils Suffice to kttp the cruel tru^ from 
beuig feoa. IWerty is bic et v^que 
(fays lie), Aod tf you 4o fiiut the jade 
Dot of che door, the will always ceotrive 
in ibtiw oMniner :ni poke her pale leaq 
^ace 4n tttthe wiadow." 

I hare mcatioaed befart, disc old age 
liad ^r^jT Jitde of Mr. Jtrfutfon's Kva- 
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rence: "amancommonlygrcwwickedtf 
as he grew older (be faid). at leaft 
he but. changed the vices of youth » 
headftrongpaflion and wild tciiiei'ityi tot 
treacherous caution, and defire to cir^ 
cumvcnt. I am always (faid he) ort 
jhe young people's fide, when there is a 
difpute between them and the old Ones; 
for you have at leaft a chance for virtue 
till age has withered its very rtot.'' 
■While we were talking, my mother's 
fpaniel, whom he never loVedj ftole ouf 
toaft and butter; Fye Belle I faid I, you 
ufed. to be upon honour: " Yes Mai 
jdam (replies 'J6hn(an)i but Belle grows 
eld." Hisrcafon for hating the dog was, 
•*' bccaufe fhe was a profefled favourite 
^he faid), and becaufe her Lady ordered 
iier from time to time to be walhed and 
combed : a fooUfii trick (faid he) and 
an afiumption of .fuperiority that every 
one's nature revolts at j fo becaufe* one 
tnnft'.nat wifli ill to the Lady' in fach 
cafes (continued he), one ciirfcs the . 
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cur," The troth ii. Belle was not well 
beharcd> and t«mg » large fpaniel, 
was troublefome enough at dinner with 
frequent folkitadons to be &d. f This 
ankpal (f^d Pr> JcAiofon <mp day) would 
bave been of exaatH^dmary iti^ric v^ 
value in the ftate of L^urgus % for fiit 
condemns one to the ejKrci<ni of perpe- 
tual vigilance," 

He had indeed that ftrong averfion felt 
fey all the lower ranks of people towards 
four-footed companions very completely, 
notwithllanding he had for many years a 
cat which he called HodgCj that kept 
always in his room at flcet-ftrect j but 
fo exa£t was lie not to offend the human 
fpecies by fuperffuous attention to 
lyrutes, that when the creature was 
grown fick and ofdi and could eat no- 
thing but oyfters, Mr. Johnfon always 
Went out himfelf to- buy Hodge's dinner, 
that Francis the Black's delicacy might 
not be hurt, at feeing himfelf employed 
for the coiivcnience of a quadruped. 
S 
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No one was indeed fo attentive not to of- 
fend in all fuch fort of things as Dr. John- 
fon; norfo careful to maintain the cere> 
monies of life : and though he told Mr, 
Thrale once, that he had never fought to 
pleafe till pafi thirty years cdd, conlider- 
ing the matter as hope1efs> he had been 
always ftudious not to make enemies, bjr 
apparent preference of himfelf. It hap- 
pened very comically, that the moment 
this curious converfation paft, of which I 
was a filent auditrefs, was in the coach, 
in feme dillant province, either Shrop- 
ihire or- Derbyfhire I believe j and as 
foon as it was over, ,Mr. Johnfon took 
out of his pocket a little book and read, 
while a gentleman of no fmali diftlnition 
for his birth and elegance, fuddenly rode 
up to the carriage, aod paying us all 
his proper compliments, was defirous 
not to negieft Dr. Johnfon ; but ob- 
fervlng that he -did not fee him, tapt 
him gently -on the Jhoulder — 'Tis Mr. 
Ch--lm—ley, fays my,hu,fbaadi— ^^WelU 
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Sir! andwhatifitUMr.Ch— Im— Itjr!'* 
faj^s the other fternly, juft lifting his eyes 
a moment from his book, and returning 
to it again with renewed avidity. 

He had fometimes fits of reading very 
violent; and when he was' in earneft 
about getting through fbme particular 
pages, for I have heard him fay he never 
r€:ad but one book, which he did not 
confider as obligatory, through in his 
whole life (and Lady Mary Wortley's 
Letters was the book) ; he would be 
quite loft to company, and withdraw all 
his attention to what he was reading, 
without the fmalleft knowledge or care 
about the noife made round him. His 
deafnefs made fuch conduA lefs odd and 
lefs difficult to him than it would have 
been to another man; but his adviling 
others to take the fame method, and 
pull a little book out when they were 
not entertained with what was going for- 
ward in fociety, feemcd more likely to 
advance the growth of fcicncc than of 
S a 
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[K^ifhed manncrSi for which he always 
pretended extreme veneratioR. 

Mr. Jehnfon indeed always mcafured' 
other peoplc'i notions of every, thing by 
kiyown, aod nothing could pcrfuade lum 
to believe, that the books which he diC- 
Hkcd were .agreeable to thoufands, or 
that air and exercifc which he dc^jfc* 
were beneficial to the health of other 
mortals. When poor Stnarty fo welT 
known for his wit and misfortunes, was 
firft obliged to be put in private lodg- 
ings,. a common friend of both faraented 
in tender terms the neccflity which had! 
torn fo pleafing a companion from their 
acquaintance — " A madman muft be 
confined. Sir,** (refl'ies Dr. Johnfonj) 
but, (ays the other, I am now appre- 
henfivc for his general health, he wilt 
lofe the benefit of exercife. •* Excrcife P 
(returns the Doftor)' 1 never heard than 
he ufed any: he might, for augfic f 
know, walk to the alchoufe j buf I be- 
lieve he Was always carried home again.'* 
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-Ic was however wiluckf for thofe who 
delighted to echo Johnfon's fentimentSi 
that he would not endure from them tOr 
day, whar perhaps he had yesterday, by 
his own manner of treafing the fufcgeft, 
made them fond of repeating; and I 

fancy Mr. B' has not forgotten,, thtt 

though his friend one evening iii t gay 
humour talked in praife of wine as one 
of the blelTings permitted by heaven, 
when ufed with mpdemtion, to lighten the 
load of life, and give mm ftrength. S> 
endure it j yet, when in confequence ^f 
fuch talk b£ thought fit to make a Baccha- 
nalian -difcourfe in its favour, Mr. John- 
fon contradidcd him fomewhat roughly 
as I remembo:; and when to'aflure him- 
felf of conquvd: he added tbef« words. 
You muft fUlow me. Sir, at kaft that it 
produces truth j i» vino veriias, you knoW, 
Sir— « That (replied Mr. Johnfon) 
- vould be iifelefs to a man who knew he 
was not a liar when he was feber.'* 
. Si 
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When one talks of giving and taking 
the lie familiarly, it is impoflible to fof- 
bear recollefting the tranfaftions be- 
tween the editor of Oflian and the author 
of the- Journey to the Hebrides. It was 
inoft obfcrvable to me however, that 
Mr.. Johnfon never bore his antagonift 
the fligtittft degree of ill-will. He al- 
ways k«pt thofe quarrels which belonged 
. to him as a writer, feparatc from thpfe 
which be had to do with as a mapj bqt 
1 nerf r did hear him fay in private one 
. malicious word of a public enemy} and 
■ of Mi. Macpherfon I once Jieard him 
fpeafc. T-efpeftfulIy, though his reply to 
- the friend who aiked him if etiy manli-qing 
could, have w.ritten fuch:abook, is well 
.known, and has been often Repeated; 
; ".Yes, Sif ; many men, manywomen, antl 
many chiMrci}.'' 

I enqVired of hipi myfclf if this ftory 
was authentic, and he faid it. was. I 
rosde the fame ^enquiry concerning bjj 
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iand, . which was repeated up and dowrt 
at., one time ' by every body — " How 
knowledge wss divided among the Scots, 
like bread in ^:b?fieged town, to every 
jnan a mouthful, to no man a bellyful." 
This ftory he likewife acknowledged, and 
faid.bcfides, " th^t fome officious friend 
iiad carried it to Lord Bute, who only 
anfwered— Well, well ! never mind what 
he fays-rhewiii have the penfion all one." 

■ Another fatnous reply to a Scotf- 
(nan who .commended- the betuty and 
^gmty of Glalgowy tiU Mr. John- 
fon. popped him -by obiervingi " that 
he. probably had never yet fecn Brent- 
ford,"" was oftc.bf the jokes he owned: 
■and faid himfelf,: " that when, a gentle- 
man of that country once mentioned the 
lovely profpe^s common in; his nation, 
he could not -help telling him, that the 
»jcwof the Condon rpad was the.pro- 
ippft. in which every Scotfman moft na- 
turally and moft rationally delighted*!*, 
S4 
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Mrs.' Brook recciwd.aa aafirer noc 
HoUke this, when eipatming on the ac- 
cuouiktion olfublimc ^nd bcauti&l' ob- 
je&s, which fomv ^^ '^^ pn^pcft up 
the fiver St. L.amnttct in North Ame- 
rica j *' Come Madjtoi (fays Dr, John^ 
ion), CDhiefs that nothing ever equaled 
your pleafure in fedng thitt fight ■ rc- 
verlcd ; and finding ydiirfelf looking ac 
the happy profpcft doIjn the river St, 
Lawrence." The truth is, hf hated to 
hear «bQU( pro^&s and yiewt, and lay- 
ing out, grtpuqd and tajte w <gardenfogi 
« That. W4S t^f beit |^eri,Xhc Aid) 
^hich produced mqft iruocs^aDd fruit&t 
and ^ac «atn- was mo& ' t^ be prized 
^ich ooatained nruift (ifh." He lifed to 
laugh at SlicnUone mcA.tintnerciiEunyibr 
nOC Cftriog ^idtadier thSPC was anything 
good to 4et in the ftreams . he was lb 
frnd o?, ^' as if (%3'Johhfon) one 
eoutd fill one's belly with hearing ftrft 
HMEmurs, or looking at rough cat* 
caawl" 
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He iv7td the ligbt of fine foreft trees 
however, and deufied Bttghthelnifione 
Hcmm, f becmiiJc ic vas a cotintiy ih 
troly (kfbtate (he fatd), that if one had 
a mind to hang one's -felf for dentation 
at being obliged to lire there, tt would 
be difiicult to find a tr^e on which to 
-fxften the rope." Walking in a wood 
vrhcn k rained, was, I 'think, t4ie only 
rural image he pliafcd his fancy with; 
'* for {fays he) after one has gathered 
the -apples in an -onchard, one -wifliA 
them well baked, and removed to a Lon- 
don eating-houfc for enjoyment." 

With fuch notions^ who c^n wond^ 
he jiaiTed bis time uocomfortabjy enough 
with us, wl^om he often ^omp^ained of for 
living fo much in the couiKryi " feedr 
jng the chickens (as he faid I did) tiU 
I ftarved my own underftanding. Get 
however (faid he^ a book about gar-, 
idening, |and ftudy it hard, fince you 
will pafs your life with birds and floweiv* 
and lesrn to raif^ the l4r£0 turnips, and 
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to breed the higgefi fowls." ' It was Twn 
Co alTurc htm that the goodnefs of fuch 
di&es did not depend upon their fize; 
he laughed at the people who covered 
their canah with foreign fowls,- ** when 
(fays he) our own geefe and jganders are 
twice as large : if wc fetched better 
animals from diftaot nations, there might 
be fome fenfe in the preference » but to 
get cows fronri Atderney, or water-fowl 
from China, only to fee natur* degene- 
rating round on^j is- a poor ambitioa 
indeed." 

Nor was Mr. Johnfon more merci- 
'ful with regard to the amufemcnts 
people are conwnttfd to call fuch : " Yon 
hunt in the morning (fays he), and 
crowd to the public rooms at night, and 
call it diverfion -, when your heart knows 
it is perifhing with poverty of pleafures, 
and your wits get blunted for want of 
fome other mind to fliarpcn them upon. 
There is in this world no real delight 
(excepting thofc of fenfuality), but ex- 
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change of ideas in converfation ; and 
.whoever has onCc experienced the full 
flow of London talk, when he retires to 
country friendfliips and rural iports, 
muft eiilier be contented to turn baby 
again and play with the rattle, or he 
will pine away like a great fiih in a little 
-pond, and die for want of his ufual 
-food." — *.' Bodes without the knowledge 
of life are ufelefs (I have heard him fay) • 
for what ihould books teach but the art 
■oi living? To (hidy manners however 
only in coffce-houfes, is morcthan equally 
-impcrfefti the, minds of men who ac- 
■quiri no folid learning, and only cxift 
. on the daily forage that they pick up by 
-running about,' and fnatching what drops 
from their neighbours as ignorant as 
themfelves, will never ferment into any 
knowledge valuable or durable; 'but 
like the light wines we drink in hot 
countries, pleafe for the moment though 
incapable of keeping. In the ftudy of 
mankind much will be found to fwim as 
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frqth| and much fn^ §(i^ ;as iccolew^aa 
hchrc .the wine can ini,vit its eSe&, and 
become that noblpfl: liquor whjph ro- 
joiccs the heart* and gives vigotn- in tlR 
imagipAcion." 

I am "well aware, thae { do not, and 
cattDotgivc eachjcxpreflian of Dr.Joiin- 
foa with all ics force or all its neat- 
nefsj but I have 4Qne my. beft to jccaid 
fuch of bis maKUns, and repeat fuch of 
his Icafiipenu, a« m^y. give to thofe who 
luiewhiiri'sot, ajuftid.eaof hischaraiSlor 
and manocr of thinking- To eodcayour 
at adorning, or -adding^ or foftening, or 
meliorating iuch t^eodotes. by any tricks 
my inexpericnc?4 -POT., «oWld play, 
would be wea^Qcffi indeed ; .worfe: than 
the Frenchman who prefides over the 
jporceUtn nupuf^dory at Sevfi, to whom 
when fame Gr£ck vafes were, given him 
as models, he lamented la frifieffe ip 
tellet f«rntes i and endeavoured to affift 
them by clufiers of Howersj Mi:hile ^ing 
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Cupids fervcd for the handles of urns 
originally intended to contain- the aflles 
of the dead. The mifery is, that I can 
rtcoU'eft fo few anecdotes, and that I 
have recorded no more axioms of a mar* 
•whofe every word merited attention, and 
whofe every fentiment did honour to 
human nature. Remote from affcfl^tibn 
as from error or falfehobd, the comfort a 
reader has m looking over thefe papers, 
is the certainty thar thofe were realty tte 
opinions of Johnfon, which are refatecf 
ds fuch. 

Fearof what others may think, is ther 
^at caufe of aflfetffation ; and fte was nor 
Hkely to drfgoHe his notions out of cow- 
jtrdice. He hated difgnifir, and nobody 
penetrated it fo readily. I Ihewed him a 
fetter written to a cominoii friciid', whw 
was at fome Ibfs for the explanation of 
it: " Whoever wrote it flays our 
Boftor) could, ifhe^ chofft.it, ma&e him- 
fclf undtrftoodj but 'lis the letter of an 



HihyGoonlc 



270 ANECDOTES Of THE LAT£ 

embarrajfed man. Sin" and fo the ercnt 
proved it to be. 

Myfterioufnefs in trifles offended him 
on every fide : " it commonly ended in 
guilt (he faid) j for thofe who begin by 
concealment of innocent things^ will foon 
have fomething to hide which they dare 
not bring to light." He therefore encou- 
raged an opcnnefs of condufb^ in women 
particularly, ** who (he obferved) were 
often led away when children, by their 
delight and power of furprifing." He 
recommended, on fomething like the 
fame principle, that when one perfon 
meant to ferve another, he fhoutd not go 
about it (lily, or as we fay underhand, out 
of a falfe idea of delicacy, to furprife one's 
friend with an unexpefted favour; "which, 
ten to one (fays he), fails to oblige 
your acquaintance, who had fome rea- 
fons againft fuch a mode of obligation, 
which you might have known but for 
that fuperfluous cunning which you 
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think an, elegance; Oh! never be fe- 
duced by fuch filly pretences (conti- 
nued he); if a wench wants a good 
gown, do not give her a fine fmelling- 
bottle, .becaufe that is more delicate : 
as I once knew a lady lend the keyof her 
libraiy - to a poor fcribbling dependant, 
as if. llie took the wonrxan for an oftrich 
that .cogld digeft iron." He faid in- 
deed, ** that women were very difficult to 
be taught the proper manner of confer- 
ring pecuniary favours ; that they always 
gave too much monpy or too little j 
for that they had an idea of delicacy 
accompanying their gifts, fo that they 
generally rendered them either ufelefs 
or ridiculous." 

He did indeed fay very contempta- 
ous things of our fexj but was ex- 
ceedingly angry when I told Mifs 
Reynolds that he faid, " It was well 
managed of fome one to leave his af- 
fairs in the hands of his wife, becaufe, ia 
matters of bufinefs (faid he), no woman 
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ftops sc tntegnty." This wn, I t\utkt 
the only femence I evec abfened bim 
iblicitou» ta expbria awajr a&cr he bad 
ucacrad it. Me was net ac aU difplsaTed 
at ^ recoUe&icM of a farcafin thtown 
9m a iriioile profsflioii ac oaee > witec a 
glBntlcmaa leaving cbe oompatty, fame- 
body ndio fate next Dr, Joimfoii. atkei 
him»- who he was- } " 1 cannot cxafify 
tell jwu Sir (reptied'he)> andt'WduUtb* 
loch GO fpeak iU of acy perfon-wh»l dtt 
not know deferves it, but 1 am- afigaid 
he U an ain>rnff)f." He did not iKm- 
«veF encourage general fatire*, and for 
the moft ^B profeffetf himfelf to fed 
dire£Wy contrary to Dr. Swift; "who 
(fays he) hates the world, though he 
loves John and Robert, and certain in-' 
dividuals." 

Johnfon faid aJways, " that the world 
was^wvll cefl{(fu£^ed^ but that the parti- 
cular people difgraced the elegance and 
beauty of the general fabric." In the 
iUinc manner I was relating onee to 
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hfm, how Dr. GoUicr obfenred, that the 
iDVft «ile bote to children was ^m the 
ftntibipation one's immd made while one 
tiOdVempltted thfcni: "We hope (fays 
1(e) that they-u*ill fome time -ift^i wife 
men, CH-ami^Ue- women; and i^fufier 
'«m: to take tip <bur affeAibri 'beFott' 
had. One oi^ot lore ^nn^f o/jM'* 
affd little infant*'^ noChiilg more. On 
tfie-coSBtnu^ (fa/r- Johnfoh),tohe caii 
Haitctlf htflp «iihla^. while one fcindles 
«'biiby, that hWy never Hvitd Wcbhie 
* niaH) for it ii/o probable diatit4ien 
he becomes a man; he fltoold be-futt td 
' endin afcoundrel." Girls were lefs dif- 
yMlffiAg<'to liim ; '*'^or as theif t^pca- 
tiMs<^were feW (he f«d)i, their viittiie 
larthi&life, aaa^bappincfit In tbe^nxatt, 
wcceJe&iniprobaHe] and iie loved {he 
fiKd)cto fee 8 kiioiroflittte nui&stdearljr.": 

-ffi.i „: '. ' .■' I :[o-)'. 1 :\ I i-.'i ■■ ' ■■'■ 

. Needle- work J»d a, ftrcnuous ap-! 
prover. in Dn '"Johnfoni, ' who " faid,' 
•^'t^at diie.Qf' the gi-eat felicities pf fc- 
Kal9 iifei Was'tbe gtne^ eonfent «f dtc 
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varU, jthi^,tb(7 mights aimfe thf^f*- 

epatributjul to the ]«i^gtbeoiqg thor 
Uvc*» and.ipr^nnng llM:^; giilKjU io A 
lfan$ «f ijuuqr,'' Aimn CMtlofi hfnl 4 

Utjr l»i hH9: oqt ; c%). riM>4 ft: h* nw« 
na4t ^ fM . -iPHvelitf' imi femily .)«id 
frisnds.: Xbe «sgfiegiei|,ftrwk Iwn CI-: 
ee«iisg(f,,(W(l.-«fhqii„igno (>«|vwiae- 
ww^'ffi^P'^fftiWfoBifiiniitfiwittliitf.wh 

Jiwfi)*******^^*?.;.':,! I. ,.d ..i 

imn Mr.i3o^(<*in >. ii>ch J iticw •sjicm 
^tenoalf «t fimr:i>'dDi3tt,.i^»:()Uii*l 
b^ tsfaB wilixd ac^Mi ODnfial iuiis^nr 

nience. Ht had nq fu,ch orejud^ces him* 
f<;if,^aii3',wi4 dfticujiyirofgavefliem in 
anp'uier'.*^ Il^fcltqacy Hoes 'not fu'reljf S9»t 

1^' ■^^^M-.^.^i'frMf: .H..*'? 
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plc!*fcdi and that is falfe dignity indeed 
which is content to depend upon others." 

The faying pf the old philofopher, wlio 
oljfcrves> That he who wants leaft is 
moft like the goda, who want nothing » 
ly^? 3 favpiirttt; fentenqc with Dr- John-.. 
foq, who o^ his own part required lefs 
attendance, fick or well, th?n ever I' faw 
Hfly human creature. Conv^rfatioB w** 
all he required to niake bim happy i 
and V^hpn he wovld have tea made at, 
tffo p'qlQcI^ in fhe morning, jt was only. 
t\\a,% tlier^ migh; tje a cerwin!y ofdc- 
taipwg his cpmpanions round him. Qn 
that prjnciple . it was. thaf he preferred; 
witlfsr tp funanaer^ wh«n t|»e heat of the. 
w^ftih^r gave people an (;x<;ufe.t<?;i^rpH. 
ahput, and T^alk, for plqafuro iq the, 
lljade, while bt; w|(^ed- to fitfi^ill on a 
chair, and cf>^t 4^^ after 4?y, t^ Cj^P-, 
Iwdy prpp«?fed a drivq in.^he ooachj,, 
^4 4h^t wjLs th? inoit d^ciptjs m^r: 

Eru?OB of li\i li/e, " Byt di? cwri^gc" 

inwlt ftpp- f^nctime (as itis faid)» »nd. 

Ta 
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the people would come home at laft " 
fo his pleafure was of fltorf duration. 

' i afked him why he doated on a 
coach fo ? and received for anfwer, 
•• That in the firft place, iRc company 
was fbut in '^^iih him fbere; and could 
rtot efcape, as out of a room : in the 
next place, he heard all that was faiJ in 
a carriage, where it Was my turn to be 
deaf :" and Very imparieiit was he at my 
occaGonal 'difficulty of hearing. On this 
account he wiJhed to travel all over 
the wdrld j for tHe very aft of going 
forward was delightful to him, and he 
gave hrmlHf Tio concern about acci- 
dents, which 'Ifcfaid never happened:' 
nor didthcronning-away- of the horfes 
on the edge of a. precipice between ■ Ver- 
non and St; Denys in France convince 
him to the contrary; "fOr nothing came 
«of it (liefaid), except that Mr. Thralc 
Icapfcd but of the carriage -into a chalk-' 
])rt, and then came up' again, looking' 
oi- white i" When ' the truth was, aU 
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their lircs were fared by the greateft 
providence ever exerted in favour of 
three human creatures; and the pare, 
l^Ir. Thralc took from defperatioo was 
the likeliell thing in the wacld to pro- 
duce brokeo Ymbs and death. 

Fear was indeed a fcnfation to which 
Mr. Johnfoft was an utter ftranger, ex- 
cepting when fomc fudden apprehenfions 
feizcd him that he was going to die:; 
and even then he kept all his wits about 
hini, to exprefs the nnoft humble and 
pathetic petitions to the Almighty*, 
and when the firft paralytic ftroke took 
his fpecch from Him, he inftantty fet 
about compofing a prayer in Latin^ at 
£»nce to depreicate God's niercy, to 
fatisfy himfclf that his mental powers 
remained ^nicnpairedj and to keep them 
inexercifei that they might not perifh 
"by permitted ftagnation. This was after 
rwe parted ; but he wrote me an account 
.of it, and I intend to publish chat letter, 
with many more. 

T,3 
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Wlieh one day he had at tnf hij^fe 
taken tin£tUre of antimony inftead of 
emetic wine, for a vomit, he fl^as him- 
felf the pcrfon to difeft us what to do" . 
fot- him, and managed with as' ttiuch 
coolncfs and deliberation as If hu had 
been prcfcribing for an indifferent pcr- 
fon. Though on another occafioOt' when 
he had lamented in the raoft piercing 
terms his approaching diflblution^ and 
conjured me iblemnly to tell hitn what 1 
thought, while Sir Richacd Jebb wat 
perpetually on the road to -Streathamj 
and Mr. Johnfon feemed to thinK him-! 
felf iwglt^ed if. the phylician led hiiit 
for^an hqur onlyk I made him a:fteiidyi 
but as I thought a v«ry gentle harangue^ 
in which I confirmed all thai ch« Doftor 
had been faying) how oo pft?eletit danger 
could 'bft expected )\ but tbdt his agt 
and cootinued ill health nMift naturaJty 
accelerate, the arrival «f diat hiour which 
can b? tfci^tfed by nbiwr:* Aad thiS' 
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ffays Johnfon, tifing in great anger) ir 
«tie vpke of female fricnctfltip I fup- 
■paCe, vhen the ^iid c^ the hangman 
would be Ibftcr." ■ 

Ailodier day, whien be was ill; and 
«n;eed'mgly lo«^Q}iriced, and perfuaded' 
that death was QOt far ditlan^ I appeared 
6sfbre him in a dark-coloured gowi^' 
ivhich hifibad fight, and worfe a^^ehen- 
fioiM, piadehiin mift^e fcx an iron-grey^ 
^ Why do yo« delight (fald he) thus ta 
tUdkeiL the gloom of mifery that fur- 
toonds me 3 it not here fufficieUt »ccu- 
imdation of horror without anticipated 
miiuTning j" This .is not mourning Sir 
{Md i)> drawing the curuin, that the 
lig]it might fali upon the filk, and fiiew it 
noi a purple nixed with green. '*Wel], 
weU; (reified he, -ehanging iiii vOioc); 
you Iktlc cieacues fltosld acmt wear 
^kofelbrcef clothes kowcwrj thejr are 
imfbttabic in every wajr. Whatt h««e 
«6c bU inie£U guy colours 1" I felate 
T4 
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tbefe inftances chiefly^ to (heW that thr 
fears of death itfelf could not fapprciV 
his witi his lagacityi or his tempta.uon' 
to fudden refentmcnt. 

Mr. JohnTon did not like chat bis 
friends Ihould bring their manufOTpc* 
for him to read, and he liked flill lefs 
^o read them when they wierc brought: 
fometimes however when be could not 
refufc he would take the pliiy or ppem, 
or whatever It was> and ^e the pe(^le 
bis opinion from fome ode. page th^ he 
had peeped into. A gentlctnan cirricd 
him his tr^edy, which, beca'ule he' loved 
the author, Johnfon took,' and it li^ 
about our rooms fome tiaw. ;What ah- 
fwer did you give' your friend. Sir ? f«d 
I, after thc^book had been, called: for; 
" I told! him (replied He), thac> tha:e 
was cpamuch Tig andiStrty-.M iiu^ 
Seeing pip Jaugh mtA'ViiJkriily, VWiflr 
v^aic Fogld^ have, .tJrild?" ■(fwdtbrj) 
I loolt^d'Mnothiiig bucefacndijtoutis^ 
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4iid there was Tignnts aod TVrfdates, or 
TeribasEus, or fuch ftuff. A man can 
tell buc what he knows, and I never got 
any further than the Erft page. Atas^ 
Madam ! (continiied he) how few bookt 
' are. there of which one ever can pofTibljr 
arrive at the lafi page 1 Was there cvo- 
yet any thing written by mere man that 
was wifhed longer by its readers, except- 
ing Dan Quixote, Robinfon Crufo^ 
and ^be Pilgrim's Frogrefs ?" After Ho- 
mer's Iliad, Mr. Johnfon confefied that 
the work of Cervantes was the greateft 
in the world, fpeaking of it I mean as a 
book of . entertainment ; and when we 
confider that every other author's: ad"-^. 
mirers are confined to his countrymen, 
and perhaps to the literary clalTes among 
tbfmt while Don Quixote is a fort of 
coipiflpn property, anuniverfal claflic, 
equally, tailed by. the court and the cot- 
tage,.: equally applauded in France and 
Ei^ud as in Spain* quoted by every 
ienant*- tl^e: atnufciment of eveiy age 
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from in^cy to decrepitade ; the firib 
book you ice on etvrjr flielf^ in every 
ihop, wKcro books are fold, through all 
At ftates of Italy; who can reftife his 
confent to an avowal of the fuperiority 
of Cervantes to all other modem wri- 
ter* i Shakefpeare himfetf has, till lately, 
been worfhipped only at home, thoogh 
hit playi are now the favourite amuft- 
menu of Vienna; and when I wai at 
Padua fome mootha ago, Ronieo and 
Juliet was a£ted there under the nan^ 
of TrageMa Vtrmtiji\ while engravers 
and tranflators Uve by the Hero of La 
Mancha in every nation, and the fides 
■of miferablc ions all over England and 
France* and I have heard Gemnany top, 
are adorned with the exploits of Don 
Quixote. May his celebrity proCbre my 
pardon for a digreOkm in pratfe of a 
wiiter who, through four voIuflMit fA the 
inoH exquifite pleafantry and genuinie 
humour, has never been feducedtoover- 
Acp the litnits of propriety, ha$ never 
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calted in the wretched auxiliaries of db- 
fteQity 6r pmfanenersi «ho truft;s to 
nature ftnd lentiment ilone^ and nevef 
mifles of that appkule Which Voltaire 
and Sterne labour to produce, while 
honelt merriment beftows her unfading 
crown upon Cervantes. 

Dr. Johnfon was a great reader of 
French literature, and delighted exceed- 
inglj in Boileau's works. MoUcre I 
think he had hardly fuMcient tafle ofj 
and he ufcd to condemn me for prefer- 
ring La Bruyere to the Due de Roche- 
foucaulCj " who (he faid) was the only 
gentleman writer who wrote like a pro- 
fcflcd author." The afpcrity of his 
harlh fentences, each of them a fentence 
of condemnation, ufcd to difguft me 
however J though it muft be owned* 
thac> among the neceHarics of human 
life, a ra/p is reckoned one as well as « 
razor. 
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Mr. Johnibo . did not . like any one. 
■who faid they were happy, or.whofaid. 
any one elfc,was fo, " It is aH. cant. 
(he would cry), the dog knows he is. 
miferable all the time." A friend whom 
he loved exceedingly, told him on fome 
occafion notwithftanding,- that his wife's 
lifter was really happy, and called upon 
the lady to confirm his alTertion, which 
ftiedid fdmenhat roundly as we fay, and 
with an accent and manner capable of 
offending" Mr. Johnfon, if her pofition 
had not been fufEcient, without any 
thing more, to put him in very ill hu- 
mour. " If your fift«r-in-law is really 
the contented being (he profefies herfelf 
Sir (faid he), her lift gives the lie to 
every rcfearch of humanity; for iheis 
happy without health, without beauty, 
■without money, and without underfta'nd- 
ing." This ftory he told mc himfclf; 
and when I exprcffed fomething of the 
Jiorror I felt," " The fame ftupidity 
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(faid he) which prompted her to extol 
felicity fhe never felt, hindered her from 
feeling what Ihocksyou on repetition,' 
I tell youj the woman is ugly, and ftckly>' 
and foolilh, and pooP; and would it -not 
make a man hang himfelf to hear fuch a 
creature fay, it was happy V 

" The life of a failor was alfo a conti-. 
nuedfcencofdangcr and eJcrtiOn(he faid.);: 
and the manner in which time was fpcnt- 
on Ihipboard would make all who faw. a. 
cabin envy, a gaol." Theroughnefs of 
the language ufed on board a man of 
war, where he pa0ed a week on a vifit 
to Capt, Knight, difgufted him terribly. 
Hf ^ed aa officef what fome place was 
caile;d;) and KCtiv.ed for anfwcr; that tc 
wa^.where the loplolly than kept his 
lopIoUy : a reply he confidered, not un- 
juftly,'- » difrefpeaful, grtrfs, and igno- 
rant j- for though in the courfe of theft 
Mcmwrs I have been led to mention 
Dr. Johnlbii's tendernefs towards ^mt 
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people, I dp opt wi(h n> mifle»d triy 
rodent aii4 make tMm think he had 
any delight in pMan manners or coarfe 
expreflionq. Even drefs iiieAft when it 
rcfemblcd that of, the vplgarj offended 
hiip exceedingly i And when he ha4 coH' 
demncd me many (im« for not adorning 
my children with more fliow than I 
thought ufeful or eleganti -I prefented 
a Jitile girl to htm who came o'vititing 
one evening corered with Aiioi&g orna- 
meiusi to foe if he would approve of the 
appearance Ihe made. When . they were 
gone home> W^IV Sir, faid I, bow did 
you like little mirs>? I' hope ftie was Jhte 
enough. '* It: wa6 j^Bnecy of abeggar 
(fwl he), and yo« lcno«' b wasj fte 
loi^dd like a nattvefof 6o«-lane drefled 
up to Jm ca^^itd^J»Bfla'thol^me#-fili^.'* 
.,.^f wprimaad, :», Mothcc .kdy.iibr 
'^ffi'^'^r littifl"child's hwidliendurf 
kfer«a pnd ijytlw PperBOoji d^iegiDs 
d9jpjn jmhead (jddly mi uQiBWBB»^a^y» 
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-wasiiii the fame principle. << It Is the 
beggar'* ftar of cold (fald he) that pre- 
vfuis over fuch parents, and To they puU 
the poor thing'} head down, and give it 
the look of a baby that plays about 
Wcftmiijifter-Bridge, while the mother 
fits iHteeriog in a tacke." 

I commended a young lady for her 
beauty and pretty behaviour one day 
however, to whom I thought no objec- 
Wons could have been paade. " I faW 
hcf (fays Dr. Johnlon) take a pair o^ 
fcjOajs in her left hand thoi^gh j and for 
all her father 19 now be(:o[n$ fL ^oble- 
Vhpk ?^asyoviaycxce3iveIy ricb^ I 
(ipiildj wer? I a yovtb of quality teti 
years hspce, hffijace bctw«n ^ ^rj fy_ 
ini^ea:c(l> aod a nf£re." 

■ It wu indeed aftoniftnng^how hceouU 
fi^maik 'jucb mintiteneflbs -with a. fight fo 
milendiiy Hnperfeft} but uo accidental 
fniftion of ia ribband efcaped binr, lb 
toot Was his obftryattOR, -and fe p^iV 
4 
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rous his demaods of propriety. When 
I. went with him to Litchfield and-came 
Mown ftairs to br(;akfftft at the ion, my 
drefs did not pleafe hinii and he made 
me alter it entirely before he wbold ftir 
a Itep with us about the towD,:&yihg' 
moft fatirical things. conccrQing^theap' 
pearance I made in a riding-habit; and 
adding, " 'Tis very ftrange. that fuch. 
ryes as yours cannot difcerh propriety 
of drefs : if I had a Hght obly liaTf as 
good, I thtnk I fhould ice to the ceacre.'^ 

My compliances however were, of little" 
worth: what really TurpriJed .me'Vrai' 
the'viftory' he gairie'iif'bW'r SLt^f fitde 
icCuiiomed to cpnt^c^£tlIo1l, who had 
fifeffcd heffelffor chiii-ch at'^^^eatTiam 
one Sunday mortiibg,' in a rfiiimzr he 
did .not .approTe. and to whop:^t),e f^d 
fuch- fhacp and pungent things xoi^cenu 
kg. her hac, her gown, &c #at lli^ 
haftencd to ch3ngq,^eni* ^d rvtiH!9fa^ 
q.uitQ another . figure . received .his -j^. 
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I^Ui^ and Uunkod bim far tiia re- 
fa"o©fs, much to the amazement of her 
bolbind, who couid fcafeely believe his 
^wn CVS. 

Another lady, vhofe accompli&mencts 
be never dc£iied> cajiie to our houfe one 
day covered with djamondsj feathers, Arc. 
atid he did not feem inclined to chat 
with her as ufual. I aflted him why? 
when the company was- gont. " Why i 
her head looked fi> lilte that of a woman 
*ho fliews puppets (iwd he), and he^ 
voice fo confirmed £h« fancjr, that I 
could not bear her w-dayj when Ihe 
wears a large cap, I c^ talk to her." 

"When the ladies wore lace trtmmjnge 
to their clothcs> he expreflcd his conr 
tempt of the reigning fathion in thef« 
terms : " A Bruflels primming is like 
bread fauce (laid he), it takes away the 
glow of colour fiojTi the gown, and 
gives you nothing jnftead of Hi bi^e 
U 
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fauce was invented to heighten the fa- 
vour of our food, and trimming is an 
ornament to the manteau, or it is 'no> 
thing. Lfarn (faid he) that there is 
propriety or impropriety in every thing 
how flight focvcr, and get at the general 
principles of drefs and of behaviour j if 
you then tranfgrefs them, you will at 
leaft know that they are not obferved.'* 

All thefe cxaftneffes Jn a man who 
was nothing lefs than exaft himfclf, 
tnade him extremely impracticable as 
'an inmate, though inoft inftru£tive as a 
xompanion, and ufeful as a friend. Mr. 
Thrale too could fomctimes over-rule 
his rigidity, by faying coldly. There, 
there, now we have had enough for one 
lefture, Dr. Johnfon ; we will not be 
upon education any rqore till after din- 
ner, if you pleafe — or fome fuch fpeech: 
but when there was nobody to reftrain 
his difiikes, it was extremely difficult 
to find any body with whon:i he couM 
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Converfcj without living always on the 
verge of a quarrel, or of fomething too 
like a quarrel to. be pleafing, I came 
into the room, for example, one even- 
ing, where he and a gentleman, whofe 
abilities we all refpeft exceedingly, werft 
fitting; a lady who walked in two 
minutes before me had blown 'em both 
into a flanrie, by whifpering fomething to 

Mr. S d, which he endeavoured to , 

explain, away, fo as not to affront the 
Doftdr, whofe fufpicions were all alive* 
*• And have a care, Sir (faid he), juft as 
I came in ; the Old Lion will not bear 
to be tickled," The other was pale with 
rage, the Lady wept at the confufion 
fhe had caufcd, and I could only fay 
with Lady Macbeth, 

Soh ! you've dilplac'd the mirth, broke the good- 

meeting 
\VitJi moft atlmir'd dUorder. 

Such accidents however occurred too 
often, and I was- forced to take advaa- 
V % 
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tage of my loft lawfuit, and plead inabir 
lity of purfe to remain longer in Lon- 
don or its vicinage. I had been croflcd 
in my intentions of going abroad, and 
found it convenient, for every reafon erf" 
health, peace, and pecupiary circum^ 
jlance?, to retire t;o Bath, whpre I kneiy 
Mr. Johnfon would not folloyr ipe, and 
^vhere I could for that n^fon command 
ibme little portion of tjipe fpr jny own 
ufci » thing impoflible while I refl9afnc4 
at Streatham or at London^ as my hours, 
carriage, and fervants had long t^een at 
his command, who would not rife in the 
morning till twelve o'clock perhaps, an4 
oblige me to make breakfaH fpr hini 
till the bell rurjg for dinner, though 
much difpleafed if the toilet was neg- 
lefled, and though much of the time 
we pafTed together was (pent in blaming 
or deriding, very juftly, my riegleft of 
oeconomy, and, wafte of that money 
which might make many families happy. 
The original rcafoa of our conneftioii, 
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his particular^ difor4ered health and Jpi- 
riiSi had been long at an erid', a'nd'iii 
had nb other ailmcAts than old age and 
general infirmity, which every profeflbt 
of medicine was ardently zealous and 
generally attentive to palliate, and to 
contribute all in their ^<miv for rhe 
prolongation of a life fo valuable. Ve- 
neration for his virtue; reverence for his 
talents, delight- in his converfacion, and 
hibitual endurance of a yoke my huf- 
band firft put upon me, and of which he 
contentedly bore his Ihare for fixtiien or 
feventecn ycarsj made vc\t go on fo lon^ 
with Mr. Johnfon; but the perpetual 
confinement I will' own to have been 
terrifying in the firft years of olir friend- 
fliip, and irkfome in the laft; noi- could 
\ prtrerid to fu|ipbrt it without helpi 
when my coadjutof was no more. Td 
the affiftance we gave him, the (helter 
our houfe afforded to his uneafy fancies, 
and to the pains we took to fooch or re- 
press them, the world perhaps is in- 
D,3 
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debted for the three political pampUetSt 
the new edition and corredion of his 
Diiftionaryi and for the Poets Liyes, 
which he would fcarce have lived, I think, 
and kept his faculties entire, to have 
written, had not ioccflant care been ex- ' 
erted at the time of his firft coming to 
be our conftant gueft in the country j 
and fcvcral times after that, when be 
found himfelf particularly opprefled with 
difeafcs incident to the moft vivid 
and fervent imaginations. I Ihatl for 
ever conftder it as the greateft honour 
which could be conferred on any one,' 
to have been the confidential friend of 
Dr. Johnfon's health ; and to have in 
fome meafure, with Mr. Thralc*s aflift- 
ance, faved from didrefs at Icaft, if not 
from worfe, a mind great beyond the 
comprehenfion of common mortals, and 
good beyond all hope of imitation from 
perilhable beings. 

Many of pur friends were earnefl that 
he fhould write the lives of our famous 
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profe authors j but he never made any 
anfwer that I can recoUeft to the pro- 
pofal, excepting when Sir Richard Muf- 
grave once was lingularly warm about 
it, getting up and intrcating him to fct 
about the work immediately; he coldly 
replied, " Sit down. Sir.'" 

When Mr. Thrale built the new li- 
brary at Streatham, and hung up over 
the books the portraits of his favourite 
friends, that of Dr. Johnfon was laft 
finifhed, and clofed the number. It was 
aknoft impoflible net to make verfes on 
fuch an accidental combination of cir- 
cumllances, fo I made the following 
ones : but as a charafler written in verfe 
will for the moft part be found imper- 
feift as a charafter, I have therefore 
written a profe one, with which I mean, 
not to complete, but to conclude thefe 
Anecdotes of the beft and wifeft man 
that ever came within the reach of my 
pcrfonal acquaintance, and I think I 
U 4 



HihyGoonlc 



^^ ANieBOTW OP THtf Ljm 

might venture to add, than of all'or anf 

of my. readers: 

Oigatitio id kno«lei!^, ia Tlrtge, iti ftrim^, 
Otur company clolfcE vixh ^Hxsm at: length-;. 
Sn the Greeks from the cavern of Poly plmne pa(U 
When wifeft, and greatcft, Ulyffes came laft. 
^'o his comrades' conttmptuou^i u'e feC him look 

On their wit aod their worth with n general frown. 
Since from- Science' proad tree th6 ridt-fl^it he 

receiver, 
Who could (habe the whole trumlc while they 

tuni'd a few leaves. 
Hi* piety pure, his rttorality nice — 
froteftbr of. virtue, and urror of vice ;• 
la theie features Rtligion's iirm champion dif> 

play'd, 
Shall make infideh fear far a modem crufade. 
Whileth'inHammab]etentper,t)ieporitive tongue. 
Too confciAus trfright for endurance of *rong, 
We fufTer from JohhsoK) contented to find^ 
That fome notice we gain from fo noble a mind ; 
And pardon our hurts, fmce fo often we've found 
The balm of inftruaion pOiir'd into the wound.' 
'Tis lhu« for its virtues the chemilb eit«l 
Purereflifiedfpirit, fnblimq akobol ;, 
From noxious piitrefcence, prefcrvative pnre, 
A cordial ia health, and in ficknefs a cure ) 
Biit'citpos'dto the fun, taking fif o af hii'TaySi 
Burns bright to tkf bottom, and ea<U in ^ bUxe^ 
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- . Ji is ulual, r k-now not why, when * 
character is givcri, tO' begin withade-" 
fcriptiqn of the perfon j that which con- 
tained the foul of Mr. Johnfon dcferves 
to be particularly defcribe^d. His fta- 
l^re was remarkably high, and his limbs 
eSfceedingly large : his ft'rength was more 
rtSan common I believe, and his aflivity 
had been greater I have heard' than fucfi 
rf fomri gave one reafon to expeft : his' 
features were ftfongly marked, and his" 
countenance particularly ruggiedi tKougli' 
the original complexion' had certainly' 
Been fair', a circumftance fomewhat un- 
irfual': his fight Was near, and otiicrwife' 
imperfefl-i yet hiseyes, though of a light- 
grey colour, were fo wild, fo piercirtg, 
atid* at times fo fierce, that fear was t 
brJieve thie firil emotion in the hearts-of 
all his beholders. His' mind was fo 
comprehertfive, that no language bat thaf 
he ufed could have expreffcd its co^-- 
ttnti ;- and lb ponderous Was his lan- 
gVage,. tbat' fendments lefr lofty" and- 
9 
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lefs fultd than his were, would have beea 
encumbered, not adorned by it. 

Mr. Johnfon was not intentionally 
however a pompous convcrfcrj and 
though he was accufed of ufmg big 
words as they are called, it was only 
when little ones would not cxprefs hi» 
meaning as clearlyj or when perhaps the 
elevation of the thought would have been 
difgraced by a drcfs lefs fuperh. He 
vfed to fay, " that the fize of a man's 
ijndcrftanding might always be juftly 
meafured by his mirth j" and his own was 
never contemptible. He would laugh 
at a ftroke of genuine Humour, or fud- 
den fally of odd abfurdity, as heartily 
and freely as I ever yet faw any man ; 
and though the jeft was often fuch as 
few felt befides himfelf, yet ;his laugh 
was irrefiftible, and was obfervcd imme- 
diately to produce that of the company, 
not merely from the notion that it was 
proper to laugh when he did, but purely 
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put of want of power to forbear it. He 
was no enemy to fplendour of apparel or 
pompof equipage — "Life (he would fay) 
is barren enough furely with all her trap- 
pings j Ictus therefore be cautious how 
wc ftrip her." In matters of ftill higher 
moment he once obfcrved, when fpcak- 
ing on the fubjci5t of fuddcn innovation, 
— "He who plants a foreft may doubtlefi 
cut down a hedge j yet I could wifh 
methinks that even he would wait till he 
fees his young plants grow." 

With regard to common occurrences, 
Mr. Johnfon had>when I firfl: knew him, 
looked on the ftill- fhifcing fcenes of life 
till he was weary; for as a mind Qow in its 
own nature, or unenlivened by informa- 
tion, will contentedly read in the fame 
book for twenty times perhaps, the very 
aft of reading it being more than half 
the bufincfs, and every period being at 
every reading better underftood; while 
a mind more adlve or more Ikilful to 
comprehend its meaning is made Ca- 
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eerily (Tck a't the fecond- perufal ; fo a 
ioul like his, acute to dircern the trutTi, 
Vigorous to embrace, and powerful to 
retain it, foon fees enough of the world's 
duir pr'ofpe^, which at firflf, like ^ator 
the fca, pJeafes By its extent, but fooh, 
like that too, fatigues from its uni- 
formity} a calm and a Ilorm being the 
only variations that ilie nature of cither 
will admit. 

Of Mr. Johnfon's erudition the world 
has btfen th^ judge, and i*e Who pro- 
rfbcef each a' fcorc of his fayings, aS 
prooft of that wit whi<;h in hini was in-' 
(fxhatiftibl^, re'femble travellers whohaV-' 
Tng vifited t»elhi or Golcohda» bring" 
Rome each a handful of 6rtental r>eaf 1 to 
evince the riches of tHe Grtat Mogul!' 
May the Public condelfcend to accepr 
my tH-pruttg fcleAion with patience at 
Kaft, remembering only that they are" 
relics of him wiio was great on all' 
occafransj and, like a cube in architec- 
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ture> you beheld bim on each n^e,- ^^4 
his, lize ftilt apptare4 unduninilheil. 

As his purfc was ever optn to almf- 
giving, ip was his heart tender to thofc 
who wanted relief, and his foul fufcepr 
tible pf gratitude, and of every kind 
iixiprcfljoni yet though he had refipcd 
hi? icnfibjlity, he had not eadangercd 
hi$ i^uiet, l7y encouraging in himfclf a 
iplicitgde abou; trifles, which he treated 
y/'ith the contempt they defery,e. 

Ijt i^ras well ejiough known before thefc 
{heet5 were publifhed, that Mr. Johnfon 
had a roughnefs in his manner which fub-. 
dued the ftucy, and terrified the meek: 
this was, when I knew him, the prominent 
part of a charafter which few durfl: 
venture to approach fo nearly j and 
which was for tjiat reafon in many re- 
fpefts grofsly and frequently mifliakenj 
and it was perhaps peculiar to him, that 
the lofty confcioufncfs of his own fupe- 
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riority, which animated his looks, aflil 
raifcd his voice in convcrfation, caft 
likcwifc an impeneirable veil over him 
when he faid nothing. His talk there- 
fore had commonly the complexion of 
arrogance, his filence of fuperciliouf- 
nefs. He was however feldom inclined 
to be filent when any moral or literary 
queftion was llartcd : and it was on fuch 
occafions, that, like the fage in Raffelas, 
he fpoke, and attention watched his 
lips; he reafoned, and conviftion clofed 
his periods: if poetry was talked of, his 
quotations were the readicfl;} and had 
he not been eminent for more folid and 
brilliant qualities, mankind would have 
united to extol his extraordinary me- 
mory. His manner of repeating deferves 
to be defcribed, though at the fame 
time it defeats all power of dcfcriptionj 
but whoever once heard him repeat an 
ode of Horace, would be long bcfort 
they could endure to hear it repeated by 
another. 
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His equity in giving the charafter 
of living acquaintance ought not un- 
idoubtcdly to be omitted in his own, 
whence partiality and prejudice were 
totally excluded^ and truth alone pre- 
fided in his tongue: a fteadinefs of con- 
^ii£t the more to be commended, as no 
man had fironger likings or averfions. 
His veracity was indeed, from the moft 
trivial to the moft folemn occafions, 
itrift, even to fevcrityj he fcorned to 
embeliilh a (lory with fictitious circum- 
Aances, which (he ufed to fay) took off 
from its real value. " A ftoty (fay$ 
Johnfon) Ihould be a fpecimen of life 
and manners J but if the furrounding 
circumftances are falfe, as it is no more 
a reprefentation of reality, it is no 
longer worthy our attention." 

For the reft — That beneficence which 
during his life increafed the comforts of 
fo many, may after his death be per- 
haps ungratefully forgottcoi but that 
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f iety whicb dieted t^e ieriou^ pdpertf 
ifi the Rambler, wiU be for eyer remern*- 
bcrcdi forever, I think, revered. Thafi 
syuple rejjofitory of religious truth, mo- 
ral wifdonti, aod accurate criticifm, 
breathes indeed the genuioe emaouioa* 
lOf its great Author's mind, expteSki 
.too in a ftyle To natural to htm, and 
fy much like his common mode of con- 
verting, that I wais ' my&lf but little 
»fl:onilbcd. when he told me, that he had 
fcffCely read over oae of tho/e inimi- 
jt^J^lR eff^s before they went to riie 

I \yill add one or two peculiaritiea 
more, before I lay down my pcn.-r-r-^ 
Though at an immeafurable diftance 
fAm content in the contemplation of 
lys own uncouth form and figure, he 
did not like another man much the Icfs 
'^F being a coxcomb. I mentioned two 
friends who were particularly fond of 
JeoJciog at themffjxes ip a glafa.— *< Tbe^ 
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dp not furprife mc it ail by fo doing 
(fjid JohnfOn); they fee, refiefted in 
thac~-glafs, men who have rifcn from 
almoft thc^oweft fttuations in lifej one 
to enormous jiches, the other to every 
thing this world csn give — r»nk> fame, 
and fortune. They fee likewife, men 
who have iperited their advancement by 
the exertion and improvcnnent of thofe 
talents which God had given thorn t and 
I fee not why they ibould avoid tho 
inirrpr/' 

The other fingularity I promifed to 
record, is this: That though a man of 
obfcufe birth himfelf, his partiality tq 
people of family was vifible on eiiery 
occEtHonj his zeal for fubordinatren 
warm even to bigotry j his hatred to ig^ 
novation, and reverence for the old 
feudal times, apparent, whenever any 
poffible manijer of (hewing them occur- 
red. I have fpoken of his piety, his 
charity, and his truth, th; fnlargemcnt 
X 
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of his heart, and the delicacy of his 
fentimentsi and when I fearch for 
ihadow to my portrait, noije cat^ I find 
but what was formed by pride, differ- 
ently modified as different occafions 
fliewed it i yet never was pride fo pu- 
rified as Johnfon's, at once- from mean- 
nefs and from vanity. The mind of this 
man was indeed expanded beyond the 
common limits of human nature, and 
flored with fuch variety of knowledge, 
that I ufcd to think it refembled a royal 
pleafure-groui>d, where every plant, of 
every name and nation, Aouriihed in the 
full perfeftion of their powers, and 
where, though lofty woods and falling 
ca*rafl:s firfl caught the eye, and fixed 
th* earlieft attention of beholders, yet 
lather the trim parterre nor the pleaCng 
ihrubbery, nor even " the antiquated 
ever-grecns, were denied a place in 
fome fit corner of the happy valley. 

THE END. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

Naples, Feb. lo, 1786. 
SINCE the foregoing went to the 
prefs, having feen a paffage from Mr. 
Bofwell's Tour to the Hedrides, in 
which it is faid, that / could not get 
through Mrs. Montagu's Effay on Shake- 
fpeare, I do not delay a moment to de- 
clare, that, on the contrary, I have al- 
ways commended it myfelf, and heard 
it commended by every one elfe; and 
few things would give me more concern 
than to be thought incapable of tafttng, 
or unwilling to teftify my opinion of its 
excellence. * 
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